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PREFACE 


This volume of the Catalogue of Indian Coins in the British 
Museum, describing the coins of the Gupta dynasties, is entirely 
the work of Mr. John Allan, Assistant in the Department of Coins 
and Medals. 

In order to make the Catalogue as complete a work of reference 
as possible, important varieties in other cabinets have been 
described in the text and illustrated in the plates. 

The size of the coins is given in inches and tenths, and the 
weight in English grains. Concordances with other systems of 
measurement are given at the end of the volume. 

I have compared the descriptions with the originals, and have 
read the proofs of the whole volume. 

G. F. HILL, 

Keeper of Coins , 

British Museum, 

April , 1914. 
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INTRODUCTION 


I. SCOPE AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE CATALOGUE. 

§ 1. The present volume of the Catalogue of Indian Coins 
contains the following series: — 

i. The Gupta dynasty. 

ii. The Guptas of Eastern Mahva. 

in. 6asahka, king of Gauda. 

iv. Certain unattributed coins of Gupta fabric. 

§ 2. By far the most important of these is the series of coins 
of the Gupta dynasty, the Museum collection of which, though 
lacking one or two unique coins in other museums, is unrivalled. 
In view of the fragmentary nature of the legends, the rarity of 
many of the types, and the desirability of making this Catalogue 
as complete as possible, a number of specimens from other 
collections are included where necessary to supplement the 
Museum collection. 1 

§ 8. The foundations of the Gupta collection in the Museum 
were laid about 1788 by a donation from Warren Hastings of 

1 In this connexion I have to acknowledge the services of M. A. Dieudonne, 
Prof. H. Niitzel, and Prof. 0. Retowski, who kindly supplied me with casts of 
the Gupta coins in the Bibliotlieque Nationals, Kaiser Friedrich Museum, and 
the Ermitage Imperial respectively. The Indian Museum collection is now 
accessible in Mr. Vincent A. Smith’s Catalogue; I am indebted to Mr. G-. D. 
Ganguli, Curator of the Lucknow Museum, for a list of the fine collection in his 
charge. The Hon. Mr. Burn, I.C.S., Mr. W. E. M. Campbell, X.C.S., and 
Hr. W. Hoey, I.C.S. (retd.), have allowed me to examine their collections, 
while the first-named also gave me an opportunity of examining the Mirzapur 
hoard. Mr. Falconer Madan allowed me to examine the Bodleian collection, 
to which one or two additions have been made since Prof. E. J, Rapson 
published it in 1891. 
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a number of late Gupta coins from the Kalighat hoard; the 
acquisitions from the Banks and Payne Knight collections may 
be also traced to this hoard. The donation of the Marsden 
collection in 1843 added a number of important coins and made 
the series for the first time fairly representative. The purchase 
in 1847 of the entire collection formed by James Prinsep enriched 
the Museum Gupta series with over thirty coins, most of which 
had been described in Prinsep’s articles in the J.A.8. B.> the 
gems of the collection being the fine ‘ Retreating Lion ’ of Candra- 
gupta II and the Swordsman type of Kumaragupta I. The 
Eden collection, acquired in 1853, included, amongst other rarities, 
the Tiger type of Samudragupta ; this collection was formed by 
George Eden, first Earl of Auckland, Governor-General of India 
1836-41, and was purchased in 1853 from his sister, the Hon. 
Miss Emily Eden, novelist and traveller, who accompanied her 
brother to India. In 1850 the collection formed by Edward 
Thomas was purchased. A small purchase from Captain Swiney 
in 1869 may be mentioned here, as it contained a number of the 
coins collected by Dr. Swiney and described by Prof. H. H. Wilson 
in his Ariana Antiqua. 

In 1882, the Secretary of State for India in Council presented 
the India Office collection of Oriental coins at the Indian Office; 
most oi* the Gupta coins in this series appear to have come from 
the Bharsar hoard. General Sir Alexander Cunningham’s muni- 
ficent bequest in 1894 further enriched the Gupta series. In 
1910 the fine collection formed by Mr. H. Nelson Wright was 
acquired, including many rare and valuable coins. In conclusion, 
to the generosity of Mr. (now Sir) Richard Rivett-Carnac the 
Museum owes some of its rarest coins, notably the so-called 
Two Queens (here called Pratapa) type of Kumaragupta I, and 
the coin of Virasena Kramaditya. 

§ 4. The Royal collection in St. Petersburg practically consists 
of the collection formed by Mr. Alex. Grant and of the White 
King collection, both of which were purchased en bloc ; the Berlin 
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collection contains amongst other acquisitions a small collection 
formed by Prof. Buhler, while the collection formed by Mr. Vincent 
Smith is included in the Paris collection. The Clive Bayley col- 
lection, to which reference is occasionally made, has recently been 
purchased by M. Subow of Moscow. The Lucknow collection, 
recently enriched by the Mirzapur and Ballia hoards, consists 
chiefly of coins acquired by the Treasure Trove Laws of the 
United Provinces. The fine private collections which have been 
laid under contribution for this volume have been formed in the 
United Provinces. 

§ 5. Particulars of acquisition of all coins are given where they 
are of the slightest interest, as well as particulars of previous pub- 
lications and any available information about provenance. The 
information available under the latter head is unfortunately by 
no means so plentiful as might be wished. 

§ 6. As the dies were, apparently, as is still the case with 
coinages of the modern native states of India, larger than the 
flans, few coins have complete legends, and the great majority 
bear only a fragment of the full legend. Before describing the 
actual coins of any particular type, a typical coin is described 
with the legends restored as far as possible ; the actual coins then 
follow with their readings. Letters are restored when sufficient 
traces remain to justify their insertion; the superscript vowel 
signs frequently do not appear on the coin even when there is 
room for them, they are only given in the descriptions of the 
coins when they actually appear on the coin ; it will be clear from 
a comparison with the completed legend at the top whether the 
vowel following any consonant is a or whether a vowel-mark 
is omitted. 

§ 7. As the majority of the legends are metrical, missing aksaras 
are represented by a long or short vowel-mark according to the 
metrical length of the missing syllable ; it should be noted that 
this method is also adopted in legends which are not metrical. 
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§ 8. The method adopted by Rapson in his Catalogue of Coins 
of the A ndhras, of marking the beginning of the legend by 
the corresponding hour figure of a clock has been followed in this 
Catalogue in the descriptions ■ of the silver coins; coins with 
legends beginning in the same position are grouped together, and 
the hour-hand indication is given only with the first of the group* 

II. HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY. 

1. Gupta to Candragupta I. 

§ 9. Very little is definitely known regarding the origin and rise 
of the Gupta dynasty. The genealogical lists given in the various 
inscriptions agree in tracing the foundation of the dynasty to the 
Maharaja Gupta. From the distinction made between the title 
maharaja of Gupta and his successor Ghatotkaca and maharaja - 
dhirdja , which is applied to the later members of the dynasty, 
it may be assumed that he was not a paramount sovereign but a 
feudatory. 1 His territory probably lay around Pataliputra, which 
may have been his capital. Though Lassen had pointed out (Indische 
Altertumskunde , ii, p. 943) that this king s name was simply 
Gupta and not Srigupta, this view was not universally accepted 
till the publication of Fleet’s notes on the point in I.A., xiv, 
p. 94, and CJJ. , iii, pp. 8, 9, note 3 ; it is now possible to quote 
examples of the use of Gupta alone as a proper name to sup- 
plement Fleet’s arguments; Gupta was the name of the father 
of the celebrated Buddhist saint, Upagupta 2 ; in the J.R.A.8., 
1905, p. 814, PL VI. 23, Rapson published a seal with the legend 
Gutasya, a mixture of Sanskrit and Prakrit for a Sanskrit Guptasya ; 
Dr. Hoernle possesses a clay seal reading Srtr Guptasya , 3 which 
must be of the third century A. i>., as this construction appears to 
be obsolete in the fourth century. 

1 Fleet, 0.1.1., iii, p. 15, note 4. 

2 Dhyamddna , ed. Cowell and Neil, pp. 348 ff. 

s On Snh with genitive for An with compound, cf. Rapson, J.R A.S., 1901, 
p. 99. 
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§ 10, I-Tsing, the Chinese pilgrim, who travelled in India in 
a. i>. 67'1 -695. mentions a ‘great king 1 (maharaja), Sri-Gupta (Che- 
ii-ki-tu), who built a temple near Mrgasikhavana for some Chinese 
pilgrims whose piety he had remarked. This temple, the mins of 
which were still known in I-Tsing’s time as the c Temple of China 
was endowed by the king with twenty-four large villages; the 
foundation of the temple took place f about 1 five hundred years 
before the writer's time. 1 Fleet 2 rejects the identification of this 
monarch with Gupta on the grounds that (d) the former’s name 
is Sri-Gupta, and (h) I-Tsings date would place him about 
A, D. 175, which is, of course, too early. It is not, however, neces- 
sary to regard the Sri here as an integral part of the name 
( = Sriyd guptah ) ; it is frequently used as an honorific by the 
Chinese writers, and the arguments applied to the expression 
in the inscriptions are equally valid here to show that the name 
of the king referred to by I-Tsing was Gupta, The chronological 
difficulty is at first sight more serious. I-Tsing’s statement, 
however, is a vague one and, as Chavannes (note 2) points out, 
not to be taken too literally. Gupta must have been reigning 
in the latter half of the third century A. D., or about four 
centuries before I-Tsing wrote. Considering the lapse of time 
and the fact that the Chinese pilgrim gives the statement on 
the authority of a * tradition handed down from ancient times 
by old men' there seems no reason to doubt the identification on 
chronological grounds. 3 Another important argument in favour 
of the identification is that the lands of the patron of the Chinese 
pilgrims must have lain within the Gupta territory, and it. is 
unlikely that we should have had two different rulers in the same 
territory of the same name within so brief a period; had the 

1 Beal, J.R.A.S., 1882, p. 571 ; Chavannes, MStnoires sur les Religieux 
eminent s, etc., par I-Tsing , 1894, pp. 82-3, note 3; Dr. J. Takakusu, Translation 
of I-Tsing" s Record of the Buddhist Religion , &c., 1896, p. liv, places the date of 
composition of the Memoirs in A. d. 691-2. 

2 CT.L, iii, p. 8, note 2. 

8 Vincent Smith assumes the identity in his Revised Chronology, LA., 1902, 
p. 258, but does not mention the point in his E.H.L 2 
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Gupta mentioned by I-Tsing been an ancestor of and not identical 
with Gupta, he must have appeared in some of the genealogical lists. 

§ 11. In our present ignorance of the history of Northern India 
in the third century A. d. it is quite impossible to trace the rise to 
power of the founder of the Gupta dynasty. It seems certain 
that the Kushan or Tukhara empire stretched as far to the south- 
east as Magadha (cf. § 29), and the Gupta kingdom was probably 
one of many which rose to practical independence with the decline 
of Kushan power in the second and third centuries A. i>. According 
to the Visim-Piirana* names ending in -gwpta are characteristic 
of the Vaisya and Sudra castes; these rules, however, were by no 
means inflexible, and exceptions may be quoted 1 2 ; on the other 
hand Candragupta Maurya was certainly of low caste origin, as his 
name would imply, and it is very possible that the history of 
the rise of the founder of the Gupta dynasty closely resembles 
that of the great Maurya. 3 

We have no means of fixing the limits of Gupta’s reign accu- 
rately ; Vincent Smith 4 suggests A. i>. 275-BOO, which must be 
approximately correct. 

§ 12. Gupta’s son and successor was the Maharaja Ghatotkaca. 
Nothing is known of the events of his reign. It was suggested 
by the late Dr. Bloch 5 that he may be identical with the Ghatot- 
kacagupta whose name was found on a seal at Vaisalx, and 
this view has been adopted by Vincent Smith. 0 The seal in 
question bears the inscription &rt-Ghatotkacaguptasya. It is 
remarkable in the first place that, if Ghatotkaca were known as 
Ghatotkacagupta, he should not be given this name in any known 


1 Transl. Wilson, p, 298. 

2 e.g. Fleet, C.LL, iii, p. 11, note 1. 

3 The Buddhist saint Upagupta was also of low caste origin, being the son of 
Oupta, a gdndhika or vendor of scent ( DhyCtvadana , loc. cit). 

4 I.X, 1902, p. 258. 

5 Report of the Archaeological Survey of India , 1908-4, p. 102. 

J.E.A.S., 1905, p. 158 ; E.H.I.% p. 266, note 2. 
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inscription. We must further consider the date of the seals found 
at Vai&lll along with that of Ghatotkaeagupta. The most impor- 
tant of these, and the one which gives the key to the date of the 
whole collection, is a seal of the * Mahadevi Dhruvasvamini, queen 
of the Maha rajadhiraja Candragupta [II] and mother of the 
Maharaja Govindagupta Dhruvasvamini is clearly the Dhruvade vx 
of the inscriptions, 1 and the date of the seal may be placed towards 
the end of the reign of Candragupta II, the latter being still alive, 
and Govindagupta governor of Vaisall for his father. Many of the 
seals are dearly those of contemporary officials of Govindagupta* s 
court. I). R. Bhandarkar 2 is apparently right in suggesting 
that the place where the seals were found was the office of the 
person entrusted with the duty of making seals. It is most 
unlikely that he would have in his possession a seal of a king 
who had lived nearly a century before, particularly as no seals 
were found which might be assumed to be intermediate in date. 
There is really no reason, then, to identify Ghatotkaca with the 
Ghatotkaeagupta of. the seal. The latter was probably a member 
of the royal family, as he bears the honorific while the absence 
of some such title as maharaja affords further proof that he 
cannot be Ghatotkaca ; he probably held some office at the court 
of the yuvaraja and was possibly called after Ghatotkaca. The 
name Ghatotkaca is not a common one, but is prominent in the 
Mahabharata as the name of the son of Bhlmasena by Hidimba, 
a ra/mm. His date may be conjectured to be A. d. 3Q0-320. 3 

§ 13. Ghatotkaca was succeeded by his son Candragupta X 
He is distinguished in the inscriptions from his predecessor by the 
title maharajadharaja, indicative of paramount sovereignty. His 
queen is the first of the line to be mentioned in the genealogical 
lists; she was the Mahadevi Kumaradevi, daughter of Licehavi. 

‘Cf. the names Mnrumladevi and Mur u n d as v a m ini applied to the mother 
of Sarvanatha in two of liis inscriptions (Fleet, C.I.L, iii, p. 127, 1. 6, and 
p. 181,1.6). 

? I.A., 1912, p. 3. j - ■: 

3 "Vincent Smith, I.A, } 1902, p. 258. 
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Samudragupta in his Allahabad inscription describes himself as 
‘ Liechavidauhitra the son of the daughter of Licchavi, and the 
same epithet is regularly applied to him by his successors in their 
inscriptions* The title muhddevi applied to Kumaradevi appears 
to correspond to Maharajadkiraja and to be the prerogative of 
queens of paramount sovereigns; cf. for example the Asirgadh 
seal 1 of the Maukhari king Sarvavarman, in which the wives of 
maharajas are regularly given the title dev% while the queens 
of mahdrdjddhirdjas hear the title maJaulevi. This distinction 
does not appear to have been maintained at a later period; in 
the Sonpat 2 3 4 seal of Harsavardhana, for example, the titles devl 
and mahddevl are both applied to the queens of mahdrdjddhirdjas A 

§ 14. The union of Candragupta I with the Licchavi family is 
further commemorated by a series of Samudragupta’s coins (see 
§§ 70 ff.) having on the obverse standing figures of Candragupta 
and Kumaradevi with their names, and on the reverse a figure 
of LaksmI seated on a lion with the legend Licchavayahj ‘the 
Licchavis The Licchavis are not mentioned in the Puranas ; it 
seems evident from Manu, x. 22, that Brahmanic tradition regarded 
the Ksatriyas of Magadha and Nepal as unorthodox. In the 
early history of Buddhism and Jainism they play an important 
part, however, as an illustrious family ruling at VaisalL Nothing 
is known of their history during the centuries intervening till they 
reappear in connexion with the marriage of Candragupta. 

§ 15. It is evident from the pride with which it is mentioned 
by his successors that this union marked an epoch in the fortunes 

1 Fleet, C.LL, iii, no. 47. 

2 Ibid., no. 52. 

3 On this point cf. also Fleet, C.1L, iii, p. 16, note 2. 

4 According to Vincent Smith (I.A., 1912, p. 258, no. 7) the form Licchivayah 
is found on a coin in the Rivett-Carnae collection in the Indian Museum, hut 
it is not specified in his Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum , vol. i, 
pp. 99-100 ; this form, though rarer, is however also found ; cf. Fleet, CJJ. 9 
iii, p. 16, note 1; S. Levi, Le Mpal, ii, p. 88, note 1; and Bidder, Laws of 
Manu (S.B.E.), s. 22, note. 



HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY' 


XIX 


f of the Uupui family. Whether, as Vincent Smith 1 suggests, the 
Liccliavis at this time actually held Pataliputra and that 
through his marriage Canclragupta succeeded to the power of his 
wife's relatives may be doubted. I-Tsing’s evidence (§ 10) suggests 
that Pataliputra was in the possession of the Guptas even in 
Gupta's time. It is evident from Candragupta’s assumption of the 
title malt arajadh iraja that he considerably extended his compara- 
tively small ancestral dominions by conquest, and it may be 
suggested that the adjoining kingdom of Vaisall was one of his 
earliest conquests, and that his marriage with KumaradevI was 
one of the terms of: the treaty of peace. Too much emphasis 
should not be laid on the pride of the Guptas in their Licchavi 
blood, but it was probably due rather to the ancient lineage of the 
Liechavis than to any material advantages gained by this alliance. 

§ 16. JSq inscriptions or other records of Canclragupta’s reign are 
known which might have given us details of the extent of his" 
conquests , but from our knowledge of Samudragupta’s conquests 
it may be deduced that his lather ruled the Ganges "Valley from 
the mouth of the Jumna (Prayaga) to Pataliputra ; it seems to be 
to his reign that the verses in the Puranas 2 defining the Gupta 
dominions refer. 

§17. It is from the reign of Gandragupta I that the Gupta era 
dates; the first year of this era ran from February 26, 320, to 
March 15, 821, 3 which is assumed to be the first year of Candra- 
gupta I s reign. It is not correct to say with Vincent Smith 3 4 that 
Canclragupta I founded the Gupta era, dating from his formal 


3 EJ1J . 2 , pp. 265-6. 

„ wM af ‘ g ^!f yEi ' galh m ^" a 'dfiagupt5sea bhoksyanti (Vishnu-Purana, transJ. 
H.-H. Wilson, 1840, p. 479, note 70 ) ; * 

Anugangaprayagaih ea saketam inagadhgAs tatha 
itan janapadan sarvan bhoksyante guptavarhsajah 
i Zl 7 qU ° ted by Wilson ’ cf - also Vincent Smith, I. A.. 1902, 

* t 1 ®® 1 ’ iH ’ Int ™duction ; LA., 1891, pp. 376-89. 

EJUr, p. 266 ; Imperial Gazetteer, ii, p. 290. 
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consecration, as evidence of his increased political importance. As 
Fleet 1 has emphasized, the Gupta era, like other eras, simply grew 
out of the habit of dating in regnal years. On the death of the 
founder of an era the date formula was retained, and the reckoning 
was allowed to run on mechanically in his successor’s reign, as is 
clear from such expressions as 8rl-0andragtipta-Taj yasamvatsa re 
80 8 (literally, in the 88th year of the reign of Candragupta) in 
Candragupta IFs Gadhwa inscription 2 and the numerous other 
examples given by Fleet. It is most probable that Candragupta I 
did not assume the title Mahdmjdclkirdja immediately on his 
succession to his father, but only did so after some expansion of 
his ancestral dominions, which must have occupied several years. 
The era, however, must elate from the first year of his reign and 
not from any ceremonial abhiseha as mafiarajdclhirdja 3 ; in support 
of this we may cite the case of Harsavardhana, whose era is known 
to date not from his coronation in 612, but from his accession six 
years earlier in October, 606. This is a further argument for 
accepting Fleet’s date of a.d. 385 for the death of Candragupta I. 

2. Samudbagupta. 

§ 18. Candragupta I was succeeded by his son Samudragupta* 
who was destined to rale one of the greatest empires India has 
ever seen. It is clear from the Allahabad inscription and from the 
epithet tidparigrhita applied to Samudragupta in other inscrip- 
tions, that the prince was selected from among his sons by 
Candragupta I as best fitted to succeed him, so that he may not 
necessarily have been his eldest son. 

We are fortunate in possessing for the history of his reign, 
an epigraphic record, unique among Indian annals in its wealth 
of detail. This is the Allahabad inscription, an elaborate Sanskrit 
composition in verse and prose inscribed on a stone pillar which 

1 Fleet, €.11, iii, p. 38, note 5. 2 Ibid., p. 38. 

s If it does, Vincent Smith’s chronology here accepted for the two preceding 
reigns would have to be modified as follows : Gupta, a.d. 270-290, Ghatotkaca* 

a.d, 290-310, Candragupta I, as maharaja, a.d. 290-320. 
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had been set up six hundred years before by Asoka and inscribed 
with his edicts. It gives a detailed account of Samudraguptas 
conquests, which, although not professedly chronological nor 
accurately geographical in arrangement, enables us to form a clear 
idea of the development and extent of his empire. 1 

§ 19. The inscription opens with a vivid account of the selection 
of Samudragupta as Yuvaraja by his father in the presence of 
the whole court . 2 His, conquests are then detailed under four 
heads which are on the whole geographical, though the principle 
of arrangement appears rather to be the result or degree of the 
conquest ; thus we have (a) (second in the inscription, 1.21) those 
kings who were slain and whose kingdoms were incorporated in 
Samudragupta’s dominions; (b) (1. 19) kings who were defeated 
arid taken prisoners, but reinstated as tributaries to Samudragupta ; 
(<-') (b 22) the 4 frontier kings \ who appear to have come to submit 
voluntarily and pay homage to the victorious monarch ; (d) (1. 23) 
more distant monarchs, who may have been defeated by Samudra- 
gupta in battle and who certainly saw the necessity of keeping 
on good terms with him. A.': ■' y ■■/•/;- 

§ 20. It is impossible with the material at our disposal to identify 
all the kings and kingdoms mentioned in the inscriptions ; they have 
been discussed by Fleet in the notes to his edition of the inscrip- 
tion and by Vincent Smith in his paper on the 4 Conquests of 
Samudragupta 5 (J.R.A.&, 1897, pp. 859 ff.). In 1. 21 we read that 
'his majesty had been increased by violently uprooting Rudra- 
deva. Matila, Nagadatta, Candravarman, Ganapatinaga, Nagasena, 
Acynta, Nandi, Balavarman and many other kings of Aryavarta 
and that he * made all the kings of the forest countries his 

On the importance of this inscription as a dated document of' Kavj^a 
literature cf. Biihler, 4 Die inelischen Inschriften und das Alter der indischen 
Kunstpoesie, pp. 38-45, Abhandlung XI of the Si tzitngsberi elite der Kaiserlichen 
Ahademie der Wissemchaften : philos.-hist. Classe, vol. exxii, Vienna, 1890. 

Der Vers gehdri zu. dem Besten was die Inder in der poetischen Miniatur- 
malerei, ihrer Hauptstiirke, geleistet haben (Biihler, op. eit tf p. 38). 



u.cuwuiiou Here witn tile JNagasena ‘heir to the Naga house ’ 2 
iu Padmavati whose downfall is given as one of the examples 
of ‘ disasters due to mistaken carelessness ’ in the Harsacarita , 3 
(His ruin was caused through the publication of his policy by a 
mnht bird.) Bapson 4 had previously suggested, in pointing 
out the strong resemblance of the Aeyuta coins to those of 
the Nfigas, that as Nagadatta and Nagasena also may have 
been members of the same family, all the nine kings here men- 
tioned may have been Nagas and that the term ‘Nine Nagas ’ 3 
might refer to a confederacy rather than a dynasty. It is, 
however, only a coincidence that the number of kings men- 
tioned by name in the inscription is nine, as the reference to 
the ‘other kings of the forest country’ shows, and it must 
not be forgotten that we have coins of five and possibly seven 
other kings whose names end in -naga, similar to those of 
Ganapatinaga, and that these coins all come from ATs,™™*. e 


wearing cne syllables acyu 
rndjmly at the site of Ahiechatra have been attributed with 

189 f, ! p ‘ ft 9 " 2 Nagakulajanmanah Nagasenasya (vi. 160) 

Transl. Cowell and Thomas, p. 192. < J.R.A.S., 1897, p 421 

Visnupurana (ed. Wilson, p. 479). « Cunningham, C.M.L, pp 21 et see. 
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considerable probability by Rapson 1 * and Vincent Smith 2 to the 
Acyuta of the inscription, who would thus have been king of 
Ahieehatm. It has been suggested 3 that Matila may be identical 
with the Matfcilaof the seal found in Bulandshahr, but. the absence 
of any honorific on the latter suggests that it is a private seal and 
not one of a royal personage. Lines 13, 14 of the inscription, which 
are damaged, seem to deal with the same campaign; we are again 
told that he extirpated Acyuta and Nagasena and captured the 
scion of the family of Kota with his armies. The remainder 
of the verse seems to mean that he rested on his laurels for 
a period in (the city) 4 * named Puspa \ 4 which is most probably 
Pataliputra. 

§ 22. The subjugation of 4 all the kings of the forest country 
roughly equivalent to the modern Central India, and the kings 
of the south was probably his next campaign. Lines 19, 20 give 
a list of the kings whom he overthrew and state that the glory 
which he gained from their capture was increased by his magna- 
nimity in releasing them. The first to be subdued on hi& 
southward march was king Mahendra of Ivosala ; of the kings- 
of the forest country only Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara is- 
mentioned by name. Overthrowing Mahenclra of Pistapura, in 
the Godavari district, Mantaraja of Kaurala 0 (the district round 
the modern lake Kolleru), Nllaraja of Avamukta, and Hastivarman 
of Yehgl on his southward march he reached the lands of 
Visnugopa, the Pallava king of Kanehi, who was likewise defeated, 
and the victorious monarch then turned westward. Passing through 
the kingdom of Ugrasena of Palakka, perhaps in the modern 
Nellore district, on his homeward journey, he overthrew Kubera 
of Devarastra and Damana of Erandapalla L, (Erandol in the 

1 J.E.A.S., 1897, p. 420. ^ > Ibid., p. 862 ; i, pp. 185, 186. 

Giowse, I. A., xviii, p. 289, quoting Fleet ; Fleet, Imperial Gazetteer, ii, p. 89. 

Mazumdar, in J.R.A.S., 1909, p. 332, compares Ragh., vi. 20-4, where the 

residence of the Magadhehara is said to he Puspapura. 

Of. Fleet, C.I.I. , iii, p. 13, note 7. 6 Of, Kielhorn, I. A., vi. p. 3, note 3. 

7 Fleet, J.R.A.& , 1898, pp. 368-9. 
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Khandesh district), amongst others. The dominions of these 
kings and of ‘ all the kings of the south 5 do not appear to have 
been incorporated in Samudragupta’s empire as were those of 
their less fortunate neighbours in the north ; the language of the 
inscription implies that the monarch reinstated them, probably on 
the payment of heavy tribute. 

§ 23. In 1. 22 of the inscription we have a list of the ‘ frontier 
kings ’ (pratyantanrpati) of the east and north, and the republican 
communities of the west and south-west, who appear to have 
voluntarily submitted to Samudragupta and paid homage and thus 
to have escaped being ‘ forcibly extirpated \ On the east was 
the kingdom of Samatata, with Davaka to the north of it, and 
further to the north-east Kamarupa (Assam) ; to the north were 
Nepala (Nepal) and Kartrpura, the name of which may still 
survive in Kartarpur in the Jalandhar district. 

To the north-west were the Yaudheyas and Madrakas in the 
Panjab, with the Malavas, Arjunayanas, and Abhiras 1 to the 
south of them. The lands of the Prarjunas, Sanakamkas, Kakas, 
and Kharaparikas lay to the south, probably in Malwa and the 
Central Provinces. A clue to the locality of the Sanakamkas (or 
Sanakamkas) is given by the Udayagiri inscription of Sanakanika 

maharaja (- -)dhala (?) or dhala (I), a feudatory of Candra- 

gupta II. 

§ 24. In 1. 23 we again have a reference to Samudragupta' s 
magnanimity to those he defeated ; his panegyrist says, ‘His fame, 
which pervades the whole world, is due to his re-establishing many 
royal families whom he had overthrown and deprived of sove- 
reignty/ This probably does not refer specially to the distant 
monarehs referred to in the following lines, where we are told that 
4 the binding together of the whole world by his strong arm was 
effected by the acts of homage, such as self-sacrifice, the bringing 
of gifts of maidens, the soliciting of charters confirming them 


1 On the Abhiras ef. Rapson, C.A . fy W.K., p, exxxiv, note 1. 
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in the enjoyment; of their territories, hearing the Garuda seal , 1 See,, 
rendered by the Daivaputms, Sahis, Sahannsahis, ^akas, and 
Munimlas and by the people of Sinhala and all the dwellers in 

the islands \ 

§ 25 . Whether the rulers of these kingdoms were actually con- 
quered by Samudragupta and restored to power again, or whether 
they simply saw the necessity of keeping on friendly relations 
with him, and sent him presents which his panegyrist describes as 
tribute, is not clear from the language of the inscription ; it seems 
certain from Chinese sources 2 that in the case of the king of 
Ceylon the relations were entirely friendly ; the latter sent gifts 
to Samudragupta with a request to be allowed to build a monas- 
tery at Bodh Gaya for the convenience of pilgrims from Ceylon ; 
Samudragupta granted this request, and it is clearly this embassy 
that is referred to in the inscription as bringing gifts from 'the 
people of Sinhala and all the dwellers in the islands 5 . On the other 
hand it is probable that his relations with some, at least, of the 
others were not so friendly. That he penetrated far into the 
territory of the Sakas of the north, and probably of the Devaputra 
too, is clear from the influence of their coinage on his. The name 
Sakas, for example, may include the Western Ksatrapas of Saurastra , 3 * 
and as Samudragupta’s conquests are known to have extended up 
to the frontier of Ksatrapa territory he may have paved the way 
for his son’s annexation of their kingdom by defeating them in 
battle, though he did not make a permanent conquest. 

1 This seems to be the proper translation ; we must take all that follows 
dam with the next verbal noun yacana , and translate as above. Garutmadanka 
is not a coin of any kind, nor indeed, with the exception of certain silver coins 
with the Garuda on the reverse, are there any coins on which the bird is 
prominent enough for the coin to be described as 'having the Garuda for its 
type’. 

2 Sylvain Levi, ‘ Les Missions de Wang-Hiuen Tse dans Linde, * Journ . 

Asiatique , 1900, pp. 406, 411, discussed by V. A. Smith in the Ind. Ant., 1902, 

pp. 192-7, and quoted p. 194. 

;; Vincent Smith, J.R.A.S., 1897, p. 401 ; i Rapson, C.A. § W.K., pp. 
note 1, and cl. 
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§ 26. The identification of the kingdoms and peoples 1 included 
t the compound ‘ Dam(2mtra-S^l^iSnv^i-^ha-Murun<^ 
ciik is a matter of considerable difficulty, and cannot be made 
with absolute certainty. There can be no doubt that they are 
the representatives of the various 6aka and Kushan peoples who 
had invaded India four centuries before and gradually overrun 
Northern India; at one time practically the whole of Northern 
India 2 was under their sway, but by the end of the third century 
a.d. their powei, and the territory that owned their suzerainty, must 
have been much more limited, and it was an easy task for Samu- 
dragupta to win back the land that had once been under foreign 
rule ; Magadha still seems to have been tributary to them .as late 

as _ A ' D - 250<3 The three first members of the compound were 
originally titles and not ethnics like the last two; they were the 
titles of the great Kushan emperors Kaniska, Huviska, and 
Vasudeva. Dawcqmtm is the Indian equivalent of the Chinese 

Imperial title t'ien-tzu, ‘son of heaven’, adopted by the Kushans 
from the Chinese; Sahanusahi, ‘ king of kings’, is the well-known 
Iranian title of suzerain power which had been transmitted by the 
Scythian rulers 4 of Baetria and India to their Kushan successors. 

It had long been familiar in North-Western India in the Greek, 
Iranian, and Prakrit forms BA2IAEX1S BAZIAEGJN, [DAO, 

N ANOj^AO, and rajatiraja on coins and inscriptions, and was 
adopted as a title of suzerainty by the Guptas in the Sanskrit 
form maharajadhiraja ; Sahi is the element of which the com- 
pound Sahanusahi is formed, ^ndSdH-SaMnumhi is the Iranian 


., C ° n ‘ p0Und j 8 ’ of course, open to such translations as the 
Muruncla (fang) who is a &ka and whose titles are daivaputra \ &c or ‘ the 

2Z£g2?. it Wi T f es to tee d^oXositt 

01 tee compound; it is practically certain, however, as will be seen above that 

five distmct peoples are referred to, with the possible reservation that &L- 
8 Ibid., p. 1057. 

to', “S? >r “‘ a b ‘° k th ™ S ‘ “» *»• * 
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i M|ui valent of m ahdrdja-rdjddhirdja ; thus we find maharaja- 
rujaalraja us a title of Ivad pluses il and of the Kaniska of the 
Are, inscription, and rajadiroja raid as a title of Vasudeva. 

§ 27. There is some evidence to show that by the third and 
fourth centuries these titles were no longer those of one great 
suzerain, but had each become the peculiar title of the ruler of 
one of the smaller states into which the Kushan empire had been 
broken up, and were as characteristic as Shah or Sultan at the 
present day. The Chinese historians frequently mention the 
Devaputra (ti -pouo-fo-tan-lo) of India, and it is clear that they 
mean the king whose title is devaputra and not vaguely the 
emperor (fiendzu) of India ; he is, as Sylvain Le'vi 1 has shown, 
also known as token-fan , which is synonymous. Mr. Kennedy 2 
suggests that the £ son of heaven * of India is to be located in the 
Panjab, as a Chinese historian of the fourth century describes this 
country as famous for its elephants. Although it is not certain 
that the Chinese historian does not simply use the title with the 
meaning 'great emperor ’ here rather than with the specified 
meaning of a king whose title is devaputra , in which ease the 
reference is probably to the Gupta emperor, this localization is 
most probable on other grounds, 

§ 28, The Kidara Kushans adopted the title Sdhi ; although 
their invasion is later than Samudragupta’s reign, as their coins 
certainly are, they presumably borrowed the title, which survived 
down to Muhammadan times and seems to have been particularly 
associated with Gandhara, from their predecessors, so that there is 
some evidence that Sdhi was the peculiar title of one branch of 
the Kushan race. While it is possible that Sdhi-Sdhd nusdki is the 


3 Melanges Charles tie Harlez, p. 183 ; cf. also Cliavannes, I Tsing, Memoires , 
p. 56, note. Tehen-fan is a Chinese reproduction of Cin-tMn>Cmd4th<ma from 
Chm-sthana, the learned Sanskrit name of China, also applicable to the Emperor 
of China as a tachvja compound and thus a synonym of devaputra . 

4 J.R.A.S., 1912, p. 682; 1913, p. 1062. WS& 
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title of one great king, presumably not in India as lie still uses 
the Iranian title, it is probable that the latter member of the 
compound refers to a different ruler. 

"V incent Smith suggests that he was either the Sassanian emperor 
Sapor II, who certainly used the title, or the king of the Ivushans 
on the Oxus ; we prefer the latter identification, but should regard 
him as king of Kabul rather than on the Oxus, if the two are 
not identical. There is no evidence of intercourse between the 
Gupta and Sassanian empires at this period, while we know that 
there was a powerful Kushan kingdom between them whose 
sympathies were with Persia 1 rather than India. The fact that 
Samudragupta’s coins are strongly influenced by those of the 
Kushan kings of the Panjab, and seem quite uninfluenced by the 
OH|DO reverse of those of Kabul, is perhaps evidence that his 
arms did not penetrate so far. The Sahanusahi (or perhaps the 
Sahi-Sahanusahi), whose Iranian title shows (that he did not rule 
in India, where it would not have survived, is to be identified 
with the king of the Kushans whose kingdom stretched from the 
Indian borders to the Oxus. 

§ 29. While the name 6akas may include the Western Ksatrapas, 
it must more particularly designate those 6akas in the north who 
issued the coins of Kushan types with ARDOX|X> reverse, which 
formed the prototypes of Samudragupta’s coinage. These coins bear 
the name &aha in addition to Brahml letters in the field, which 
may be the initials of individual rulers : these coins have been 
found in Peshawar, Rawal Pindi, and the Swat Valley and Northern 
Panjab, but presumably circulated over a wider area southwards. 
The very similar coins with OH^O reverse never bear the name 
Saka and belong to another dynasty, most probably the Sahanusahi, 
as we find the Siva reverse on the coins of Sassanian fabric which 
must certainly be attributed to the Kushan allies of the Sassanian 
empire, and these coins are found in the Kabul Valley. 


1 Kennedy, J.R.A.S., 1913, p. 1061; and Drouin, Rev. Mm., 1896, pp. 164 ff. 
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§ 30. All available information on the Murundas has been 
collected by ftylvain Levi 1 2 who shows, as their association here 
with the Sakas, ike., suggests, that they were a Scythic or Kushan 
people.- He recognizes the name in the Chinese Meou~loun, the 
title of the king of a country in India, in an account of a Chinese 
embassy to Fu-Nan (Siam) in the third century a. d. The Chinese 
envoys there met envoys who had just returned from India, 
whither they had been sent by the king of Fu-Nan, and received 
an account of* India from them. Sylvain Levi identifies the 
Murundas with the MapovvSat of Ptolemy (vii. 2. 14), who locates 
them on the left bank of the Ganges, south of the Gogra, down to 
the top of the delta ; the French scholar shows that the Greek and 
Chinese accounts are in substantial agreement and are confirmed 
by the statements in the Jain books which designate the Marunda- 
raja as ruler of Kanyakubja 3 and as residing in Pataliputra. 4 
The Chinese authority describes the Murundaraja as a monarch 
of great power whose suzerainty was owned by distant kingdoms, 
and the description of his capital seems to suggest Pataliputra. 
The name Marunda, or Murunda, is found in the dynastic lists 
of the Puranas 5 among the races of foreign origin which have 
ruled India with the 6akas, Yavanas, and Tukharas. The Mafcsya 
Purana describes them as of foreign origin (Mlecchasam bhava) and 
the Yayu as Arya-MIecchas. 

We have thus considerable evidence that in the early centuries 
of the Christian era the Murunda kingdom was a powerful one 
covering the greater part of the Ganges Valley, and that the 
dynasty was a foreign one. 


1 ‘Deux Peuples meconnus’ in Melanges Charles de Harlez (Leiden, 1896), 
pp. 176-85. 

2 This was first recognized by Wilford (As. Bes., viii. 113), who calls the 
Murundas £ a tribe of Huns and identifies them with the Marundae of 
Ptolemy. 

3 Si rihdsa nad vat rih&ika , ed. Weber, in Indische Stadien, vol. xv, pp. 279-80. 

4 Merutuhga’s Prabandhacintamam, Bombay, 1888, p. 27. 

6 Marundas, Murundas ( Vuyu P.) ; Purundas, Purandas (Matsya P.) ; Surundas, 
Gurundas (Bhdg. P.) ; Svarndas (Brahmdnda P .) ; Mundas (Visnu P.). 
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It seems very probable that it was the decline of Murunda 
power that gave the Gupta dynasty its opportunity for expansion. 
By Samudragupta’s time the centre of their power must have 
retreated northwards, otherwise it is difficult to account for their 
mention here with the Daivaputm, &c., unless it is due merely to 
recognition of their foreign origin. It is possible that we have 
to deal with two distinct peoples named Murunda, in which case 
we may accept Lassen's 1 identification of the Murundas as the 
people of Lampaka, a small country lying along the northern bank 
of the Kabul River, between the Aliyal and Kumar Rivers ; but 
this may have been the last stronghold of the Tukhara power 
that once ruled all Northern India from Kabul to the Ganges. 

As Vincent Smith points out, the reference to the Murundas in the 
Harivamkt shows that in the seventh century A. x>. the Murundas 
were still remembered as having played an important part in 
Indian history. 

§ 31. These five kingdoms, then, may be very tentatively 
localized as follows : the Murundas in the Upper Ganges territory, to 
theN.W. of them the^akas in the modem North-Western Province, 
part of Kashmir, and the northern part of the Panjab ; the 
remainder of the Panjab was probably the territory of the 
Devaputra, while the Sahi and Sahanusahi are to be placed beyond 
the modern Indian frontier, the former in Gandhara and the latter 
at Kabul, though his territory probably stretched from the Indian 
frontier to the Oxus. 

§ 32. The Eran inscription, 2 our only other epigraphic record of 
Samudragupta’s reign, is unfortunately in a very fragmentary 
condition; it commemorates the erection of some building in 
‘Airikina, the city of his delight’, by some one whose name has 
been destroyed but who may have been Samudragupta. The 


1 Indische AUertumshunde , i, p. 548, quoting Hemacandra, iv. 36 ; cf. also 
Vincent Smith in JJLA.S, 1897, pp. 984-6. 

2 Fleet, C.ll , iii, no. 2, pp. 19 ff. 
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surviving portion of the inscription is a short panegyric of 
Samudragupta, similar to that of Harisena in the Allahabad 
inscription. It was probably composed towards the end of his 
reign, as the allusion to distributions of gold (L 7) may be a 
reference to the Asvamedha sacrifice. In 13. 12, 13 we are told 
that he overthrew the whole tribe of kings on earth and deprived 
them of sovereignty, and there is another allusion to his conquests 
in L 17 where he is said to have provided a dowry for his virtuous 
and faithful wife by his valour. 

§ 33. It must have been on the conclusion of his victorious cam- 
paigns that Samudragupta celebrated the Horse-Sacrifice, which, as 
we are told in the inscriptions of his successors, had long been in 
abeyance. The gold coins struck on this occasion for distribution 
to the Brahmans still survive ; these bear a figure of the horse to 
be sacrificed before an altar with a legend in the Upajati metre, 
‘ the maharajadhiraja, of irresistible valour, 1 having conquered the 
earth (now) wins heaven ’ (i. e. by sacrifice, &c.) ; on the reverse 
is a figure of the queen who played an important part in the 
sacrifice and the legend Aivmnefffiapardlcramah * (he whose) 
supremacy (has been established by the) Asvamedha A seal 
bearing a horse and the legend pardkrmna , published by 
Rapson in the J.R.A.8., 1901, p. 102, most probably refers to 
this sacrifice. The word parakrama was a favourite one with 
Samudragupta, 2 and seems to have been a title of his, as it is 
found on the reverse of his coins in the place occupied by the 
Yikramdditya , Mahendrci, &c., of his successors. A stone figure 
of a horse found in Oudh and now in Lucknow, bearing an 

incomplete Prakrit legend adaguttasa deyadhamma , may 

also refer to Samudraguptas sacrifice. 3 There seems to be no 

1 Apr at fact ryavTrya ; only the first syllable apr is visible on any known 
specimen, but the restoration is probably correct as it completes the couplet 
ancl is a known epithet of Samudragupta (Eran inscription, 1. 16). 

2 Cp. the legend of the Standard and Tiger types of his coins and Eran 

inscription, 1, 21, &c. - . 

3 V. A. Smith, EMI. 2 , p. 278. 
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reference to the A&varnedha sacrifice in the Allahabad inscription 
unless the anelmgomtasahmxcdd yinah of 1. 25 be one, but it is 
significant also that there is no mention here of distributions of 
gold as in the Eran inscription, 1 and in the inscriptions of his 
successors. 2 The inscription was probably engraved before the 
Asvamedha was celebrated. When we further remember that even 
the earliest of Samuel ragupt as coins bear a reference to his 
conquests, it may be legitimately concluded that the coinage was 
instituted at a comparatively late period in the reign, when 
Sarnudragupta had returned enriched by the gold of Southern 
India and had become acquainted with the coins of his neighbours 
in the north-west, and possibly after the Allahabad inscription 
had been set up. As in the later inscriptions also, the term 
(ipmtimtha 1 invincible ’, fi unrivalled \ is applied to Sarnudragupta 
in the Allahabad inscription ; the term a prativaryamrya in the Eran 
inscription is synonymous. Even if we make all allowance for the 
exaggerations of his panegyrist it is evident that Sarnudragupta 
was a man of exceptional intellectual attainments. The testimony 
of the Lyrist type of his coins to his musical abilities finds corro- 
boration in the words 3 of the inscription. His magnanimity and 
generosity to his defeated opponents are repeatedly emphasized, 
and we even learn that he composed poems which were fit to rank 
with the works of professional poets. 

§ 34. We possess no dated documents 4 for the reign of Samudra- 
gupta, but it is possible to date its limits with some degree of 
accuracy. If we allow a reign of twenty-five years to Oandra- 
gupta I from the death of his father, the date of the accession of 
Sarnudragupta may he placed in A. D. 335. As mentioned above 

1 1. 7, sumniadane. 

2 Nymjugatd nekagoh i } xmya’koti'pradasya. 

3 Gft ndharvmlal itaik , &c. (Allahabad, 1. 27), 

4 The forged Gaya grant (Fleet, no. 60) professes to be dated in the year 9 
(328/329), but it cannot be assumed that the forger knew this date to be 
correct ; besides there is great uncertainty about the correct reading of the 
numeral. 


HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY 


xxxii 


Sylvain Levi has shown from Chinese sources that Samudragupta 
was a contemporary of Meghavarna of Ceylon. Vincent Smith, 
adopting Wijesinha's chronology, according to which Meghavarna 
died in a. d. 332, places the accession of Samudragupta in a.d. 326, 1 
which would give him a reign of half a century. Fleet 1 2 3 has since 
shown that the true date of Meghavarna is A. 3>. 351-79, which 
allows us to take the more natural date of A. D. 335 as the date 
of Samudragupta’s accession ; it might be assumed from the 
language of the Allahabad inscription, which implies that the 
embassy came after his conquests, that the embassy from Ceylon 
could not have been so early as A. i>. 330, and Fleet’s chronology 
allows us to place it much later in Samudragupta’s reign. We 
must in any case allow Samudragupta a reign of considerable 
length, and he most probably lived till A. D. 380 or A. D. 385. The 
name of his queen, the mother of his successor Candragupta II, 
was Dattadevi. 

§ 35. The attribution of the coins bearing the name Kaea to 
Samudragupta is no longer doubted 8 ; to the arguments adduced by 
Fleet 4 and Vincent Smith 5 may be added the fact that the legend 
on the Kaea type is almost synonymous with that on the Archer 
type ; the karmabkir nttamair of the Kaea type is equivalent to 
the si war l fair of the Archer type, and both are an allusion to 
the sacrifices and pious works of Samudragupta. Kaea occurs 
elsewhere 6 as the name of a ruling king ; Fleet (loc. cit.) has 
suggested that it may be a less formal name of Samudragupta; 
it must be a name or title of equal importance to such titles as ; 
Sarvarajocchetta, Krtantaparasu. Apratiratha, &c., and is certainly 
one by which he was quite well known or it would not appear 

1 LA., 1902, p. 258; E.B.I}, pp. 272, 308. One serious objection to this date 
is that Samudragupta could only have been about sixteen years old at this time 
if we adopt Vincent Smith’s date of 308 for the marriage of Candragupta I. 

2 1909, p. 342. 

3 Vincent Smith, LA., 1902, pp. 259-60. 

4 C.LL, iii, p. 27. 
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on his coins. It may be that Kaca was the original name of 
the emperor and that he took the name Samudragupta in allusion 
to his conquests, 1 2 and, by taking a name formed on the analogy of 
his father’s, instituted the custom of taking names ending in 
gupta followed by his successors. 

§ 36. If Hoernle’s attribution of the Farldpur inscription 2 of the 
Maharajadhiraj a Srx-Dharmaditya to the reign of Samudragupta 
could be accepted, Dharmaditya would be another name of Samu- 
dragupta analogous to the Vikramaditya of his successor. Although 
a very appropriate title for him to have assumed, 3 and although 
the identification seems to be strengthened by the use of the 
epithet apratircdha , there is no real basis for the identification, 
and the type (abhiseka of Laksmi) of the seal points to another 
dynasty and probably a later date ; the aditya title of Samudra- 
gupta would by the analogy of other reigns, moreover, be Parakra- 
maditya, but there is no evidence that he had such a title. 

The earliest Gupta coins must be attributed to the reign of 
Samudragupta (see §§ 70 ff.). His commonest type is the Standard 
type, and it is also the earliest as it most closely resembles the 
late Kushan coins of the Eastern Panjab. It is significant that 
only the eastern Kushan issues with APAOXjoO reverse were 
imitated by the Guptas, and that no trace of the influence of the 
western coinages with OHj^O reverse is to be found on their coins. 
This probably shows that Samudragupta s conquest did not extend 
beyond the Panjab. 

3. Candragupta II Vikramaditya. 

§ 37. Samudragupta was succeeded by his son Candragupta II 
Vikramaditya, who seems to have been chosen out of his many 

1 Cf. the caturudadhisaHlasvcidUdyaSas[ah] of the inscriptions. 

2 LA., xxi, pp. 48-4 ; but see now J.RA.S., 1909, p. 186, note 1, where he 
would, prefer to attribute the inscription to Yaiodharman. 

8 Cf. the Dharnmiapraclmba ndhah of the Allahabad inscription, 1. 15, and the 
6a strata ttmrtthotiliarttii h of L 5. 
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sons as the best fitted to succeed him . 1 For Ms reign we possess 
a number of dated inscriptions, so that its limits may be defined 
with more accuracy than those of his predecessors. His accession 
may be placed in a.d. 380, and he died in a.d. 4d3 or 414. 

The first of these is the Udayagiri cave inscription 2 of the year 
82 = A. D. 401-2, on the eleventh lunar day of the bright fortnight 
of Amdha (June- July), recording a dedication by a maharaja of 
the Sanakanika family; the last component -dhala of his name 
alone is legible, but he is described as the son of Maharaja 
Yisnudasa and the grandson of the Maharaja Chagalaga: he 
describes himself as Candra gupta-padanudhyata, so that he 
must have been a feudatory of Candragupta II, as his father or 
grandfather had been to Samudragupta. 3 

Even the name of Candragupta has disappeared from the 
fragments of his Mathura inscription 4 that survive, but that it 
belonged to his reign is clear from the reference [8ct\mudraguptasya 
putrena. 

§ 38. The Sanchi inscription 5 is dated in the year 93 = 412-13 
on the fourth day of the month Bhadrapada (Aug -Sept.). It 
records a grant by Amrakardava (or Amrakardava), son of TJndana, 
of a village or allotment of land called Isvaravasaka, and the sum of 
25 dinaras to the Arya-samgha of the great vihara of Kakanabota 
for the purpose of feeding bhiksus and maintaining lamps. The 
donor was an officer, possibly — as suggested by Fleet, p, 32, note 1 — 
a minister of Candragupta. It may be assumed from the expression 
4 Anekasamaravaptavijayayasaspatakah ’ applied to him that he 
was a person of considerable importance and high military rank. 
His donation appears to have been made out of gratitude for 
favours received from Candragupta II. 

1 Eran inscr., 1. 19 ; Bihar inscr. of Skandagupta, 1. 19. 

2 Fleet, Hi, no. S. 

3 Cf. Allahabad inscription, 1. 22, where the Sanakamkas are said to have 
paid tribute to Samudragupta. 

4 Fleet, CJ.L, no. 4. . 
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§ 39. The undated Udayagiri inscription, no* 6 in Fleet’s Corpus, 
records the excavation of a cave in honour of Sambhu (Siva) by 
Virasena, also called Sfiba, a hereditary minister of Candragupta 
holding the office of Minister of Peace and War (i. e. of Foreign 
Affairs). It mentions the fact that Candragupta * seeking to 
conquer the world ' visited Udayagiri with the donor, who is 
described as belonging to Pataliputra. This may be evidence that 
the Gupta capital was still Pataliputra ; in I, 2 there is a reference 
to the prowess (vikrttma) of Candragupta. The inscription may 
have been inscribed when Candragupta was on the campaign of 
conquest which ended in the overthrow of the Western Ksatrapas. 

The Gadhwa inscription is dated in the year 88 = 407/8. 
Candragupta’s name does not appear in the fragment that has 
survived, but that it was mentioned may be deduced from the 
title pamma hh dgavatcw i ahar (djaclMraj a) in 1. 10. The inscription 
records a gift of 10 dinaras for some pious purpose. 

§ 40. The Meharaull inscription 1 commemorates the conquests of 
a king named Candra, who has been identified by Vincent Smith 
and others with Candragupta II. If the inscription refers to 
Candragupta II, we learn from it that his western conquests 
extended across the Indus; the enemies who had united against 
him in the Vanga country were probably peoples who had taken 
the opportunity of his absence in the west to cast off the yoke 
under which his father had laid them. The Vahlikas, whom he 
defeated across the * seven mouths J of the Indus, are mentioned 
several times in the Brhatsamhita with northern peoples and are 
generally identified as the people of Balkh ; the etymology of 
Vahlika, from the Pehlevi form (Bakhl or Bahl) of the name Balkh, 
seems a very probable one, but the inscription cannot mean that 
Candra’s arms penetrated to Balkh, the route to which would not 
be across the mouth of the Indus; it is probable that the name 
Vahlika had acquired a more general significance and was used 
like Pahlava, Yavana, &e., of a body of foreign invaders of India. 


ls Fleet, iii, no. 32. 
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§ 41, The inscription presents several remarkable features ; 
it is posthumous: the phraseology is quite unlike that of any 
Gupta inscription, and no genealogy is given. It is even possible, 
as suggested by Fleet in an alternative translation in note 2, 
p. 142, that the king’s name was not Candra and that his name 
is concealed in a poetical allusion in the words * candrahvena 
samagra-candra-sa- drslm &c. (1. 6); it seems clear, however, that 
dhdvena is a slip for bhdvena , the dh is not quite like the 
other dh ’ s in the inscription, but is quite like the btis, with the 
addition of the bottom stroke from left to right, caused by an 
engraver’s slip. There is no question then of a king named 
Dhava. The epithet ‘having in faith fixed his mind on the 
god Visnu ’ recalls the paramahhdgavata so favoured by Candra- 
gupta II, but this latter phrase is so stereotyped an epithet of 
his that the fact that it is not used here is rather an argument 
against identifying Candra with Candragupta II. The statement 
that he attained supreme sovereignty in the world by his own 
arm and enjoyed it for a long time is certainly more applicable 
to Candragupta II than Candragupta I, 1 to whom it has been 
proposed to ascribe the inscription, and is particularly applic- 
able to Samudragupta. The statement that ‘the breezes of his 
prowess still perfume the southern ocean 5 recalls Samudragupta 
rather than Candragupta, and it may be significant that vlrya and 
not vikrama is used for prowess here. There is no analogy for 
the abbreviation Candra for Candragupta in inscriptions; its 
occurrence in the field of the coins is hardly a parallel, as this 
is probably due to lack of space, and it never occurs in the 
marginal legends ; the ‘ Vikrama ’ for Vikramaditya suggested by 
Vincent Smith is not a proper parallel. 

§42. The identification which is accepted by Hoernle 2 and' 
Vincent Smith 3 is based on epigraphical grounds and on the 


1 Fleet, CXI., p. 110, note 1. 

2 LA., xxi, pp. 48-4. 

3 KILL 2 , p. 275. 
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difficulty of finding any one other than Candragupta II to whom 
the inscription could belong in the beginning of the fifth century, 
to which Hoernle would assign the inscription. The fact that 
the inscription is engraved on iron, however, makes it difficult 
to dogmatize on its date, and we must decline to accept the 
identification. Not only is there no real ground for identifying 
Candra with Candragupta II, but it is improbable that the 
inscription belongs to the dynasty at all ; when the true explana- 
tion is discovered it will probably be found that Fleet is right in 
emphasizing the early character of its epigraphy. 1 

§ 43. The most important event of the reign of Candragupta II 
was his conquest of the Western Ksatrapas, which added Surastra 
and Malwa to his dominions. The exact date of this event has not 
been definitely ascertained, but it can be located within fairly 
narrow limits. It is probable that the influence of Samudra- 
gupta’s conquests was felt by the Western Ksatrapas, if the 
Sakas of the Allahabad inscription include the Western Ksatrapas. 2 

The two Udayagiri inscriptions, one of which is dated in 401, 
are evidence of the Gupta occupation of Eastern Malwa. The 
other commemorates the excavation of a cave by a minister of 
Candragupta II, who came hither with his royal master who was 
4 seeking to conquer the whole world It is unfortunately undated, 
or we might have had a clue to the date at which Candragupta 
passed here on his campaign against the Ksatrapas. The numismatic 
evidence, however, throws some light on the subject. The latest 
dated coins of the Western Ksatrapas are of the year 310 or 31 x~ 
a.d. 388 or 3 88-97. 3 On his conquest of Surastra Candragupta II 
issued silver coins closely copied from those of the Ksatrapas. On 
the obverse these bear the king’s head with traces of Greek 
inscription still surviving with date behind. On the reverse they 
substitute the Garuda bird for the Caitya, &c. The earliest date on 

1 C.LL, iii, p. 140 and note 1. 

2 See above, p. xxviii. 

3 Eapson, C.A . <$• W.K. , pp. cxlix, eli, 192-4. 
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these coins is 90 or 90 oj = a.d. 409 or 409-13 (since Candra- 
gupta II died about 413). We know, however, from the Udayagiri 
inscription of 82 = A. X>. 401 that Eastern Malwa must by this 
time have been included in the Gupta dominions, and although 
this is not evidence for the conquest of Gujarat and Kathiawar 
it is highly probable that they were conquered on the same 
campaign. Vincent Smith assumes 395 1 as a mean date for 
the completion of the conquest, which is near enough for practical 
purposes. An echo of this campaign is to be found in the 
Harsacaritci 2 — almost the only reference to the Guptas in literature 
— according to which Candragupta slew the king of the Sakas 
f while courting another man's wife in his enemy's town *. 3 

§ 44 . In the Travels 4 of the Chinese pilgrim Fa~Hien, who visited 
India from a. D. 405 - 11 , we have an account of the empire of 
the Guptas in the reign of Candragupta II. Unfortunately the 
pious monk was so absorbed in his studies that he does not even 
mention the name of the king then ruling : beyond showing that 
the country appeared to be prosperous and well governed his 
narrative is of little historical value. It must be doubted that 
Buddhism held the predominant position he would lead us to 
believe. The evidence of the coins and inscriptions shows that the 
rulers were Hindus, and Buddhism must by this period have long 
passed its zenith. Fa-Hien probably passed most of his time in 
study in the various monasteries he visited and saw but little of 
the everyday life of the people. 

It is of importance to note that Pataliputra in his time was still 
one of the most flourishing towns in the empire and that Magadha 
was one of the most prosperous districts in the Middle Kingdom, 
although Gaya and the other holy places of Buddhism were now 


3 EJLI.\ p. 276. 

2 Trans!., p. 194. 

, 3 b may be to this campaign that the tradition that Vikramaditya slew 
Saka refers. 

4 Transl. by Legge (Oxford, 1886), 
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desolate and invaded by jungle. His statement that cowrie shells 
were the only articles used in buying and selling is of numismatic 
interest. This probably refers to such small transactions as the 
pilgrim had occasion to make. He does not seem to have met 
with the gold coins which would only be required for large 
transactions. That they were actually in currency we know from 
the references to donations of 4 dxnaras ’ and e suvarnas 5 in the 
inscriptions. 

§ 45. Bloch’s excavations at Basarh 1 (Vaisall) revealed a large 
number of clay seals belonging to the reign of Candragupta II. 
Of these the most important was the seal of the 4 Mahadevl-Srl~ 
Dhruvasvaminl, wife of the Maharajadhiraja-^ri-Candragupta, 
mother of the Maharaja Sri Govindagupta ’ ; among the others 
was a seal of &rl Ghatotkacagupta. The latter has been discussed 
above (pp. xvi-xvii), where it has been shown that it cannot be 
a seal of Ghatoikaca, father of Candragupta I, but must be that of 
some member of the family of Candragupta II. 

§ 46. Govindagupta cannot have been Kumaragupta I, but 
must have been a younger brother; the title maharaja probably 
means no more than prince. He was governor of Vaisali, and 
the seals are those of various officials of his court and of 
prominent citizens and communities in his province. It is 
rather difficult to account for this collocation of seals. Dr. Bloch 
suggested that they were originally attached to documents which 
have disappeared. Prof. Bhandarkar s suggestion, however, seems to 
us the more probable one, that the site where they were discovered 
was the workshop of the potter or other person entrusted with 
the task of making seals, and that these are trial impressions. 
Among the officials are the Kumaramatyadhikarana, chief of the 
prince’s ministers, who is also given the title Yuvaraja, which 
cannot therefore have been peculiar to the heir-apparent; on 
another seal he is called the Yuvaraja and Bhattaraka, chief of 


1 A.S&, 1903-4, pp. 101-20. 
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the prince's ministers; the Baladhikarana, the chief of military 
forces, also bears the title Yuvaraja and Bhattaraka. Other im- 
portant officials were the Ranabhtadagarad h ikarana , chief of the 
treasury of the war office ; the Dandapasadhikarana, the chief of 
police (perhaps a military officer) ; VinayaSura, the great chamberlain 
(J Itihojsfatiham) and Taravara; the Judge {Makada nclandyaha) 
Agnigupta : the chief of the uparikas of Tirabhukti ; the chief of 
the princes ministers at Tlra; the chief of the government of 
VaisalT. Tlra and Tirabhukti, or the 'district of Tlra which are 
also mentioned, evidently were governed by a similar staff of 
officials to Vaisali. Udanakupa seems to be another locality 
governed by a parisad or panchayat. The great majority of the 
seals refer to the guild of bankers ( iresthin ), traders (savthavalia ) , 
and merchants (kulika), and are usually found in combination with 
seals of private individuals. 1 

§ 47. The coins of Candragupta II display considerable originality 
of type. In his reign the throned goddess is replaced by the purely 
Indian type of a goddess seated on a lotus. The Couch type and 
the 1 Umbrella type are original. He also introduced the Horseman 
type which became so popular with his successor. Samudragupta 
had represented himself in combat with a tiger, and Candragupta 
developed this idea in four distinct types in which he is repre- 
sented slaying a lion, with legends descriptive of his prowess 
and strength. His reign is chiefly remarkable for the introduction 
of a currency in silver and copper, the former of which was 
considerably extended by his successors Kumaragupta I and 
Skandagupta. 

4. Kumaragupta I Mahendraditya. 

§ 48. It is impossible to give anything like a connected account 
of the reign of Candragupta's son and successor Kumaragupta I. 
He came to the throne in a. d. 413 or 414. The Gadhwa 2 inscrip- 

1 Of. Vogel’s account of the state officials of Chamba in Antiquities of 
Chmnha State, vol. i, pp. 120-36 (Calcutta, 1911). 

- Fleet, CJ.L, iii, no. 8. 
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tion, commemorating the gift of a sum of money for religious 
purposes, is dated in his reign, hut the date is no longer legible. 
The Bilsad inscription 1 of the year 96 (a.d. 415-16) commemorates 
the building of a pmtoll (gateway), the establishment of a mtlra 
(rest-house), and the erection of a column bearing an inscription 
recording these gifts at a temple of the god Svami-Mahusena 
(Karttikeya) by a pious donor named Dhruva.sarman. It describes 
the- monarch’s reign as ‘a reign of increasing victory’. The 
Gadlnva- inscription of the year 98 records the gift of twelve 
dlnaras, apparently to a sattra. The Udayagiri * inscription of the 
year 106 (425-6) does not mention Kumaragupta, but is dated in 
the reign ‘of the family of Guptas, the best of kings’. Though in 
it h(, is only given the title of Maharaja, the Mankuwar 4 inscription 
of th., year 129 must refer to Kumaragupta; it is Buddhist, and 
records the installation of an image of Buddha by a Buddhist 
h/dk,n named Buddhamitra, whom K. P. Pathak has proposed to 
identify with Buddhamitra, the teacher of Vasubandhu. 5 

§ 49. A lingam found at Karamadande in the Fyzabad district 
m 1908, now m the Lucknow Museum, bears an inscription dated 
G.E. 117= a. b. 436; it mentions a Prthivisena, who was a mantrl 
and kumdrdmdtya, and afterwards mahdbaJMhikrta (general) under 
Knmaragupta I. His father, Sikharasvamin, is ‘said to have been 
vw iitrl and kumararmtya under Candragupta II. Such offices were 
evidently hereditary ; for example, in the Udayagiri inscription « 
of Candragupta II, Virasena distinctly states that he had acquired 
his office of Minister of Foreign Affairs by hereditary descent 

{ anvayapraptasdeivya ). 

The long Mandasor 7 inscription of Kumaragupta I and Bandhu- 
varman unfortunately contains little information of historical 
value It records the building of a temple of the sun in Dasapura 
(Mandasor) by a guild of silk weavers in the Malava year 493 


1 Fleet, C.I.L, iii, no. 10. 
Ibid., no. 11. 

Fleet, CXI, iii, no. 6. 


2 Ibid., no. 9, 


Ibid., no. 61. 


5 LA., 1912, p. 244. 
1 Ibid., no. 18. 
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(437-8), and its restoration by them in 530 (473-4), when Kumara- 
gupta 'was reigning over the whole earth’, and Eandhuvarman, 
son of Visvavarman, was governor of Dasapura. 

§ 50. His extensive coinage, the distribution of his inscriptions, 
and of the find-spots of his silver coinages show that he was 
able to retain his father’s empire comparatively intact, including 
Candragupta II’s western conquests. The very rare Asvamedha 
type of his gold coinage (PL XII. 13, 14) is our sole evidence of 
his celebration of the horse-sacrifice. 

It may safely be deduced from Skandagupta’s Bhitarl inscription 
that Kumaragupta’s latter years were much troubled, and that 
when he died his empire was threatened with disaster, which it 
took all the skill and experience of his son to avert. The date of 
his death maybe fixed with considerable certainty in a.d. 45 5. 1 
The name of his queen, the mother of Puragupta, was Anantadevi 2 ; 
whether she was the mother of Skandagupta also is hot known. 

Mahendra and Mahendraditya are favourite titles of Kumara- 
gupt&y corresponding to the Vikrwma and Vikramaditya of* his 
father. From the reverse legend of his Asvamedha type it would 
appear that lie assumed the title Mahendra after performing 
the horse-sacrifice. His coins are numerous and of varied types. 
The Horseman, of which six varieties may be distinguished, Is 
the commonest at the present day; numerous varieties of his 
Lion -slayer and Archer types may also be distinguished. Among 
his new types are the Peacock (issued in honour of his patron 
deity, Karttikeya), the Swordsman, the Elephant-rider, and the 
c Pratapa \ In his reign the silver coinage was considerably 
extended and introduced to his central dominions, where the 
Garuda of the reverse was replaced by a peacock, the sacred bird 
of Karttikeya (Kumara). 

1 Vincent Smith, LA., 1902, p. 262 ; JEJLI.% p. 808. 

2 Bhitarl seal as read b y Hoernle, J.A.S.B.. 1889, p. 89, and Fleet, LA ., 
1890, pp. 226, 227. 

s An allusion to Kumaragupta may have survived in a couplet preserved 
as an example of sabhiprayatmm by Vain ana in his Kavyalaiilcara^vtra vrtti, 
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r>. Skanuauitta Kuamaditya. 

§ 51. From the evidence of coins and inscriptions 1 we know that 
Skundagupta, the son and successor 2 of Kurnaragupta. I, must have 
come to the throne about G. E. 386 = A. i>. 455. Our most important 
document for the history of his reign is the Bhitaii inscription; 5 
the object of wliicli is to record the installation of an image of 
Sarhgin [Visnu], and the allotment to it of a- village by Skanda- 
gupta. in memory of his father Kurnaragupta I and to increase 
his merit. 4 The importance of the inscription lies in its historical 
references. It seems clear from it that Kn maragup ta ? s last years 
had been much troubled, and that the fortunes of the dynasty had 
sunk to a low level. There are three distinct allusions in it to 
the restoration of the family fortunes by Skandagupta ; from 1. 10 
we learn that while preparing ‘to restore the fallen fortunes of 
his family J he was reduced to such straits that he had to ‘ spend 
a night sleeping on the bare earth "; 1. 12, that ‘ when his father 
had attained the skies, lie conquered his enemies by the strength 
of his arm, and established again the ruined fortunes of his lineage ’ ; 
1. 14, ‘ with Ids own armies he established his lineage that had 
been made to totter \ The nature of the catastrophe that threatened 
the Gupta empire can only be surmised from this inscription. 

to which attention was first called by M. Haraprasad in J.A.8.B. , 1905, 
pp. 258 ft'. 

So'yam sampntti Candmguptatamyak candmprakHo 
Jftto bhupatir asrayah krtadhrydm (Ustya krtdrthasramah . 
Haraprasad (he. cit .) and Hoe rule {LA,, 1911, p. 264), regard Candraprakasa as 
a proper name, and the latter suggests it was the pre-accession name of 
Kurnaragupta I. We prefer with K. P. Pathak (LA., 1911, p. 170) to translate 
it as an epithet of tanaya , 'having the splendour of the moon’, with which 
may be compared the Guptaktdamalacandra and -mjomaktsi of the coins. 
Whether the allusion asmyah krtadhiydm is to Vasubandhu or (cw)Subandhu 
is much disputed ; we should prefer the former reading, as Subandhu must 
be considerably later in date than Kurnaragupta I or Vasubandhu. In any 
case it is the verse itself that is of importance and not Vamana’s commentary, 
on which little reliance can be placed (see also p. Iv). 

1 Vincent Smith, LA., 1902, p. 266. 

2 Bhitaii inscription, 13. 6-8, 18. 

3 Fleet, CXI., hi, no. 13. 4 Punyabhivrddhaye, 1. 18. 
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From tlie statement (1. 10) that lie conquered the Pusyamitras, 
who had developed great power and wealth, and placed his left 
foot on their king' as a footstool, and the reference (1. 9) to enemies 
who had put themselves forward in a desire for conquest, it would 
seem that the Pusyamitras were a growing power who had been 
longing for the day when they would feel strong enough to match 
themselves against the Guptas. Unfortunately no clue is given 
to the identity of the Pusyamitras. 1 * * They may be identical with 
the Puspamitras of the Vis nu-Pu rana* in which case they are 
perhaps to be located, as Fleet" suggests, on the Narmada; un- 
fortunately the text of the Piirana is so corrupt that it is not 
at all certain that it means that the Pusyamitras are to rule over 
Mekala. 4 Vincent Smith ° would place the Pusyamitras of the 
inscription in the north, but there seems no real authority for this 
unless it be then* mention in the V isnu-Pnrd na after the Kailakila 

avanas and Bahllkas. The language of the inscription seems to 
imply a tributary state that had been waiting to cast oft' the 
Gupta yoke.'* I gd : ./V .g i: 

If 11. 12-14 refer to the same campaign, it would appear that 
it was about the end of Kumaraguptas reign that the Gupta 
power was ‘ made to totter J by this enemy, and that Skandagupta 
was sent against them as he was a man of great experience and 
skilled in military strategy (11. 8-9). Kumaragupta seems to have 
died (L 12) before the success of his son's arms had been assured 
and tJle ruined fortunes of the family re-established ; it was 
there! ore to his mother (1. 13) that the victorious prince returned 
to announce Ids victory, ‘just as Krsna, when he had slain his 
enemies, betook himself to (his mother; Devakl’. This seems the 
most satisfactory way of accounting for the express mention of 


1 Ihis and not Puspamitra is the correct form ; of. Fleet, CJ.L, iii, p. 55 ? 


2 Transl. Wilson, iv, p. 213. 

4 Transl. Wilson, iv, p. 215. 

6 1. 9, seabfamata^ijiglsu~prodya tanam 
gamitran , 


3 LA., 1889, p. 226. 

c E.R.L\ p. 289, note 1. 

11. 10-11, samuditaba lakosh an Pm- 



xlvi 


INTRODUCTION 


the fact that he hastened with the news of his victory to his 
mother. In 1. 15 there is a reference to a terrible conflict with 
the Hunas> in which Skandagupta was presumably victorious; 
this victory is probably different from the preceding one over the 
Pusyamitras, and there is no reason to suppose that these were 
his only opponents. Like Samudragupta, he showed mercy to the 
peoples lie conquered (L 14). 

§ 52, The inscription is unfortunately undated, but it must have 
been erected early in the reign, as Skandagupta would presumably 
lose no time in erecting a memorial to his father. It is thus 
possible to date the earliest recorded invasion of India by the 
Huns about A. I). 455, not later than A. D. 458, if we identify them 
with the Mlecehas of the Junagadh inscription. Hoernle 1 would 
date the Bhitarl inscription not earlier than a.b. 465 on the ground 
that the Huns did not occupy Qandhara till about A. I). 465, but 
the latter date is not absolutely fixed, nor is there any reason to 
suppose that it marks the first step in the Hun a advance on India; 
lie would also identify the Pusyamitras with the Maitraka tribe to 
which Bhatarka, 2 the founder of the Valahhi dynasty, belonged, 
arid with the Mlecehas of the Junagadh inscription, but no evidence 
can be brought forward to prove the identity of the former with 
the latter two: the Maitrakas are most probably a Huna tribe, 3 
and might even be identified with the Mlecehas of the Junagadh 
inscription; the latter at least can only be Hums, which proves 
the early date of the Huna invasion. 

§ 58. The object of the Junagadh inscription is to record the 
restoration in G. E. 138 = A.B. 457-8 of the embankment forming 
the lake Sudarsana, which had burst two years previously. The 
work was done by orders of Cakrapalita, governor of the city 
at which the inscription is, who had been appointed to his office 
by his father Parnadatta, who had received his post as governor 


1 JM.A.8, 1909, pp. 126-8. 

2 Adopting Hultsch’s reading, Ep. Ind., Hi, pp. 819 -20. 

3 Fleet, LA,, xviii, p, 228. 
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of ‘ the land of the Surasfcras ’ from Skandagupta himself. The 
opening lines of the inscription form the part of historical impor- 
tance as they are a panegyric of Skandagupta, We are again 
told that when his father had attained the friendship of the gods, 
i e. had died, lie overthrew his enemies and made the whole earth 
subject to himself, and that his fame is proclaimed in the country 
of the Mlecchas even by his enemies, whose pride has been 
broken. It is again clear from the language of tills inscription that 
Skandagupta completely routed the enemies who had threatened 
to bring his dynasty to an end. The two references to his 
conquering the whole earth (11. 3 and 6), and the reference to 
Ids appointing protectors in all the countries probably mean that 
he regained considerable portions of Gupta territory that bad 
slipped from his father’s power rather than that he made any 
considerable new additions to it. If we may lay any stress on 
L 9, it would seem that the danger that threatened his lands was 
a very serious one, as 4 he deliberated for days and nights before 
making up his mind who could be trusted with the important task 
of guarding the lands of the Surastras \ It may be deduced from 
this and from the sarvenu deiem vidkaya goptrln of 1. 6 that he 
was at particular pains to appoint a series of wardens of the 
marches to protect his lands from future invasion. The language 
of his inscriptions shows that his exploits were considered quite 
as great as those of Samudragupta, and indeed the composer of 
the Bhitari inscription describes him as the most eminent hero 
of the Gupta race, but this may have no more significance than the 
Guptakulamalaccmdra of Kumaragupta I’s coins. Skandagupta 
considered himself the special favourite of the goddess of fortune, 1 
and one of his coin-types seems to allude to this. 

§54. The Kahaum 2 inscription commemorates the erection of 
a pillar and five Jain images by Madra, apparently a private 
individual £ full of affection for Brahmans, religious . teachers, and 


1 Bhitari inscription, 11. 2 and 5. 


2 Fleet, iii, no. 15. 
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ascetics ’ in the village of Kukubha in 0. E. 141 = A. la 4*60-1, It 
describes Skandagupta’s reign as peaceful, and the monarch —who 
is compared to Indra — as receiving the homage of a hundred kings. 
It may be that it was the troubled period through which the 
empire had passed which impressed the donor more than usually 
with the truth that the world is constantly passing through a 
succession of changes (1. 9). 

The Indore copper plate 1 of G. E, 146 = A. i>. 465-6 is a deed by 
a Brahman named Devavisnu, endowing a lamp in perpetuity in 
a temple of the sun in Indrapura (Indore), It gives Skandagupta 
the title of FaraTimbhnttdraka^nutMrajddfurujtt, and describes 
his reign as one of increasing victory : Sarvanaga is mentioned 
as his governor (vimyapati) of the district of Antarvedi. The 
Mathura inscription 2 of the year 1*35 = 454 5 belongs to the end 
of the reign of Kumaragupta or the beginning of that of Skanda- 
gupta. but is of no historical importance. The fragmentary Kosam 3 
(Kausambi) inscription of the year 139 contains the name of the 
Maharaja Bhimavarman, who was presumably a feudatory of 
Skandagupta, and the Gadhwa 4 inscription of the year 148=467-8 
seems to have contained the name of Skandagupta, and like the 
Indore plate describes his reign as of increasing victory. 

§ 55. We have no further sources for the history of Skandagupta, 
While his extensive silver coinage shows that lie maintained his 
western dominions, although perhaps for the earlier part of his 
reign only, his gold coins are few in number in comparison 
with those of his predecessors. The legends, unfortunately, are 
not complete, but seem to be similar to the usual boast of conquest, 
and claim to have acquired merit. His earl}' issues are on the 
standard of his predecessors, but his later or possibly Eastern 
issues are on a heavier standard, but this seems to be counter- 
balanced by a depreciation in the purity of the gold. His aditya 
title was Kramaditya , but on some of his silver coins lie has also 


Fleet, C.LL, iii, no. 16, 
Ibid., no. 65. 




2 Ibid, no. 63. 
4 7 bid, no. 66. 
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the more famous title Viknufuldit^^ which had been borne by 
his grandfather. He seems to have died about a, in 480; according 
to the usual view he left no heir, and was succeeded by his brother 
Puragupta, but see now §§ 59-63. 

6. PURAGVPTA AND PrAKASADITYA. 

^ 56. It may be regarded as certain that, however successful 
Skandagupta had been in his earlier efforts to stem the tide of 
Huna invasion, towards the end of his reign or early in that of his 
successor the greater part of the western Gupta dominions had 
passed from the sway of his dynasty. The scarcity of his silver 
coins with the Garuda reverse type in comparison with those of 
Kumaragupta I of this type is probably evidence that the area 
in which they circulated did not long remain under his rule, while 
the absence of silver coins of his successors shows that they did 
not rule in western India at all ; the scarcity of the gold coins and 
the lack of variety in their types is further evidence of the limited 
extent of the dominions and decline in power of the dynasty which 
had once ruled almost all India. 

§ 57. It is generally believed that Skandagupta was succeeded 
by his brother or half-brother Puragupta ; the existence of the 


1 Somadeva’s Kn tJi dsa W tsmjara can hardly be considered a reliable source 
for Indian history, but the memory of Skandagupta and his victory over the 
Huns seems to be preserved in the story of king Vikramaditya in bk* xviii : 
Mahendraditya is king of Ujjain at a time when the Mleechas are overrunning 
the earth, afflicting even the gods with their oppressions; a son named 
Vikramaditya (also called Visamasila) is born to him, who, becoming} king 
on his father’s abdication, utterly routs the Mleechas. As Hoernle ( J.B.A.S . , 
1909, pp. 120-1) suggests that the elaborate and purely conventional digvijaya, 
with which Somadeva provides his hero, may be evidence in favour of his 
theory of the identity of Yasodharman and the Vikramaditya of tradition, 
it is worth noting that the historical kernel of the story exactly agrees with 
Skandagupta’s Bhutan and Junagadh inscriptions ; Mahendraditya is the well- 
established aditya title of Kumaragupta I, and Vikramaditya of Skandagupta, 
while the Mleechas are the Hunas of the Bhitarr inscription, and the Mleechas 
of the Junagadh inscription; Skandagupta, moreover, did succeed his father 
when the Mleechas were threatening the ruin of the country. 
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latter was unknown till the discovery of the Bhitari seal of 
Kutnaragupta II in 1.889, and its publication by Smith, and 
Hoemle. 1 This seal describes the * mahnrajaclhirn ja-Sri-l’uragiipta r 
as the son of Kumfiragupta I by the Mahfidevi AnantadevI, and 
does not mention Skandagupta, whose inscriptions describe him 
as the son and — as is clear from his Bhitari inscription — the 
successor of Kmnaragupta I. The genealogy is continued two 
generations further through Puragupta’s son Narasiiiihagupta by 
his queen Vatsadevl to Kumaragupta II. the son of Narasiihha- 
gupta and MahalaksmblevL The question thus arises, what is the 
relationship of Skandagupta to Puragupta ? Hoemle, 2 to whom the 
restoration of Puragupta to his place in history is due, suggested 
that they were half-brothers, as does Vincent Smith. 3 

We may here mention a further complication; Paramartha, 
in his life of Vasubandhu, relates that king Vikramaditya of 
Ayodhya became a patron of Buddhism through the influence 
of Vasubandhu, and sent his queen and the crown prince Baladitya 
to study under him. When Baladitya came to the throne be- 
in vited Vasubandhu to Ayodhya. 4 The natural interpretation of 
Paramartha’s statement is, as Hoernle 3 points out, that Vikrama- 
ditya was a name of Puragupta, who is known to have been the 
father of Narasiihhagupta, from whose coins we learn that he was 
called Baladitya. Hoe rule’s next step in order to reconcile these 
statements is to propose the identity of Skandagupta, whom w'e 


1 J.AXR, 1889, pp. 84-105. 

* J.A.SJL 1889, pp. 92 ff., and J.R.A.S . , 1905, p. 128. ' 

3 E.II.D, p. 298. 

1 Attention was first called to thin statement by J. Takakusu in J.R.A.S.. 
1905, p. 49 ; lie identifies Vikramaditya with Skandagupta, who bears this title 
on some of his coins, and is followed by Vincent Smith ( E.H.L 2 , p. 292), 
assuming that Paramaribo confused the 4 nephew 1 and 4 son’ of Vikramaditya. 
D, B. Bhandarkar (LA., 1912, p. 21) identifies Vikramaditya with Candragupta 
II, and Baladitya with the Govindagupta of the Basarh seal, but this view, 
which is apparently suggested by Vamana’s statement that Vasubandhu was 
a friend or minister of the son of Candragupta (see p. xliii, note 3), is quite 
. untenable. 

• J.R.A.S., 1909, p. 102. 
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know to have been called Vikramaditya, with Puragupta, and to 
suggest that he took this name later in liis reign (the c town- 
protected ’ in allusion to the resistance of his fortresses to the 
Huns). We can now produce evidence that Puragupta was called 
Vikramaditya. so that there is no reason to suppose Puragupta 
identical with Skandagupta. The coins here attributed to Pura- 
gupta, one of which bears his name, have the reverse legend &v%- 
Vikrmnah . , and it may fairly be assumed from this that his dclitya 
title was Vikramaditya, as Paramarfcha’s story suggests. 1 The 
question whether Puragupta was the full or the half-brother of 
♦Skandagupta is one that cannot be definitely settled. There 
seems no more reason to assume that he was a half-brother than 
to suppose that he was his brother. 

§ 58. The gold coins which bear on the reverse the title Praka- 
fcditya were attributed by Hoernle 2 to Puragupta, and he is 
followed by Vincent Smith. 8 The attribution was originally a 
purely conjectural one, based on the fact that no coins were 
known of Puragupta, and that these coins could be attributed to 
no known. Gupta. There is one argument, however, that can be 
brought forward in support of it; the Bharsar 4 hoard contained 
coins of Samudragupta, Oandragupta II, Kumaragupta I, Skanda- 
gupta, and Prakasaditya : the natural deduction would be that 
Prakasaditya succeeded Skandagupta, and that the hoard was 
buried in his reign. Unfortunately, however, only two-thirds of 
the hoard was recovered for examination, so that it is hardly safe 
to say that it did not contain coins of Puragupta, while from their 
scarcity and the presumed briefness of his reign the hoard may 
never have contained them, although buried after his time. The 


J Cf. the Srl-Vikramah of Candragupta IPs Archer type with the Vihramd - 
dityah of his Chattel type. 

2 1889, pp. 93-4. He would now (, J.SJL.S . , 1905, p. 135) attribute 

them to Yasodharman. 

8 LA., 1902, p. 263 : KILL", p. 293 ; /. M. Cat., i, p. 119. ' 

4 J.A.S.B., 1852, pp. 390-400. 
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style of these coins, although late and degraded in comparison 
with those of Kuirmragupfca T, compares favourably with that of 
N arasiihhagiiptas coins, and hardly permits them to he placed 
much later than the period suggested hy the Bharsar hoard : the 
fineness of the gold of all the specimens likewise suggests a date 
previous to the coins of ISTarashhhagupta and his successors, of 
which on!}’ a small percentage in each reign are of fine metal ; 
the purity of metal may, however, only he evidence that the 
Frakasaditya coins belong to a different region from the debased 
coinages of these later rulers. It is highly improbable that 
Puragupta was called both Vikranmditya and Prakasaclitya, so 
that we must attribute these coins to some king, probably a Gupta, 
whose name is not yet known, and who must be placed about the 
end of the fifth century a. i>. 

Hoernle’s 1 attribution of these coins to Yasodharrnan has 
no real foundation. The legend, the correct reading of which is 
vijitya vamdhmh divarh jayati, is the remainder of one of the 
usual Gupta lines, which had now become quite stereotyped. This 
formula had long lost any literal significance, and it is impossible 
to say that it does not apply to Puragupta, for example, because he 
could not have conquered the earth, or to argue that Yasodharrnan 
is the only person to whom it could apply. As to the character u 
in the field, it is quite as probably to, and even if it is u we have 
no evidence that it signifies a mint ; indeed, we should be no nearer 
the attribution to Yasodharrnan if we were certain it were Ujjain ; 
nor have we any evidence that Yasodharrnan ever was known as 
Prafeaiaditya, ' : 


§ 59. There is one suggestion that may be made regarding the 
identity of Prakasaditya which is quite in keeping with the 
numismatic evidence, namely, that lie was the son or a descendant 
of Skandagupta. The general view that Skandagupta was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Puragupta is based on the absence of any 
later inscriptions or other documents continuing the genealogy of 

1 1909, pp. 135-6 
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the Guptas through Skandagupta as the Bhitari seal does through. 
Puragupta. Before the discovery of this seal we had no clue to 
the exact identity or order of Narasi liihagupta and Kumaragupta II, 
whose coins had long been known, although the latter had not 
been recognized as such. We are now able to produce a certain 
amount of numismatic evidence of the existence of another Gupta 
line parallel to that whose genealogy is established by the Bhitari 
seal. ■ 'CC/ibppl ' 

§ 60. Among tlie Archer coins hitherto attributed to Candra- 
gupta II there is a certain class 1 which cannot be attributed to 
him. These coins are all of the heavy weight of over 144 grains, 
which did not come into use till the reign of Skandagupta : they 
have a character (blul) between the king’s feet on the obverse, and 
this practice is not found before the reign of Skandagupta : the 
obverse legend is uncertain, but it clearly begins para and ends 
in the Mitya title, and is therefore modelled on that of Skanda- 
gupta’s heavier coins. The style of the coins also shows that they 
belong to the period suggested by these details, while the purity 
of the gold of all known specimens is further evidence that they 
cannot be very late. They are probably to be dated not later 
than Xarasimhagupta. The name beneath the king’s arm on the 
obverse is Gandra , undoubtedly for Oandragupta, while the reverse 
legend is not tirl- Vilcramah or tirl- Vihram ad Ityah , 2 but &r%- 
Dmdamdityah. This reading has already been suggested by 
Rapson, 3 but he hesitates to accept it definitely. There can be 
no doubt then that, as already suggested by Rapson, 3 these coins 
do not belong to Oandragupta II, but to a later ruler whom we 
may call Oandragupta III Dvadasaditya. Rapson 3 doubts that 

1 Nos. 588-90, PL XXIII. 6-8 of this Catalogue ; L 21. Cat., i, pp. 106-7, 

lios. 80 and 82, presumably also belong to this class unless tlie reverse legend 
is absolutely certain ; no. 81 is probably one of Oandragupta II’s coins, like 
nos. 96-9 of this Catalogue; Vincent Smith’s Class IT B, J.R.A.S 1889, p. 82 ; 
/. M. Cat., i, pp. 106-7. ' > v'-:;-;..;.:?! -■ ' 

2 Smith, J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 82 ; L M. Cat., i, pp. 106-7. 

Xum. Chron 1891, p. 57. 
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the name, is really Ctmdra. The m is certainly like va, hut 
what appears to he vowel marks above it is the usual crescent; 
on no. 588 it is difficult to say whether the second nl wirtt is tfju 
or mint, but it is clearly rub'* t on nos. 589 and 590, and there is 
no reason to doubt the reading Cn mini. 

§ 01. Hie next coin to be considered here is one in the St. Peters- 
burg collection (PL XXIV. 3) ; the obverse bears traces of a marginal 
legend unding in (yii)pt*Hh), and beneath the kings arm the name 
is (Jhato with a crescent above as usual. Ghato naturally suggests 
Ghatotkaca, but since the style and weight of the coin place it 
about the end of the fifth century, it cannot possibly be of the 
only known Ghatotkaca, father of Candragupta I; we would 
suggest that the name of the issuer is Ghatotkacagupta rather 
than another Ghatotkaca, as the practice of taking names ending 
in (juptu must by this time have been universal. Among the seals 
found at Basarh there was one of Srv-Ghapthicagwpta?- . which 
has already been discussed above,- where we suggested, that he 
was some member of Candragupta IPs family. The coin in 
question cannot be attributed to this Ghatotkacagupta, for it is 
certainly later in date than he could possibly be, but the seal 
is important evidence for the existence in the family of the name 
Ghatotkacagupta. The reverse legend is not absolutely certain, 
but seems to be KmmtMiiyah, 

§ 62. We have, therefore, evidence of the existence of at least 
three 3 kings, Prakasadity a, Candragupta III, and Ghatotkacagupta, 
who must be contemporary with those known from the Bhitari 
seal ; their existence suggests that in Skandagupta’s reign his 


1 A.SJL, 1903-4, p. 107. 1 2 pp. xvi-xvh. 

3 Perhaps a fourth is to be added, namely, the king who struck the coin 'in 
the Indian Museum (Cat,, i, p. 120, no. 1), illustrated here on PI. XXIV. 4 ; 
until the obverse legend is certain he had best be known as Narendraditya, 

from the reverse inscription; the replacement of Garada by Nandi on the 
standard, however, suggests that he may not be connected with the Guptas. 
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brother Puragupta revolted, perhaps taking advantage of his 
brothers absence in the west, and was able to establish a dynasty 
of his own. Puragupta’s line is well known from the Bhitarl seal, 
so that these three probably represent Skandagupta’s line: it may 
at least be considered certain that towards the end of the fifth 
century the Gupta line became divided in the inevitable Oriental 
fashion. The order of Skandagupta’s successors can only be 
determined by the discovery of further genealogical lists- 1 

Further discoveries, then, may prove that Puragupta s accession 
or usurpation is to be placed some time before the death of 
Hkandugupta, but the date A. D. 485 first suggested by Hoernle, 2 
and now generally accepted 3 for his death, cannot be far wrong. 
The name of his queen is known from the Bhitarl seal, where she 
is described as the MahadevI-SrI-VatsadevI ; her name therefore 
was Vatsadevh 

7. Narasimhagupta and his Successors; 

§ 63. From the Bhitarl seal we know that Puragupta was 
succeeded by his son N ar asimhagupta, and from the latter’s coins 
we learn that his aditya title was Baladitva. These coins, which 
hear the name Nam in the field, have long been known : Hoernle 4 
was the first to show that they are to be attributed to Narasimha- 

5 It is tempting, however, to suggest that Candragupta III was the father 
of Prakfisfulitya, and to find an allusion to this in the Ca n draguptatanayas 
eandraprahlkdi of the quotation preserved by Vurnana. This would give more 
probability to Yamana’s interpretation of the reference, as even Vasubandhu 
must have been quite a young man when Kumaragupta I died, if we accept 
Takakusu’s date a. d. 420-500 for him j M. Noel Peri, however, has recently 
discussed the date of Vasubandhu very fully (Bull, de VIk. Franc . de VExtr . 
Or., 1911, pp. 339-90), and places him in the fourth century A. D. ; in this case 
the allusion is to Samudragupta (of. 1. 5 of the Allahabad inscription) ; in 
favour of the latter view it could be urged that later Candraguptas than 
Candragupta I would more probably be referred to by their Mitya titles, but we 
must now give great weight to Paramartha’s statement discussed above (§ 57). 

2 J.A.SJl, 1889, p. 96. 

s Smith p. 7 

4 J.A.S.B., 1889, p. 93. , 7 ■ . ‘ u 
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gupta, Imt it has not been previously noted that the full name is 
contained in the marginal inscriptions of the better preserved 
specimens {see nos. 558 and 500 of this Catalogue)* According to 
Hinen Tsang, 1 Mo-hi-lo-ku-lo (Le. Mihirakula). whose capital was 
Sravasti, instituted a persecution of the Buddhists, and invaded the 
territory of Bfiladitya. king of Magadha, a ‘ zealous Buddhist' who 
had rebelled against the order. Bfiladitya ultimately succeeded in 
taking Mihirakula prisoner, but released him s and lie took refuge 
in Kasimr, of which he made himself ruler. It is difficult to 
know liow much truth there is in the Chinese pilgrim s highly 
embellished story. Hiuen Tsang places the event some centuries 
before his time, whereas it cannot have been much over a century 
before. The stories told of Mihirakula’s cruelties bear such a 
striking resemblance to the similar fictions narrated of the lives of 
Asoka and Kaniska before their conversion, that little reliance can 
be placed on them. The fact that we have Paramortha’s independent 
testimony of the interest displayed in Buddhism by Baiaditya 
(Narasimhagupta, see p. 1) suggests that there must be some 
element of truth in the story : we are probably justified in deducing 
from it that Narasimhagupta inflicted a defeat on Mihiraknia, the 
Huna king who had succeeded his father Toramana between 
A. D. 510 and 515. It hardly justifies the assumption that 
Narasimhagupta delivered India from its barbarian invaders ; there 
is no numismatic or other evidence to show that Baiaditya did 
anything to restore the glory of the Guptas or regain their lost 
dominions. We have no inscriptions of Baiaditya, and there is 
nothing in his coinage to suggest that he was in any way a much 
greater figure than his successor. 

The question of the overthrow of Mihirakula by Baiaditya is 
complicated by the existence of inscriptions 2 of a king, otherwise 
unknown, who claims to have done exactly what Hiuen Tsang 
ascribes to Baiaditya. The first of these is engraved in duplicate 

1 la Beal, Records, i, pp. 165-72; Watters, Yuan Chwang's Travels , 
pp. *288-99. 
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tui two * pillars of victory’ (ranastambha) at Mandasor to the glory 
of a king* named Yasodharman who, 4 spurning the limits of his own 
nomo, enjoyed territories which were not enjoyed even by the lords 
of the Guptas’ and had ‘ invaded lands which even the Hunas had 
failed to penetrate’; obeisance was paid to him c by the chieftains 
from the River Lauhitya to Mount Mahendra and from the mountain 
of snow (Himalaya), whose table-lands are embraced by the Gahga, 
to the Western Ocean’; he had never ‘ bowed his head to any one 
hut the god Sthanu 5 and had ‘ penetrated into the mountains of 
snow (Himalaya), depriving them of the pride of being difficult 
oi access’; even king Miliirakula had been compelled to pay 
homage to him by touching his feet with his forehead. 

§ 64. The second inscription is also at Mandasor : it commemorates 
thv construction of a well by a private individual named Daksa. 
brother of the minister of Visnuvardhana in the Malava year 590=: 
a* 533—4. Its interest for us is that it mentions the janendra 
Yasodharman as victorious. More space is devoted to a king named 
Visnuvardhana, to whose line the family of the dedicator of the 
inscription had been for generations attached; he is described as a 
itumdlnpati who had acquired the titles vdjddJiivdj a- and parame- 
srant by subjecting the powerful kings of the east and many of 
those of the north; we are further told that his crest was the 
tiulikam . Hoernle 1 maintains that Yasodharman and Visnuvardhana 
are one and the same person ; he holds that 'the identity is 
explicitly affirmed by the Sanskrit phrase sa eva narddMpatih, 
tliis \eiy same sovereign , but the exact wording of the passage 
is vtjayate jagaiim -punas ca 8T%~VisiiuvardhananarddhipatAh sa 
eva, which may he more naturally translated f and further, victorious 
on earth is the king 6ri- V isnuvard liana also’. The question can 
only be absolutely decided by future inscriptions, but for the present 
it seems that the natural explanation of the mention of both kings 
is that Yasodharman was the suzerain of Visnuvardhana ; no stress 


1 J.R.A.S., 1903, p. 550 ; 1909, p. 93. 
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need be laid on the titles jmieudra 1 and narddhJpcdL which arc 
synonyms and mean no more nor less than king. The panegyric of 
Visnuvardhana contains very little of historical importance, and if 
he were the Yasodharman who defeated the Hunas his panegyrist 
would surely have mentioned it ; unless the defeat of Mihirakula 
took place after 584, which is most improbable. With this 
inscription we may compare the Mandasor inscription of Kumara- 
gupta I and Bandhuvarman, in which the suzerain Kumaragupta I 
is simply mentioned as reigning and is given no titles, while 
considerable space, m. devoted to glorifying the local raja, Bandhu- 
varman and his ancestors. We have here an exact parallel for the 
omission of any details of Yasodharman^ triumph in this inscription, 
which is only concerned with Visnnvard hana’s family. 2 

§ 65. This inscription, then, contributes practically nothing to our 
knowledge of Yasodharman, and does not justify Hoernle’s ingenious 
deductions 2 from if. The first (duplicate) inscription explicitly 
states that Yasodharman made Mihirakula pay homage to him ; 
as to line 5 of the inscription it is probably not to be interpreted, 
too literally; the limits defined are quite conventional and mean 
little more than the familiar phrases f conquered the whole earth y 
or ‘whose fame was tasted by the four oceans’; the language 
recalls the conventional digmjayas of the poets rather than the 
explicit statements of Samudragupta’s Allahabad inscription, for 
example, while the statement that Yasodharman ruled lands which 
had never been held by the Guptas nor the Htinas is probably an 

1 We see no reason to translate janmdm otherwise than as ‘ lord of people 
i.e. king; Fleet’s translation * tribal ruler Le. lord of a jana or tribe, is of 
course quite as possible, but until we know that Yasodharman was a petty 
king it is unnecessary to strain the natural interpretation as a synonym of 
such words mjaaddhipaii, narendra , mradhijpati . 

2 Of. also the Eran inscription of Budhagupta and Matrvisnu (Fleet, no. 19), 
the plates (LA. t vi, p. 143) of ^a4ahka and Madhvarfija, and indeed any inscrip- 
tion in which a tributary mentions his suzerain. 

s JJtA.S., 1909, pp. 93-4 ; we may note that prabhu in k 9 refers to Visnu- 
vardhana and not to Yasodharman, who is not mentioned at all in the original 
of the quotation on p. 93. 
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exaggeration, even if it means Gupta territory which the Hunas: 
had not taken and Huna territory which the Guptas had never 
held. Even if it refer to Kasnrir, we doubt if it can be asserted 
that Kasmir never formed part of the Gupta empire, and while it 
is improbable that the Hunas ever penetrated into Bengal, there is 
n< > evidence that Yasodharman did ; any expansion of Y asodharman’s 
territory must have included land that had once owned the sway of 
the Guptas, but there is no reason to suppose that he actually 
deprived the contemporary representative of the line of any of 
his now comparatively small dominions. The discussion of Yaso- 
dlmrnmn’s inscription requires more space than we can devote to it 
here, where we are only concerned with his statement that lie took 
* Mihirakula prisoner and its bearing on Hiuen Tsang’s story. 

§ 66. It has been suggested 1 that Yasodharman and Narasiiiiha- 
gupta formed an alliance against the Hunas, but it is difficult to find 
any evidence to support this view, which is contrary to the evidence 
of both our authorities, Hiuen Tsang and the inscription the most 
satisfactory way out of the difficulty would be to say with Fleet 2 * 
that 4 Mihirakula was overthrown by Yasodharman in the west 
and by Baladitya in the direction of Magadha’, but, while we are 
inclined to think that this is the clue to the mystery, we have still 
to reconcile Hiuen Tsang’s evidence with that of the inscription. 
It is hardly possible that Yasodharman and Narasimhagupta on 
separate occasions each routed, took Mihirakula prisoner, and 
released him, and we must lay more stress on a contemporary 
Indian inscription than on the date hearsay account of a foreigner' V* 
We suggest then that Narasimhagupta (i. e. the Baladitya of Hiuen 
Tsang) was simply successful in defending Magadha against Mihira- 
kula's aggressions, and that Mihirakula was afterwards utterly routed 
and taken prisoner by Yasodharman. Hiuen Tsang confuses these 


1 Vincent Smith, E.ILL 2 , p. 300. 

2 LA 1889, p. 228. 

8 Hoernle, J.JR.A3., 1909, p. 96. 
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two campaigns, and gives the credit of Mihirakula s final rout to 
Balndifcya ; he heard the stones of the final overthrow of Mihimkula 
by Yasodharman and of his defeat by Baladitya, and naturally 
assumed them to be the same, being eager to note anything 
redounding to the glory of the protector of Buddhism, the friend 
of Yasubandhu, whose pious foundation he had so much admired 
in X aland a. While Yasodharman may not have been such a great 
man as his panegyrist says he was, when there appears to be a 
discrepancy between contemporary inseriptional evidence and that 
of a writer a century later with strong Buddhist bias, it is clearly 
the latter’s statement that must be doubted. 

There is a tendency to over-estimate the importance of the 
defeat of Mihimkula and to describe it as breaking the Hfnrn * 
domination in India. 1 2 3 It is probable, however, that the Huna 
power even in MilurakulaV time had already begun to decline and 
that, as in Europe, it collapsed almost as suddenly as it had risen ; the 
rapid decline of Toramana’s empire must have been due to the in- 
ability of a barbarian horde to resist contact with an old-established 
civilization rather than to the efforts of any Indian liberator. 

§ 6/. The limits of N arasimhagup t as reign cannot be definitely 
ascertained. Mihirakula probably succeeded his father about 
A. I). 510." He was defeated by Yasodharman before A. I). 533-4 
(Mandasor inscriptions), probably about a.ix 525, a and probably at an 
earlier date by Narasimhagupta. The latter’s death, then, probably 
occurred about A. i>. 530 : he was succeeded by his son Kumftra- 
gupta II Kramaditya by a queen whose name is probably 
Mahalaksimdevh 4 Nothing is known of the events of his reign, to 
which the Bhitavl seal belongs. The Kalighat hoard, as far as can 
he judged from the specimens known to have come from it, 
consisted mainly of coins of N arasimhagupta, Kumaragupta II, 

1 Vincent Smith, EMI pp. 300 if. ; Hoernle, JJt.A.S ., 1909, pp. 90 ft*. 

2 Vincent Smith, EMM, p. 298 ; at the latest a. i>. 515 (Fleet, LA ., 1889, p. 230). 

3 Hoemle, J.R.A.&, 1909, p. 131. 

4 Bhitarl seal, Fleet’s reading ; I. A,, 1890, p. 227. 


HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY 


Ixi 


nnd coins identical in type to the preceding hearing the name 
Visim untie]' tint king’s arm. It may reasonably be presumed that 
the name of the latter is Visnugupta and that lie was the successor 1 
of Kumfiragupta II; his title is given on the reverse as Candra- 
ditya. Hoernle would attribute these coins to V isnuvar dhana and 
read the reverse legend as Dharmaditya, but their provenance and 
character show they must he Gupta coins, and the legend is 
certainly Candraditya. 2 We have already discussed the coins 
of Ghatotkacagupta, Candragupta III, and Prakasaditya, and 
shown that they must he earlier than the period we have now 
reached. We are unable to offer any suggestion as to the identity 
of Harigupta (PL XXIV. 16) and (Ja)yagu(pta) (Pl. XXIV. 10), if 
this he the name (see § 123) ; the issuer of the coins which bear the 
reverse legend >SV7 - P , xi In ndayaid(h . ) and have Jay a beneath the 
king's arm on the obverse may be connected with &asafika (see §§ 125, 
126) ; his name may have been Jayagupta, but he is much later than 
the (Ja)yagu(pta) of Pl. XXIV. 10, as the difference in the forms of 
the ya shows; equally puzzling are the coins (PL XXIV. 4, 5) 
which hear the reverse title Xarendraditya : Pl. XXIV. 5 was 
found with a coin of Sasahka, but the other seems to belong to 
an earlier period. They may not be both of the same ruler (see 
§§69 and 126); the discovery of further inscriptions of the fifth 
and sixth century will alone enable us to attribute these coins 
satisfactorily. 


1 This has already been suggested by Rapson, I.C., § 93, and the evidence of 
provenance strengthens Iris attribution on grounds of style. 

2 Hoernle describes Candmditya as ‘in truth an impossible Sanskrit com- 
pound ’ ; it is really quite well established ; it occurs as the name of a king in 
the Kathasa ritmgam (Tawney’s transl., ii, p. 225). Historical examples are 
Candraditya, son of the Hilahara Jatiga (Kolhapur inscription of Vijayaditya, 
1. 5 ; Ep. Ind iii, pp. 207 ff,) ; a private individual mentioned in 1. 60 of the 
Semra plates of Paramardideva (P.1,, iv, pp. 153 ff.) ; the husband of the queen 
Vijayabhattarika (or Vijayamahadevi) in her Nerur plates (LA., vii, p. 163) 
and Koehrem plates (I. A., viii, 1. 45), brother of the W. Calukya Vikraraa- 
ditya I and son of Pullkesin II. If a translation must be given for it, it means 
* he whose aditya is the moon (Candra) ' ; cf, the name Ravicandra. 
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a Guptas of Eastern Malaya. 

§ 08, Further evidence of the partition of the Gupta empire about 
tlie end of Skandagupt&’s reign is afforded by the existence of coins 
and inscriptions of a dynasty known as the Guptas of Eastern 
Mafwa. The Eran inscription 1 of the year 165 (=481-5) records 
the erection of a dhvajasttnnbha by the maharaja Matrvisnu, while 
4 Budhagupta was reigning* and 4 Surasmieandra was governing 
the land between Kalindi and Narmada \ That Budhagupta was 
a ruler of some importance is proved by his coins, which continue 
tlie types of the Gupta silver coinage at a time when the latter was 
no longer issued by the representatives of the line, so that he must 
have held part at least of the territory in which they had been 
current : his legend is the claim to be lord of the earth and to have 
won heaven found on the coins of Kumaragupta 1 and Skanda- 
gupta, which he imitated. They are dated in the year 175 = 
a. x>. 495-6 ; Budhagupta’s date may be put at approximately 
a. d. 480-500. No coins are known of Bhanugupta. who was 
presumably his successor, but he is mentioned in* an inscription 1 
at Eran of the year 191= a. I). 510-11 erected in memory of 
a chieftain named Goparaja, who fell in e a very famous battle" 
while fighting by the side of ‘ Bhanugupta, the bravest man on 
earth, the mighty king". The dynasty must soon afterwards have 
fallen before Toramana; indeed it may be presumed that it was in 
resisting the invader that Goparaja fell. 

9 . 6a§anka, King of Gauda. 

§ 69. The gold coins which bear on the reverse the name Srl- 
Ha&aukak are attributed to Sasahka, king of Gauda or Karna- 
Suvarna in Eastern Bengal, who is known from several con- 
temporary sources. One inscription 2 is known of his reign : it is 
a copper-plate grant of a village to a Brahman by the Maharaja 
Madhvaraja II of the 6llodbhava family, son of YaSobhlta. son of 
Madhvaraja I, dated in the Gupta year 300 (a. d. 619-20), while 

1 Fleet, CJ,L , iii, no, 19. 2 EX., vi. pp. 143 ft*. 
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1 the niahamjadhiraja-Brl-^asahkaraja was ruling the earth The 
seal matrix 1 of SrZ-mahdmmanta-$aklukadeinfQmid at Rohtasgadh 
in Bengal may also be attributed to Sasaiika. 

It is, however, from Bana’s Harsacarita and. Hiuen Tsang that 
we learn most about Sasaiika, The Chinese pilgrim says 2 that 
Rajyavardhana, brother and predecessor of Harsavardhana, was 
treacherously murdered by Sasanka ( She-shang-lca ), * the wicked 
king of Karnasuvarna ( Ka4o~na-m-fa-la-na )’ In East India, c a 
persecutor of Buddhism'; he frequently refers to this king’s 
persecutions of Buddhism. ‘ 6asahka exterminated Buddhism ’ 3 ; 
; unable to efface the footprints of Buddha from the stone that 
bore them he threw it into the Ganges, but it returned to its 
original place’ 4 ; he cut down the Bodhi tree, but Purnavarma, 
a descendant of Asoka, successfully revived it. 5 It Is certain, 
then, that Ba&inka was a persecutor of Buddhism, although the 
Chinese pilgrim may credit him with more than he deserves. 
On his coins we have a representation of Siva reclining on his 
bull Nandi, which is probably evidence that he was an unusually 
devout Hindu. 

Bana n likewise says that Rajyavardhana was treacherously 
slain by the king of Gauda, 'being allured to confidence by 
false civilities’, and his work contains other 7 allusions to the 
Sasanka’s treachery. The translators of the Harsacarita detect 
an allusion to Basanka, who is otherwise only mentioned by Bana 
as king of Gauda, in the words &tsd hkamanda lam on p. 199 of the 
text : the commentary on the opening .verses of bk. vi, however, 
explains that the king who slew Rajyavardhana was 6asanka, king 
of Gauda (tiasdhkandmd Gaudadhvpatih) . Buhler 8 states that in 


3 Fleet, CJ.Ly ill, no. 78. 

2 Watters, On Yuan Chwang's Travels, i, p. 343; also in Beal, .Records, i, 

pp, 210, & c. 

:l Watters, ibid., ii. 43. 4 Ibid., ii. 92. 5 Ibid., ii. 115. 

6 p. 208 of text of the Harsacarita ; transl., p. 178. 

7 Transl. pp. 179, 180, 4 this vilest of Gaudas 1 ; p. 185, { Rajyavardhana lost his 
life by the sting of the vile Gauda serpent. 1 

8 E.I, i, p. 70. 


lxiv 


INTRODUCTION 


one mamiseript of the Harmeartta , $a&nka is called Narendra- 
gupta ; this is also stated by a writer in the Indian Antiquary, 
1878, p. 197* Hairs 1 statement that the name of the king of 
Gauda who slew Rajyavardhana was Gupta is a not unnatural 
interpretation of Bhanrli's words devahfmyam gate deve raj/favar- 
dha ne giiptcmtlmnd ect grhtte kaktdhale 2 ; Hall supposed the man 
who slew Rajyavardhana to be the same as he who took Kftnya- 
knbja, hut it is clear from the second reference to Gupta, as a 
kiilaputm or noble that he cannot he a Sa&uika. It is remarkable 
that if he were a Gupta we should not have had more satisfactory 
evidence of the facts* It is possible that the true reading of 
BUhler’s manuscript is XareadradUya, and we should thus be able 
to attribute to Sasfuika one at least of the coins which bear the title 
Xarendradifcya on the reverse ; of these the one with the rdjallltl 
type was actually found with a coin of Sasanka ; arid the fact that 
the Garudadhvaja is replaced by a Nandidhvaja on the other is 
evidence that it was issued by a devout Saiva. as Sasanka un- 
doubtedly was ; the latter coin, at least, looks earlier, and we are, 
moreover, unable to offer any interpretation of the obverse legends 
which would confirm or strengthen the attribution to Sasanka* We 
know that Rajyavardhana was slain by Sasanka in A.r>* 606, and 
we have the above-mentioned inscription of the year 300 = 619-20. 
His date may be approximately placed at A* I). 600-25. The existence 
of the inscription of G. E. 300 shows that Harsa s attempt to avenge 
his brother cannot have been so successful as Bana’s elaborate 
description of the preparations would lead us to expect. 

III. COINAGE AND COIN-TYPES. 

1. Samudragupta. 

§ 70. The attribution of the coins mentioned above (§ 14) to 
Candragupta I has been universally accepted : according to 
Vincent Smith they are issued in the joint names of Candragupta, 

1 Vtiaamdattfi, p, 52. 


2 Calcutta text, p. 603; transl., p. 224. 
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Kumaratlovi, and the Lieehavis. 1 That they commemorate the 
m.mhigv of Candragupta I and KumaradevI and the union with 
1h»* Licehavis is certain, but to the numismatist there are certain 
difficulties in the way of the attribution to Candragupta L The 
commonest coins of Samudragupta, the son and successor oi: 
Candragupta 1, are of the type to which. Vincent Smith has given 
the name Spearman or Javelin, but which rnay more correctly 
be called the Standard type (see § 74). It is evident that 
Samudragupta » Standard type is a close copy of the later 
coins of Kushan type, such as have been described by Cunningham 
(Jmn. Qhron 1893. PL VIII. 2-12 and PL IX) ; practically the 
only alterations, apart from the legends, are on the obverse, where 
the Kushan peaked head-dress is replaced by a close-fitting cap, 
while the trident on the left gives place to a Oaruda standard 
(jjariidadkvaja), the emblem of Visnu. The king’s name is still 
written vertically ; this custom, which was to survive till the end 
of the dynasty, is to be traced back through the later Kushan 
coinage to Chinese influence in Central Asia. The reverse type is 
even more slavishly copied, as we find portions of the back of the 
throne on the Saka coins reproduced along with the * symbol \ 
The Candragupta coins are one step removed from this prototype 
by the addition of the figure of the queen on the obverse and 
the substitution of a lion for a throne on the reverse, though 
the now meaningless traces of the back of the throne remain ; the 
resemblance to the late Kushan coins is still quite marked. It can 
safely be asserted that Candragupta I did not strike any coins 
of the Standard type ; if he had, they must have been commoner 
than the ; medallic 5 pieces ascribed to him, and would have 
survived, but none such are known. Samudragupta did not 
receive from his father’s coinage his Standard type, which must 
be his earliest type as it is closest to the Kushan original. How 
are we to account for his return to a relatively slavish imitation 
of Kushan types after the comparative originality of his father’s 
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coins? There Is no evidence that late Kushan or Saka coins 
circulated in the Gupta territory at this time; they belong to the 
North-West and are rarely found outside the Panjab. Were the 
Gupta coins a local development in Magi? dim of the late Kushan 
coins, from which they are obviously derived, one would expect the 
latter to be present in finds of Gupta coins, just as we find the silver 
coins of Candragupta II and Kumamgupta I with their prototypes 
the coins oE the Western Satraps. Wo must, therefore, place the 
origin of the Gupta coinage in a period when the Guptas had 
come into closer contact with the late Great Rushans whose 
eastern (Panjab) coinage they copy 1 : what historical knowledge 
we possess points to this period being, not in the reign of Candra- 
gupta I, but in that of Saumdragupta, to whom the £ Sahis, 
Sahanusahis and Sakas surrendered the enjoyment of their terri- 
tories \ 2 and the numismatic evidence quite supports this. 

§ 71. Apart from the initial presumption that the Candragupta 
coins, being farther removed from the Kushan type than the 
Standard type, which has no predecessor struck by Candragupta I, 
are later, a careful comparison of their fabric with, that of the latter 
points to their having been struck by Samudragupta. A comparison 
of PL III. 1, 2 with PL I. 1-4, of PL III. 4, 5 with PL IV. 6, of 
PL III. 8, 9 with PL I. 14-17, or of PL II. 1-5 with the Bodleian 
coin, If urn, Chron 1891, PL II. 1, reveals a similarity of fabric 
which suggests that these must be contemporaneous issues. The 
coins in the plates are arranged in what is probably their chrono- 
logical order, according to the traces of the Ardoehso throne 
on the reverse : the coins which bear most traces of the throne are 
the earliest, while the latest bear practically no trace of the throne. 
The same gradual development from the original reverse may 
be traced in the Standard, Archer, Candragupta I, and Battle- 
axe types. It must be pointed out that the traces of the back 
of the Ardoehso throne in the Standard, &e., types are really 


1 Of. Eapson, Indian Coins , p. 19. 

2 Allahabad inscription, L 23. 
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quite as meaningless as on the Candragupta I type, where the 
goddess is seated on a lion ; on no specimens do more than 
portions of the right side appear. The Saka, or late Rushan, 
money ers do not appear to have understood the structure of the 
throne, and it certainly was quite unintelligible to their Gupta 
copyists, who appear to have regarded what traces appear of the 
back of the throne as balancing the c symbol ’ on the left side. 
It is impossible that, if the coin engravers had succeeded in 
evolving a type like the reverse of Pi. III. 14 or 15, they should 
have reverted in Samudragupta’s reign to reverses like PI. I. 1-4, 
PL IV. 1, &c M and begun the process of freeing the type from 
meaningless elements anew. These differences of fabric must also 
mark the issues c£ different districts, so that the development of 
the reverse type also marks the spread of the coinage southwards. 
Tire group, PL 1. 1-4, III. 1-5, IV. 1- 4, thus consists of the earliest 
and most northerly issues, while groups like PL I. 14-17 and 
III. S, 9 were issued in the original Gupta territory, where the 
seated Ardoehso had never been a familiar figure. We know that 
Candragupta I s dominions were much smaller than those of his son, 
and therefore he could not have struck coins like PL III. 1-4 in 
the district where PI. I. 1 -4 were issued. It is hardly necessary 
to point out that the various types are not themselves the issues 
of different districts. 

§ 72. The earliest reverse of the Lion-slayer type (see § 90) of 
Candragupta II bears a goddess seated on a lion holding a eornu- 
copiae, and closely resembles the reverse of the Candragupta I 
coins ; this suggests that the latter immediately preceded the 
former. . This type is found on no other coins attributed to 
Samudragupta, and it is unlikely that a type afterwards so popular 
should have been dropped throughout his long reign. The survival 
of the comucopiae on var. a and (3 (probably northern issues) is 
further evidence that they closely followed the Candragupta I type. 
The Standard, &e„, coins of Samudragupta hear long legends re- 
ferring to his conquests, and it is therefore probable that they 
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were not struck at the beginning of his reign: if Candragupta I 
issued coins it would be remarkable that Sannidragupta did not 
immediately continue their issue. Candragupta I reigned for 
a comparatively long period, and it is unlikely that, as he was 
a mahdrdjddh irajo, he was content to issue a e joint’ coinage 
throughout his reign. There is no parallel for a joint coinage, 
and it is contrary to all numismatic laws for a series to open with 
such a remarkable development from its prototype. The right of 
coinage has never been the jealously exercised symbol of sovereignty 
among Hindus that it was amongst Muhammadans. Some of the 
greatest of Hindu sovereigns, e.g. Harsavardlmna. do not appear 
to have struck coins at all. While it may be correct to say that 
Ghatotkaea did not strike coins, as he was only a maharaja , it 
certainly does not follow that Candragupta I struck coins on his 
assumption of the title maharajadldraja. 

§ 73. The coins in question, therefore, cannot be attributed to 
Candragupta I, but were issued by Sannidragupta in commemoration 
of his father and his own Licehavi descent. The obverse legends 
simply state who the figures are, and the type commemorates the 
marriage of Candragupta I with KumfiradevI : on certain pieces 
he is clearly offering her a wedding armlet or ring (vivdhakaatukaj. 
The credit of instituting the Gupta coinage therefore belongs to 
Samudragupta, and it is probable that its institution dates from 
a comparatively late period in his reign. 

§ 74. Standard Type. The name Javelin or Spearman type 
applied to this type by Vincent Smith does not accurately describe 
the object in the king’s left hand, from which the type takes its 
name ; it is not a spear or a javelin in those specimens on which 
its top is distinct; on PI. I. 7-13 and PL II. 2-4 it clearly has 
a flat or rounded top as on certain late Rushan coins (jYX f ., 1893. 
PL VIII. 3-6, &c.). It is true that the end which rests on the 
ground bears some resemblance to a spear-head (e.g. PI. I. 8-9). 
but, apart from the fact that this is not the way a spear would 
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bo held, it is really the butt, as the ends of the battle-axe and 
Garuda standards are similar (e. g. PL IV. 12. 14 and PL III. 11). 
It may therefore be best described as a standard, and is obviously 
a reproduction of the object held by the king on such late Kushan 
coins as jS T wm. Citron 1893, PL VIII. 5-6, which is not a spear 
but a standard or sceptre, and in its turn may be traced to the 
trident held by Yasudeva (e. g. B. M. Cat., Greek and Scythia Coins, 
PL XXIX. 10 ff.). The type, which is really quite conventional, 
may therefore be called the £ Standard 5 type. 

§ 7 5. It is impossible to say definitely wliat late Kushan coins 
formed the prototype of Samudragupta’s coinage, but they were 
probably of the type illustrated by Cunningham in if. 0., 1893, 
PL VIII. 5-8 or IX. 1-4. A comparison with these reveals but little 
change, though the workmanship is much superior. Samud ragupta 
is represented standing to l. 1 * * wearing the Kushan dress as repre- 
sented in these coins (for the original form cf. N.C., 1893, PL VIII. 1 
or 13) ; as is usual on the late Kushan coins with Ardochso reverse, 
the king wears no sword. The high Kushan head-dress is replaced 
by u tight-fitting cap, while the king wears ear-rings and other 
jewellery not found on the Kushan coins. In the left hand he 
holds a standard bound with a fillet, as on the Kushan coins. On 
his right is a small altar on which he sprinkles incense. This 
attitude may be traced back to the coins of Kaniska : on the left 
of Vasudeva’s coins there is a trident bound with a fillet, which 
was continued by his successors; this is represented on the Gupta 
coins by a Garuda standard ( Garudadkvaja •), also bound with 
a fillet. Garuda, the bird and vehicle of Visnu, was the badge 


1 \ incent Smith’s var. fi (J.ltA.S., 1889, p. 70) with king to i\, &e., given on the 

authority of As. lies., xvii, PL I. 5, p. 567, does not exist ; every detail on both 

obverse and reverse in tbe engraving is reversed, e. g. standard is on r., symbol 
on r., rev. legend on L, cornueopiae on L, &c., and, most notable of all, the 

letters of the legends are reversed and the inscription reads from r. to 1. 
Wilson himself never saw the coin, but describes it from a 4 drawing in the 
possession of the Society’. The coin is said to have been in the possession of 
Colonel Grace. This drawing was probably taken from a mould of the coin. 
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of the Guptas and appears on their seals, a-s for example the 
Bhitarl seal and the seal of Samudragupta (?) on the forged 
Gaya grant ; that it was the personal seal of Samudragupta we 
know from 11. 23 f. of the Allahabad inscription where the kings 
of the north, Ac., are represented as asking for 'charters bearing 
the Garada seal \ l * There seems no reason, to suppose, as has been 
doner that this Garutla standard is in any way copied from the 
Roman eagle; the resemblance is ijuite a coincidence, and Garotbt- 
dkvajm were common objects in India. 3 As on the Rushan coins 
the king's head is surrounded by a halo, to the left of which, 
on the specimens which approach most closely to the Rushan 
original, is a crescent (e. g. PL I. 1-4). The presence of this 
crescent is difficult to explain, but it is most probably to be traced 
to an 0 in the original Greek legend, which on such coins as 
i VIC., 1893, PL VIII. 9 had degenerated into a crescent. 

§ 76. The reverse is copied in its entirety from the late Rushan 
APAGXf)0 reverse. The goddess Ardoehso, seated facing on 
a high-backed throne holding cornucopiae in 1. arm and fillet 
in outstretched r. hand, does not appear on the early Rushan 
coins (Kaniska, Huviska, or Vasudeva). A similar throne with 
a seated Zeus is found at an earlier period, e.g* on coins of 
Hermaeus, but it is possibly to Roman solidi with a seated figure 
of Abundantia that this type may l>e traced; on Roman coins, 
however, the goddess never appears facing. The type may also be 
compared with the Demeter (?) on a coin of Azes (B. M. Cat Greek 
and Scythir (Joins, PL XIX. 2) and with the Gandhara sculpture 
illustrated in Arch. Survey Rep 1903-4, PL LXVIIL 4. The back 
of the throne soon became unintelligible to the Rushan engravers, 
as it certainly was to those of the Guptas, who never give more 


1 See above, p. xxv and note. 

* Vincent Smith, JJi.A.S,, 1889, pp. 28, 24. 

E.g. the Silahara prince Vijayadityadiva in his Kohlapur inscription 
(E.I., iii, pp. 207-10), 1. 10, describes himself as suvarnmganidadhvajah ; ef. the 
Besnagar inscription A (J.B.A.S., 1910, p. 817), See. 
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than the right side of it. Like the earlier Kushan coins, the later 
also hear on the left a symbol or monogram, the original signifi- 
cance, of which is unknown, which was likewise copied by the 
Gupta engravers. This symbol 1 * cannot have had any meaning for 
the latter; it seems to have been regarded as more or less of an 
ornament balancing the fragments of the back of the throne on the 
right, or possibly it was associated with the cornucopia©, to them 
equally meaningless, as it rarely appears on coins from which 
the cornucopiae is absent. They seem to have copied it (e. g. 
PL I. 14, II. 1- 4, III. 1-5) exactly as they found it and then 
developed it as an ornament. It cannot be regarded as a deliberate 
mint-mark, though it may be used to check a classification by 
fabric and style such as has been adopted in this catalogue : cf* 
PL I. 1- 4, 14-17; IV. 14-15, for example. 

The gradual disappearance of meaningless elements, such as the 
fragments of the back of the throne, is clearly a guide to the 
chronological arrangement of the specimens of each type and, 
though it is impossible to be certain in the absence of definite 
mint-marks and sufficient evidence from finds, probably indicates a 
s< ait h ward movement in the development of the coinage: for example, 
PL I. 14, PL III. 1-4, and PI. IV. 1-4, though of different types, 
are more closely connected by fabric with one another than with 
any other specimens of the same type ; these were probably struck 
in the north, while coins like PL I. 14-17 and PI. III. 8 9, which 
are comparatively free from traces of the back of the throne, were • 
struck in the south, where the prototype was unknown; this would 
account for the survival of the cornucopiae of the throne reverse 
down to Canclragupta IPs reign and perhaps to K urn aragupta’s 
(see § 99), as such elements would tend to survive in the north, 
where Ardochso had been a familiar figure for centuries ; it should 
be noted, however, that no such marked difference of fabric can 
be observed in the coins of Samudragupta’s successors. 

1 The term 4 symbol 1 may be preferred to ‘ monogram ’ as it is not a 

combination of letters. 


inteoduc.:tio:n 


lxxii 

§ 77. The Gupta moneyers likewise retained the object, possibly 
even there si representation of a lotus, on which the feet of the 
goddess rest. It is not till the Battle-axe type that this object 
can be at once identified as. a lotus flower, and on a few specimens 
of this type the goddess holds a lotus flower in place of a cornu- 
copiae. The Gupta engravers therefore interpreted the Ardochso 
of their models as LaksmI, but it was some time before they 
represented her with her characteristic attributes. When the last 
brace of the throne disappears we have a regular Indian LaksmI 
seated on a lotus, as she appeared at the creation ( padmavam . 
jjwhnagrha ). Although LaksmI might very suitably be represented 
with a comucopiae, just as is the Roman Abundantia, who is 
possibly the original of the Ardochso type, its significance was 
unintelligible to the Hindus, and it is possible that its resemblance 
to a flower led them to replace it by a lotus. 

§ 78. A rcher Type . The Archer type, in which the standard in 
the king's left hand is replaced by a bow, and the altar on 3. is 
replaced by an arrow in the king’s r. hand, was issued a little later 
than his Standard type, which it was destined to supplant. The 
king’s dress and attitude are identical The fact that the standard 
is a meaningless reproduction of the standard on the late Kushan 
coins is shown by the fact that it was soon replaced by such 
intelligible weapons as a bow, a battle-axe, or a crescent-topped 
standard. The reverse type is identical with that of the Standard 
type except for the legend. In this type we perhaps have an 
allusion to Visnu as Sarngin. 

§ 79. Battle-axe Type . Next in order of issue may be placed the 
Battle-axe type. The attitude of the king on this type is similar 
to the preceding types, but in his left hand he holds a battle-axe 
(parahb) and rests his right hand on his hip ; on some specimens 
he wears a sword. As the legend shows Samudragupta is here 
represented as equal to Yama, the god of death (Krtanta, the end- 
maker), with whose axe he is armed. On the left is a second figure, 
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apparently of a hoy, who cannot be identified. Though the title 
K Ai'uiUipantki is not applied to Samudragupta, in his Allahabad 
inscription, it is regularly given him in the inscriptions of his 
Micerwsors, and that it was well known in his time is shown by the 
fact that the initial syllable Kr occupies the place in the field 
occupied by his name on certain specimens (PL IV. IS, 14). The 
iv\erse type is similar to that of the preceding coins except that 
the object on which the feet of the goddess rest is clearly a lotus, 
and on certain specimens the goddess is seated on a lotus instead 
of a throne. There seem to be. no coins of this type of early or 
northern fabric, but the two coins, PL IV. 15, 16, which differ 
from the others in having the full name SanivAragupfa on the 
obverse and have a lotus instead of the eornueopiae on the reverse, 

> are probably of a different mint from the others, as their fabric 

and apparently baser metal shows. The type commemorates 
Samudraguptas victories, and represents him as as irresistible as 
the god of Death ; it must therefore belong to the later part of 
his reign. Three varieties are distinguished according to the legend 
; under the kings arm: a , Samudra; /?, Jin ; y, Samudragupta ; 

L :; in the fourth, which is closely connected in style with y, the 

legend is Sarandm, but the positions of the king and boy are 
t reversed. This coin was only known from Wilson’s illustration S ; 

(A.A., PI. XVIII. 10), but an impression of it has been found 
among some old impressions in the British Museum, unfortunately 
too late for illustration. | 

§ 80. Gandragupta I Type. The coins issued by Samudragupta ff 

to commemorate his father and mother have already been dis- 
cussed above (§§ 70-3). On the obverse we have Candragupta I 
holding a crescent-topped standard in an attitude similar to that ;i 

of Samudragupta on the preceding coins, offering a ring or ;■ 

bracelet to Kumaradevi. The reverse type is a goddess depicted U 

exactly as on the Standard or Archer type, but seated on a L 

lion: she is probably to be again identified as Laksmi, or she ;j 

may be Mahadevi (Durga, AmbikS), whose vehicle is the lion ’ j 

■ -■ V.-- ; k j 
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(diJianitM, mikavaki'm). The lion is couched to right or left 
indifferently. The attitude of the lion cannot he taken as a means 
of division of the coins of this type, as the fabric shows ; PI. III. I, 
2, or 8, 9, &€., are much more closely connected by fabric than 1 and 8 
or 2 and 9, though the latter pairs agree in the position of the Hon. 
On certain rare coins (i Yum. Citron., 1892, PL XII. 19) of Huviska 
the goddess Nano is seated on a lion, but there is no connexion 
between these two types. This type of Ambika is familiar from 
sculpture. 

§ 81. Kara Type . The attribution of the coins bearing the name 
Kaca to Samudragupta is no longer doubted (cf. above. § 84). The 
attitude of the king sprinkling incense on an altar on the obverse 
closely resembles the Standard type, but he holds a standard sur- 
mounted by a wheel-like object which is probably to be identified 
as the discus or ealcra of Visnu. The reverse type, which shows 
considerable originality, represents the goddess Laksmx standing 
to 1. holding a lotus flower in her r. hand ( padmaham ) and a 
eoraucopiae in her left arm. 

§ 82. Tiger Type . The rarest of Sanmdragupta\s coins are of the 
Tiger type, of which only four specimens are known. The type, 
which is quite an original one, represents the king trampling on 
a tiger which falls back as lie shoots it : behind it is a crescent- 
topped standard as on the Battle-axe type. The king wears 
waisteloth, turban, and jewellery, and his energetic attitude forms 
a striking contrast to the conservatism of the preceding types. 
On the reverse is a female figure standing on a mahara 1 (an 
elephant-headed fish), holding a lotus flower : on her right is a 
standard similar to that on the obverse. The identification of the 
reverse figure is a matter of some difficulty ; she cannot be the 
goddess LaksmI, and the mahara points to a river-goddess. She 
may be best identified as the goddess Ganga, whose vehicle is the 
mahara . . 


1 Of. Arch. Sum Reports, 1908-4, pp. 227-82. 
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$ 83. Lyr'td Type. The Lyrist or Lute-player type is one quite 
unique anion# Indian coins. On it Samudragupta is represented 
on n high-backed couch playing an Indian lute or lyre (vina), 1 and 
it affords striking corroboration of the testimony of the Allahabad 
inscription to the monarch’s musical skill. 2 As on the Tiger type, 
there is no ' trace of Kushan influence, on the king’s attitude or 
dress : except for his jewellery lie is naked to the waist ; on some 
specimens (PI. V. 1-4) he appears to wear the tight-fitting cap worn 
on other types, but on others he is distinctly bareheaded (PL V. 5). 
The reverse type is the goddess Laksmi as before but seated 1. 
on a wicker stool. This type, which became popular in later 
reigns, is an original deviation from the Ardochso type, and there 
is no reason to assume foreign influence, as has been done by some 
writers." It may be that a trace of the throne survives in the line 
on the right which separates the legend from the type. The coins 
may be divided into two classes : (a) fine large coins with footstool 
without symbol on the reverse, evidently all issues of one mint, 
probably that of the capital; they all have the eastern h (!) ; 
these again may be subdivided according as the back of the throne 
is upright or sloping, a distinction accompanied by a difference 
in the portraiture of the king; on the latter (PL V. 5-7) also he is 
bareheaded, and on the former (PL V. 1-4) he wears a cap ; 
(h) small coins with symbol without footstool (PL V. 8), 4 evidently 
the issues of a provincial mint ; they have the northern h (IT). 
The syllable si which occurs on the footstool or pedestal on class 
a has not been explained ; it may be an abbreviation for siddham. 
Both classes have the simple legend 5 Mahdrdj adhiraj a -&rl- 
tiawiidragwptah in place of the usual boast of conquest and claim 
to have acquired merit. The coins appear to be of the nature of 



1 It is really a kind of guitar. 

1. J o liisitavidagdhamatigandarvalalitair-vrditatrida&patiffuru-Tuznburu- 

Naradiideh. p ■ ' p\/ - 

3 Vincent Smith, J.R.A.S 1889, p. 24. 

4 The only others known are PL XV. 5, and one recently acquired by 

Mr. W. E. M. Campbell. 

5 Tb V* 4 seems to have only mjdclhinlja , &c. 
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medals and must belong to a late period of the reign. The reading 
Sarrtiudratjupiah on the reverse of two coins (PL V. 1 and LMJl. 
xv. 4) for the usual Samudragupta may be simply explained as 
follows. The moneyer had thoughtlessly began to engrave the 
Kaca reverse legend, ■ mrmrayoeekettd, and when he got as far 
as saw he corrected himself by adding the u and emphasizing the 
top stroke of the v produced a passable (r)in(u). It will be noted 
that the m on these two specimens is practically closed like a v 
in contrast to the open yh on the other coins. The type therefore 
may have been issued soon after the Kaca type. It is possible 
that this type is connected with Sarnudragnpta’s Asvamedha 
sacrifice ; at one stage of the sacrifice a Raj any a lute-player, 
(/ajanyo vln&gathi) sang three gathas composed by himself to the 
notes of the lute descriptive of the sacrificer’s valour in battle and 
his victories. 1 2 3 It is. however, improbable that Samudragupta 
would play this part himself, and the type had best be interpreted 
as representing the monarch at his favourite amusement, though 
the presence of the syllable si(ddkam) in the field forms a close 
link with the Asvamedha type. 

§ 84. Akmnedka Type . We know from the inscriptions of his 
successors that Samudragupta revived the Horse-Sacrifice, which 
'had long been in abeyance (cirotsanna) \ There seems to be no 
allusion to this sacrifice in the Allahabad inscription (cf. above, § 31). 
The coins which were issued on the occasion of this sacrifice in 
commemoration of it and as daksina* for distribution among the 
Brahmans who participated, are not the rarest of this monarch's 
issues and must have been issued in large numbers." The Asvamedha 


1 Their substance should be, ayuddhyatetyammh saihgramamajayaditi 
( Satapatha-Brah m an a , xiii. 4, 3, 5). 

2 Fabulous sums are said to have been distributed on these occasions ; cf. the 
accounts in the epics ; in the MaMbMmta : ASvamedhapat'van (lxxxviii. 13) 
the sacrifice is said to have been known as the Bahusuvarnaka sacrifice from 
the quantity of gold distributed at it. 

3 Cf. the Amkayohiranyakoiiprada of the inscriptions applied to Samudra- 
gupta. 
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sacrifice 1 might be performed before setting out on a campaign of 
conquest or in celebration of the acquisition of supremacy after a 
M*ries of conquests (more usually the latter). 4 Verily the Asvamedha 
means royal sway 2 ; it is after royal sway that they strive who 
guard the horse. . . . Wherefore let him who holds royal sway 
perform, the horse-sacrifice — for verily whosoever performs the 
horse-sacrifice without possessing royal. sway is swept away/ 3 This 
sacrifice ‘ involved an assertion of power and a display of political 
authority such as only a monarch of undisputed supremacy could 
have ventured upon without courting humiliation ; and its celebra- 
tion. must therefore have been an event of comparatively rare 
occurrence \ 4 On the obverse of* the coin is a representation of 
the doomed horse standing to r. before a decorated sacrificial post 
{y€qm)\ it is probably represented as bound to it (e.g. PL V. 10), 
but this point is not clear ; beneath the horse is the syllable si, 
which is probably a contraction for siddham ; on some specimens 
(Bodleian, 1891, PI II 2; IJI.a, PL XV. 3) there appears 
to be a low pedestal below the horse ; this may be a brick of the 
altar, in which ease the horse is represented standing on an altar : 
it might, on the other hand, be identified with the slab of gold on 
which the Hotr sat : on the reverse is a female figure standing 1. 
holding a ehowrie (camsj.va) on her shoulder ; she must be identified 
as Samudragupta s chief queen (mahisfy, probably DattadevI, who 
played an important part in the sacrifice, as did other of the king's 
wives. She is standing to left on what on some coins appears to 
be the conventional lotus on which Laksmi stands in other types, 
ltd is clear from PL V. II, 13, and 14, and IJf.O., Pl. XV. 3, that 
it is not a lotus, and what seems to be petals on PL V. 9-12 is 
really a sort of chain, the exact significance of which cannot be 

1 Cf. Hillebrandt, Mituallitemtur , p. 150, 76 ; Geldner in Hastings’s Encyclo- 
paedia of Mel if/ ion and Ethics (s. v.j datapath a-Brahmana, xiii. 1-5; Barnett, 
Antiquities of India , pp. 169-71 ; and Eggeling’s introduction to his translation 
(S.B.E*, xlv, pp, xv ft.). 

2 Mast mm. ' . Vs 

3 Sat. Br., xiii. 1, 6, 8, transl. Eggeling. 

4 Eggeling, oj>. cit vol. v, p. xv. d/dd/id. 
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determined At the feet of the queen on PL V. 14, mid perhaps 
on PL V. 13, there is an uncertain object which looks like a gourd. 
On the left stands an object which Vincent Smith describes 
as a staff* or standard 1 ; it seems more probable that it is a spear, 
as he had previously suggested , 2 3 its head being identical with the 
object found by Sir Walter Elliot near Pural. the ancient Kudum- 
bar capital, and now in the British Museum, which he suggested 
might be a state halberd . 2 Its appearance on this coin shows that 
it must be closely connected with the sacrifice, and we would 
therefore suggest that it is a sacrificial or ceremonial spear. 

2 . Candbaoupta II. 

§ 85, Archer Type . The Archer coins of Candragupta are by 
far the commonest of the whole series, and a considerable number 
of varieties may be distinguished, which gives a clue to the chrono- 
logical arrangement of the series. They may be divided into two 
great classes according to the seat of the goddess on the reverse, 
(A) Throne reverse, and (B) Lotus reverse. It is possible that the 
former, on the majority of which the goddess still holds a cornu - 
copiae and thus more closely resemble the Archer coins of Samudra- 
gupta, are earlier than the latter which always have the lotus ; 
it is not improbable, however, that the distinction is one of place, 
and that the Throne coins belong to the northern provinces while 
the latter belong to the central or eastern provinces. No such 
marked difference of fabric, however, can be noted as exists in the 
case of the Standard coins of Samudragupta, and, in the absence 
of satisfactory evidence from finds, it is impossible to insist that 
these two classes are geographically distinct. Such a coin as 
PI. VI. 7 with throne reverse and LaksmI holding lotus, a reverse 
type almost identical to that of the rare Couch type, presents 
characteristics of both classes, and probably forms a connecting link 
chronologically. ' 

1 I M. Cat , 1, p. 101. 

2 J.RA.S., 1889, p. 65, 

3 Coins of Southern India , p. 28, note 5, with illustration* 
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The obverse type is similar to that of the Archer coins of 
Samudragupta. The king still wears the Kushan dress, and the 
conservatism of the type even in its details forms a contrast to 
the other types of Candragupta II. The reverse is as before, the 
goddess Laksmi. The Throne reverse class may be divided into 
three varieties according to the position of the bow and the name 
Candm on the obverse, and a fourth with a distinct reverse, as 
follows ; 

a. King holds bow by top with bowstring inwards, Candm 
between string and king (PL VI. 1 , 2 ) , 

j8. King holds bow by top with bowstring inwards, Candm 
between string and bow (PL VI 3 ? 4). 

y. King holds bow by middle with string outwards, Candm 
outside string (PI. VI. 5, 6). 

In a , /3, and y the goddess holds a cornucopiae, and traces of the 
back of the throne survive. On var. S , PL VI. 7, the obverse is as 
on var. a , but the reverse is quite free from traces of the back 
of the throne, while the goddess holds a lotus In her 1, hand in 
place of a cornucopiae, and has a well-defined lotus-flower as 
a footstool. This variety is also distinguished by the use of the 
‘ eastern 3 | (h) in the legend in place of IT on the other varieties, 
and the close resemblance of its reverse to that of the Couch type 
points to its having been struck in the capital Pataliputra. 

§ 86, Four main varieties of the Lotus reverse class may be 
distinguished according to the obverse. The obverse of var. a 
(PL VI. 10-12) is quite distinct ; on it the king does not hold an 
arrow, but is drawing one from a quiver which stands in the place 
occupied by the altar on earlier coins ; the Hon. Mr. R. Burn, who 
first called attention to this rare variety, described the object as 
an altar, 1 but it may more appropriately be identified as a quiver 
full of arrows; the king holds the bow as usual by the top. On 
two of the known specimens Gandra is between the string and the 
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bow, and on the third it is outside the bow although the string 
is inward. All three have the same reverse, the goddess Laksmi 
seated on a lotus, holding fillet and lotus-flower with long stalk in 
her outstretched hands ; they are coins of fine workmanship, and 
are connected in style with certain Lion-slayer coins (PI. IX. 3 
and 13). 

The great majority of this class belong to the next variety, ft 
(PL VI. 13-18, VII* 1-17). On the obverse the king holds bow at 
top in 1. hand and holds arrow in r. hand as in Class I. The 
reverse design is as on the preceding type, but the position of her 
i. arm and the lotus it holds differs. Minor varieties may thus be 
distinguished : on PI. VI. 13-1 8 her 1. arm is held out with hand 
on a level with the shoulder, holding lotus with a very short stalk. 
On PL VIII. 4 arid 6-17 she rests 1. hand on her hip and holds 
lotus with long stalk in it ; her attitude on PL VII. 5 is similar 
to variety a. There appear to be certain differences of fabric 
within this class ; certain coins are distinguished by heavy weight 
and baser metal and connected by the presence of a crescent 
above the Garuda standard (PL VII. 11-13) and others by a wheel- 
like object, which is probably to be identified as the cakra of 
Visnu, in the same position (PI. VII. 15-17) ; the presence of 
specimens of the latter in the Kalighat hoard may be evidence 
that they belong to the most eastern provinces of the Gupta empire. 

Tar. y (PL VII. 18) has a similar reverse to the preceding 
variety, but on the obverse the king holds bow in 1. hand and 
arrow in r. ; he also differs in no longer wearing the conventional 
Kushan dress, but wears waistcloth with sash, as usual on the 
types that show some originality. In var. S (PI. VII. 19) the king 
is standing to 1. with bow in r. hand on r., leaning his 1. arm on 
his hip while the Garuda standard is on L; it looks at first sight 
as if the engraver had reversed the die, but the fact that the king 
does not hold an arrow, and that he is dressed as in var. y, shows 
that it is to be regarded as a distinct type. Both these varieties 
are rare ; there are two other specimens of var. y in the Indian 
Museum {Gat, i, p. 107, nos. 35, 36), while the British Museum 
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specimen of var. <5 from the Bharsar hoard (J.A.8.B., 1852, PI. XII. 
3) is unique. 

§ 87. Couch Type . This is the rarest of Candragupta’s coins, only 
two specimens being known. The king is seated on a high-backed 
couch, as on the Lyrist type of Samudragupta, holding a flower 
(lotus) in uplifted r. hand, leaning 1. hand on side of couch or dais ; 
the reverse type is Laksmi seated on a throne without back, 
holding lotus in 1. hand and fillet (?) in r., exactly as on Class I, <5 
of the Archer type, with which the eastern | (h) in the legends 
forms a connecting link in the obverses. The two known specimens 
(PL VI. 8, 0) differ in many details ; both have the legend in the 
genitive, while the Indian Museum specimen has the additional 
legend rupakrti , which seems to show that the type is similar in 
’ significance to the Lyrist type of Samudragupta. The reverse of 
the Indian Museum specimen has the legend on the left side, while 
it has the double Jc in vikrama , unlike the British Museum specimen. 
It is probable that this type was issued for some special purpose, 
and it may be attributed to Pataliputra, That it was issued early 
in the reign seems to be shown by the throne reverse. 

§ 88. Chattra Type . This is the type to which Vincent Smith 
has given the name 6 Umbrella ’ ; it seems better to retain the Indian 
term, as it has the technical meaning of a symbol of royal power. 
Coins of this type are rare, but a number of varieties may be 
distinguished. They may be divided into classes with different 
obverse legends. Of the first of these, with the king’s name and 
title, two specimens only are known (Dr. Hoey’s Pl. VIII. 1 and 
i, PL XVI. 1) ; the second class has a legend similar to 
that of the Archer type of Samudragupta. The obverse type is 
the same on all : king standing L sacrificing at altar with r. hand, 
and leaning 1. hand on sword hilt; behind him a boy or dwarf 
attendant holds chattra over him; on the first class the reverse 
type is the goddess Laksmi standing L, holding lotus-flower and 
fillet ; the reverse type of the second class is similar, but varieties 
may be distinguished according as the goddess is: a , standing 

1 

WMcCm • ■ : V: : - 



Ixxxii 


INTRODUCTION 


facing (arising out of the opening lotus-flower from which she was 
born at the creation ?) (PL VIII. 2-5) ; /3, standing on an altar 
to 1. (PI. VIII. 6) ; y, standing three-quarter 1. ; 8, similar, but 
walking to L (PL VIII. 8, 9) ; €, walking to L, holding lotus only 
(PL VIII. 10), varieties y and e are further characterized by the 
orthographic peculiarity kkr in the reverse legend. A similar 
obverse type is also found on one variety of this emperor’s copper 
coins (see § 94). 

§ 89. Lion-slayer Type. Under this type are here included 
all the coins on which Candragupta II is represented in combat 
with a lion, viz. Vincent Smith’s Lion-trampler, Combatant Lion, 
and Retreating Lion types, and the recently discovered type to 
which Burn 1 has given the name Lion-slayer. Vincent Smith’s 
Lion-trampler and Combatant Lion differ so little in the attitude 
of the king that, particularly as they have the same legends, 
they can hardly be considered distinct types. Three different 
obverse legends may be distinguished, and the coins have here 
been divided into three classes accordingly, while a fourth class 
is formed by Burn’s Lion- slayer type on account of the striking 
originality of its obverse type, although it has the same obverse 
legend as Class I, and is closely connected by its reverse type 
with several varieties of the same class. 

The great majority of the coins fall into Class I, in which no 
fewer than eight varieties may be distinguished. The obverse 
type represents the king standing to 1. or shooting a lion with bow 
and arrow. On varieties he wears a turban and waistcloth 
with long sashes, and in the others he wears a waistcloth only, 
without sashes, and is bareheaded. When he is represented standing 
to r. he holds the bow, as might be expected, in his 1. hand and 
draws the string hack with his r. ; when he is to 1. he holds the 
bow in his r. hand and draws back the string with his 1. hand. It 
would appear at first sight that the latter were due to a mistake of 
the engraver of the dies ; they are, however, too numerous for this 


1 Kum. Chron., 1910, p. 406. 
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explanation to be accepted ; besides, in var. one of the commonest 
varieties, the kings feet are in a position not found on any other 
variety, while no coins of Class III are known in which the king 
is to r. It seems probable, then, that the king is deliberately 
represented as ambidextrous. 

§ 90. The reverse type represents a goddess seated on a lion, 
holding cornucopiae, lotus or fillet, or both : these attributes would 
suggest her identification with LaksmI, while the lion suggests 
Durga or Ambika, whose vehicle is the lion and who is therefore 
called sinharathci or sinhavahim. Varieties may be distinguished 
according to the position and attributes of the goddess, but the 
direction of the lion is of no importance. 

Varieties a and (3, which differ only in the attitude of the king 
on the obverse, are distinguished from other varieties by the fact 
that the goddess has a cornucopiae in her 1. arm. It may be 
suggested that these belong to the northern dominions, as the 
cornucopiae would be more likely to survive there than in districts 
where it had never been a familiar object; as these do not present 
any marked difference in fabric from the i lotus ? coins it may be 
that they are merely the earliest issues of the type and follow 
more closely the reverse of the Candragupta I type of the preceding 
reign, which was soon modified. In favour of the view that these 
varieties and the corresponding Archer coins are geographically 
distinct is the fact that the cornucopiae survives into the reign 
of Kumaragupta (Lion-slayer, var. a), although in an almost un- 
intelligible form. 

In var. y the king is to r. and the goddess is seated facing, 
holding a lotus in her 1. hand and stretching out her r. hand 
empty; the lion is to 1. on all the coins known of this variety. 
The workmanship of these coins closely resembles that of a series 
of Archer coins (PI. VI. 17 , 18 ), and as both were well represented 
in the Mirzapur hoard it may be that they are the issues of a 
separate mint. 

The rare var. 5, which is unrepresented in the British Museum 
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collection, consists of large coins of good workmanship ; the obverse 
is similar to the preceding, but the goddess on the reverse holds 
a fillet in her r. hand in addition to the lotus in her l, and the lion 
is walking to L On one specimen (PI. VIII. 17) the goddess is 
looking to r. instead of facing as usual. The obverse of var. € 
is similar, but the reverse is quite distinct. The goddess is seated 
astride of the lion to L, holding a lotus in her outstretched r. hand, 
while her 1. hand rests on the lion's haunch; the lotus-flower 
occupies the place usually occupied by the symbol, which is absent 
on this variety. 

On all the specimens known of var. £ the king is to k, and his 
attitude differs in that he is not trampling on the lion, but his r. 
foot may be clearly distinguished beside it; the goddess on the 
reverse is facing, holding both lotus and fillet as in var. S , and her 
attitude differs slightly from that of the other varieties. PL IX. 3 
differs from other specimens of this variety in that the 1. hand 
on the reverse is outstretched ; its fabric is quite distinct, and 
connects it with Class II, a of the Archer type and Class IV of 
this type. 

In var. rj the king is standing to r. with legs together, and his 
attitude contrasts with the vigour of the preceding varieties ; the 
reverse of two specimens resembles that of var. y, while that of 
the third (PI. IX. 9) is identical with PI. IX. 5 of var. g. 

Var. 0 probably belongs to this class, though the legend is quite 
uncertain; the obverse differs considerably from the preceding 
varieties. The lion, instead of facing the king, is retreating to 
r. with head turned back while the king shoots it as he leans his 
r. foot on its back ; the reverse closely resembles that of the first 
two specimens of the preceding variety. 

§ 91. Class II is at present represented by only one coin ; the 
obverse type resembles Class I, rj ; the reverse differs from any of 
the preceding class in that the head of the lion is turned back and 
the goddess holds a lotus with short stalk in her uplifted hand 
while her r. hand is outstretched empty as on Class I, y. 
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Var, a of Class III is one of the finest coins in the series ; the 
obverse represents a lion retreating to 1. followed by the king 
holding a bow in his r. hand and an arrow in 1. The reverse is 
similar in type to Class I, but differs (in having iir% prefixed in 
the legend) from all the other coins of this type. The obverse of 
var. /? is similar to that of a. while the reverse is identical with 
Class I, y. 

Class IV is the only class of this type in which the king is not 
armed with a bow ; here he is represented with a heavy sword in 
his r. hand, slaying a lion which is retreating from him in 
a defensive attitude ; the reverse is identical with Pl. IX. 3 of 
Class I, g except for a slight variation in the position of . the 
legs of the goddess. 

§ 92. Horseman Type . Candragupta II introduced this type 
to the Gupta series and used it extensively, as did his successor 
Kumaragupta I, whose commonest type it is. Vincent .Smith 1 has 
proposed to divide the coins of this type into two classes— horseman 
to r. and horseman to 1. according to the direction of the rider. This 
classification has been rejected here as the distinction proposed is 
quite an artificial one which separates coins of very similar fabric 
(e.g. PL IX. 14 and 15, X. 7 and 8). The classification here 
proposed is. based on the presence or absence of a symbol on the 
reverse, the latter being probably a later class, or possibly the 
issues of a particular mint. 

The obverse type represents the king on horseback; on most 
coins he is fully clothed, but on some (e. g. PL X. 1) he wears only 
a waistcloth, the long sashes of which fly behind on almost all 
specimens; at his 1. side he wears a sword which is, of course, 
only visible on coins in which he is riding to the 1. On a few 
coins he has a bow in his L hand. The horse is fully caparisoned 
in the Indian fashion, 2 wearing a plume :>> (cdmctrci or chowrie) on its 

1 1889, pp. 84-7 ; L M. Cat., i, pp. 107-8. 

2 Cf. the representation of horsemen in sculpture. 

3 Of. the niskampacdmaraiikM applied to the king’s horses in Sahuntala, 
Actl. 8. 
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head. There is usually a crescent at the end of the legend on the 
specimens on which the king is represented as riding to r. 

The reverse design closely follows that of Samudragupta’s 
Lyrist type. The goddess Laksmi is seated to 1., as on the coins 
of that type, on a wicker stool, holding a fillet in her outstretched 
hand, while the cornueopiae in her 1. arm is replaced by a lotus- 
flower with long stalk, which she holds in her hand in slightly 
varying positions. That no specimens are known of this type 
in which the goddess holds a cornueopiae points to its having been 
issued probably late in the reign or in the southern provinces only. 
On the coins with symbol the king is usually to 1., and on the 
others to r., but no generalization can be made. 

§ 93. Silver Coins. When Candragupta II extended his power 
to the west and overthrew the last member of the dynasty of the 
Western Ksatrapas, towards the end of the fourth century, he began 
to strike silver coins for those regions modelled on those of his 
predecessors. The conventional head w 7 hich had done duty for 
centuries as a portrait of the reigning satrap continued to appear 
on Candragupta’s coins as his portrait ; the date retained its place 
behind the head on the left, with the letter & (va), a contraction 
for varse, 1 although the $aka era was replaced by that of the 
Guptas. Candragupta likewise retained the few traces of the once 
significant Greek legend 2 on the Ksatrapa coins; the reverse type, 
on the other hand, is an entirely new one ; the eaitya which had 
served for three centuries on the Ksatrapa coins was replaced by 
a figure of Garuda standing facing with outspread wings, while 
the cluster of dots above on the right and the wavy line beneath 
were retained, as was the border of dots. Previous writers 3 have 
identified the bird on the reverse as a peacock, but there can be 
no doubt that it is a Garuda, the characteristic heraldic emblem 

1 Cf. Rapson, C.A. % W.K., pp. exlviii and cli. 

2 Cf. (bid., pp. cxei-cxciv. 

a Vincent Smith, J.RA.S., 1889, p. 120; Rapson, Indian Coins , § 91, and in 
Hastings, Encyclopaedia of Religion , s. v. Coins. 
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of the Guptas, 1 as a comparison with the undoubted Garuda on the 
copper coins or the garudadhvaja on the gold will show. The 
peacock appears quite naturally in allusion to Karttikeya on certain 
silver coins of Kumaragupta I, and no one can have the slightest 
hesitation in identifying it as such there. These coins, however, are 
of Central fabric, and it will be seen below (§ 104) that the Garuda 
remained the reverse type on Kumaragupta’s western issues also. 
Not only was the bird of Visnu placed on the coins, but the 
legend, as on the Horseman type, expresses the king’s devotion to 
that deity. Two varieties of Candragupta’s silver coins may be 
distinguished according to their legends. 

§ 94. Copper Coins. The earliest Gupta copper coins also belong 
to the reign of Candragupta II. Nine types are distinguished in 
this catalogue, but the general type is the same on all .- obv. the 
king, rev. Garuda standing facing. 

On the obverse of Type I we have a bust of the king holding 
a flower in his r. hand ; rev. Garuda. The obverse of Type II 
is that of the Chattra type of the gold coinage, king at altar with 
attendant holding chattra over him. Two varieties are to be 
distinguished according as the Garuda is with or without human 
arms. Type III has on the obverse a three-quarter length figure 
of the king and reverse Garuda. Type IY has obv. a half-length 
figure of the king holding a flower in his r. hand, rev. Garuda; 
this type has a legend on the obverse in the exergue. Type V has 
a similar obverse without legend, while the Garuda on the reverse 
is standing on an altar. Type VII has a bust or head of the king 
on the obverse and Garuda on the reverse. On many specimens of 
this type the Garuda is distinctly holding a snake in bis mouth, as 
he possibly is on some of the preceding types also. Garuda’s 
hostility to the nagas is well known, 2 and the snake represented 
here is probably the naga king. Type VIII has the obverse 

1 Cf. above, § 75. 

2 Cf, L 3 of Skandagupta’s Junagadh inscription, where his representatives 
are compared to Garudas and his enemies whom they overthrow to serpents. 
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occupied by the legend &rl-Candm- ) while the reverse has the 
usual Garuda with the remainder of the king's name -guptah. 
Type IX forms a distinct class of very small coins. Although 
these only hear the name Gandra we can have little hesitation 
in attributing them, with Vincent Smith, 1 to Candragupta II. 
The obverse is completely filled by the name Gandra surmounted 
by a crescent. The rever.se bears a vase of flowers (halaki) ; the 
flowers or leaves hang down the sides of the pot and have been 
wrongly described as streamers 2 ; similar vases are found on many 
of the seals found at Vaisali by Dr. Bloch and illustrated by him 
in Arch Surv. of India Report, 1903-4, PL XL-XLIL 

3. Kumaragupta I 

§ 95. Archer Type . The coins of this type are here divided into 
seven classes according to their legends instead of as previously 3 into 
two according to the position of the bowstring — var. a-e correspond 
to Vincent Smith's Class I, and £ rj to his Class II. The 
•obverse type shows little or no variation on the different varieties. 
The king is conventionally represented standing to L, as on the 
Archer type of Candragupta II, holding a bow in his I. hand and 
.an arrow in his r. hand ; there is again a Garuda standard on 1. 
On var. a-e the bowstring is inwards, and on ^and tj it is outwards. 
Var. a-y have the syllable Ku beneath the king's 1. arm, the field 
of var. S is empty, while var. c is connected with £ and rj by the 
name Kumara under the 1, arm. Var. e and rj may have the same 
obverse legend, in which case they are to be distinguished by the 
position of the bowstring. It is probable, however, that the legend 
of the latter is the longer, but no traces of its continuation have 
survived on the left side of the known coins. The variations in the 
reverse type are equally trifling ; here again we have the goddess 
Laksmi seated facing on a lotus, holding a lotus in her 1. hand 

1 J . B . A . S ., 1889, pp. 148-4. 

2 Ibid., p. 143 ; I. M. Cat , i, p. 110. 

s Vincent Smith, J.B.A.S., 1889, pp. 95-8, &c. 
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and as a rale a fillet in r. On var. a , /3, and 5 the lotus has 
a long stalk, and LaksmI’s 1. hand rests on her knee; on e-rj the 
stalk is short, and is held uplifted by the goddess ; on var. /3 the 
r. hand is empty, while in the unique specimen of var. y in the 
Bodleian the goddess holds a lotus-flower in her outstretched r. 
hand, -while her 1. rests on her knee as in a and /3, but is empty. 
Var. y has no symbol, while on var. (3 the usual symbol is replaced 
by jJU. Striking resemblance of fabric may be noted between 
certain coins of this type and of the corresponding type of Candra- 
gupta II, e.g. PL VI. 17, 18 and XII. 11, 12; PL VII. 8, 9 and 
XII. 7, so that it is probable that several mints were at work. 

§ 96. Swordsman Type . These handsome coins have no prototype 
in the reigns of Kumaragupta’s predecessors. The attitude of the 
king on the obverse resembles that of the Archer type, but he is 
sprinkling incense on an altar with his r. hand, while his 1. 
rests on the hilt of his sword, which hangs from his waist. He 
wears waistcloth and jewellery only, and the traces of Kushan 
influence that have survived on the Archer type are not to be found 
here. There is again a Garuda standard on the left, the pedestal 
on which it stands being clearly represented (PI. XII. 18). The 
reverse is similar to that of var. a of the Archer type. 

§ 97. A&vamedha Type . The obverse of this type is very similar 
to that of Samudragupta’s Asvamedha type, but the horse is stand- 
ing to 1., and is saddled ; the reverse is also similar, though much 
more rudely executed; the queen holds a chowrie over her r. 
shoulder, and holds an uncertain object in her 1. hand — this latter 
does not appear on Samudragupta’s coins. The object on 1. may 
again be identified as a ceremonial spear (cf. § 84). 

§ 98. Horseman Type . As in the case of Candragupta IPs Horse- 
man type, the classification into Horseman to 1. and r, has been 
abandoned here. Six different legends may be distinguished on 
the coins, and six varieties may thus be distinguished ; the coins 
may be also divided into two main classes by their fabric ; Class I 
contains four varieties (Pl. XII. 1-10), and Class II two varieties ; 
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the latter class are coins of finer workmanship with long unusually 
complete legends; although the king is to r. on var. a and to 
1. on var. ft of Class II the two varieties are closely connected 
and distinguished from Class I by a strong similarity in fabric, 
by the bow in the king’s hand which appears only in var. <5 of 
Class I, and by the similarity of their legends. Varieties a-y of 
Class I are connected by the similarity of their obverse types and 
by the evolution which may be traced through their reverse types. 
The obverse type of Class I is the king riding to r. ; on var. ft 
he does not wear the flowing sash of var. a and y. The reverse 
type offers more variety. On var. a the goddess Laksmi is seated 
to 1. on a wicker stool, as on Candragupta IPs Horseman type, 
holding a lotus with long stalk and leaves in her r. hand in 
front of her, and resting her 1. on her hip, possibly holding the 
stalk of a lotus. This reverse type closely resembles that of 
Archer type var. y (Num. Citron. 1891, PL II. 11) and of var. ft of 
the Lion-slayer type (PL XIV. 6-8) ; the reverse type of var. ft is 
that of Candragupta IPs Horseman type, Laksmi seated 1. with 
fillet in r. hand and lotus behind her in 1. ; on var. y her attitude 
is practically unchanged, but a peacock appears on 1., which she 
is feeding with a bunch of fruit in her r. hand; the latter is 
not distinctly represented, but is treated like one of the tails of the 
fillet on the preceding variety. Var. S (see Addenda, p. 155) 
presents features characteristic of both classes ; on the obverse the 
kings hold a bow as in Class II, but with string inwards, but 
the style recalls Class I rather than II; the reverse is that 
of var. y of Class I. The obverse type of Class II is similar 
to that of Class I with the addition of a bow in the king’s 
1 . hand ; on var. a he is riding to r. and on ft to 1., so that on the 
latter the sword at his 1. side is represented. The reverse of var. a is 
similar to that of Class I, var. y, but the fruit (grapes ?) is very clearly 
represented ; that of var. ft more closely resembles Class I, var. ??, 
although some attempt is made to define the fruit ; it is distin- 
guished from all other varieties, which have no symbol of any kind, 
by the presence of ^ in the place occupied by the symbol. 
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§ 99. Lion-slayer Type . The coins on which Kumaragupta is 
represented in combat with a lion may be divided into four varieties 
according to legend. The general type is that of Candragupta's Lion- 
slayer type, viz. obv. King — here always to r. — wearing waistcloth 
and jewellery only, shooting a lion with bow held in L, and r. hand 
drawn back holding string ; rev, LaksmI-Ambika seated facing on 
a lion which is always to r. : minor differences may be noted in the 
different varieties. In var. a — which corresponds to Vincent 
Smith's Lion-trampler type — the attitude of the king is very 
energetic, and he is bending slightly to shoot the lion ; the reverse 
of this variety, Laksmi seated on lion facing, holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and lotus in 1. arm, is of interest because the 
lotus in her 1. arm is treated as if it were a cornucopiae, indeed it 
can only by courtesy be called a lotus ; on this variety the lion's 
head is either to front or to r. It is probable then that this variety 
belongs to the northern dominions of Kumaragupta, where it 
succeeded Candragupta's Lion-slayer Class I, a and /?. 

On var. ft the lion's head is on a level with the king's shoulders, 
so that he is standing erect ; the reverse is distinct from any of the 
others ; the goddess is seated facing reclining on her 1. arm and 
holding a lotus-flower with leaves in her outstretched arm — in style 
it resembles Archer type, var. y. The obverse of var. y is similar 
to the preceding, while on the reverse the goddess holds a lotus in 
her uplifted 1. hand and holds fillet in outstretched r. hand as on 
Archer type, var. £ rj. The obverse of var. S is similar to that of the 
two preceding, but the king's 1. arm is held a little lower down ; 
the reverse is the one common on Candragupta’s Lion-slayer type : 
the goddess is seated facing on lion and holds a lotus in her 1. hand, 
which rests on her knee, and has a fillet in her outstretched r. hand ; 
varieties /3, y, S correspond to Vincent Smith’s Combatant Lion type. 

§ 100. Tiger-slayer Type . The obverse of this type is similar to 
that of the preceding, but the king is to 1. and is shooting a tiger, 
behind which is a crescent-topped standard. The type closely 
resembles Samudragupta's Tiger type, and seems to have been 
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copied from it, as the reappearance of this type of standard and 
the legend show, although there seems to be no connecting link in 
the coinage of Candragupta XI. The reverse type recalls that of 
Class XI of the Horseman type— the goddess Laksmi standing 1. in 
a lotus-flower feeding a peacock with a bunch of fruit in her r. 
hand and holding the stalk of a lotus-flower which rises behind in 
her b hand. 

§ 101. Peacock Type. This type is new to the series, and seems 
to have been issued in honour of Karttikeya, one of whose names is 
Kumara. The obverse represents the king standing 1. dressed as 
on the preceding type, feeding a peacock from a bunch of fruit held 
in his r. hand, and the reverse the god Karttikeya riding his peacock 
Paravani (sikhivahana). The peacock on the preceding coins may 
also be the emblem of Karttikeya. Two varieties of the reverse may 
be distinguished according as the god is to 1. or facing. Previous 
writers 1 have described the reverse as a female figure, but there is 
no reason to suppose it is, while the peacock and the spear which he 
holds in his 1. hand are well-known attributes of Karttikeya. 

§ 102. Pratdpa Type . This is the type hitherto known as the 
£ Two Queens ’ type. Until a satisfactory explanation of the type is 
given it seems better to give it the non-committal name of * Pratapa * 
from the reverse legend. In spite of the legend, which has been 
supposed to label the central figure, the latter can hardly be identi- 
fied as Kumaragupta as it is utterly unlike any representation 
of him, nor does it look a regal figure, nor is there any good reason 
to suppose the other figures are the queens. One of them very 
closely resembles Minerva, and as the coin appears to be restruck * 
on some foreign coin the whole may be an imitation or adaptation of 
some non-Indian type; should a specimen with a legible inscription 
be found some light may be thrown on the type which till then 
must remain a puzzle. 


Vincent Smith, J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 105,* L M \ Cat , i, p. 113. 
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§ 103. Elephant-rider Type. This type, known only from the 
unique specimen in the Indian Museum, is, like the preceding, new to 
the seines ; the inscription is illegible, but the style and weight render 
certain the attribution to Kumaragupta I. The obverse represents 
the king riding to L on an elephant, while an attendant seated 
behind holds a chattra over him ; on the reverse the goddess Laksml 
stands facing on a lotus, holding a lotus-flower in her L arm and 
grasping stalk of a flower that grows beside her in her r. hand ; 
on r. is an uncertain object like a vase. 

§ 104. Silver Goins . The great variety in the silver coins of 
Kumaragupta I forms a striking contrast to the scarcity of his 
father’s silver coinage, and affords further proof that the latter can 
only have been struck for a brief period before the end of his reign 
and within a limited area. These coins have hitherto been divided 
into two main classes — Winged Peacock type and Fantail Peacock 
type 1 ; as has already been pointed out (§ 93), however, in connexion 
with Candragupta IPs silver coins, the bird on the former of these 
classes is not a peacock, but a Garuda, and an examination of the 
series shows that they may be divided into three well-defined 
classes. 

These coins, then, fall into two great groups according as the 
reverse type is a Garuda or a peacock ; it is well established from 
the evidence of provenance that the first of these belongs to the 
western provinces and the second to the central provinces of 
the Gupta empire (the Ganges Valley). 

An examination of the first group shows that the coins in it fall 
into three main classes, each of which may again be subdivided ; 
it can hardly be doubted that these differences of fabric indicate 
issues of different parts of the western Gupta territories, but, in the 
absence of detailed analyses of finds, it is impossible to allot them 
to their respective districts with absolute certainty ; their relation- 
ship to Candragupta IPs coins affords some clue to their chrono- 
logical and geographical arrangement. 


1 Vincent Smith, J.R.A.S 1889, pp. 123 ff., &c. 
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§ 105. Class L This class consists of the coins which from their 
similarity to Candragnpta Ts silver coinage must be its immediate 
successors. The bust on the obverse still bears a striking resem- 
blance to that on the coins of the later Western Ksatrapas, while 
traces of varse and corrupt Greek letters still survive : the reverse 
type is a well-executed Garuda, readily recognizable as such, as on 
Candragupta’s coins, and above it are the seven pellets 1 which 
appear on these and above the caitya on their Ksatrapa prototypes. 
The legend is the Pammabhagavata legend of Candragupta IFs 
coins. As very similar coins were struck by Skandagupta it is 
clear that this class is the issue of one particular district in Western 
India, most probably Surastra, where Candragupta II’s silver coins 
must have been struck. Three varieties of this class may be 
distinguished: var. a consists of coins of large thin fabric most 
closely resembling the coins of Candragupta II, which are probably 
the earliest issues ; var. /3 consists of coins of slightly thicker fabric 
and is characterized by the use of the rounded forms of the letters 
S’ and 5 in the inscription, which on the whole is in a more 
cursive character than usual— this epigraphical feature is probably 
evidence that these are the issues of some local mint ; var. y is 
similar in fabric to var. /?, but the epigraphy is that of var. a ; the 
Garuda on the reverse is treated in a slightly different fashion on 
each variety, and the development to the form on Class II may be 
traced through Class I. 

§ 106. Class IL The coins forming Class II are somewhat smaller 
and thicker ; they bear no trace of Greek letters on the obverse, while 
the bust is very rudely executed and does not bear the striking 
resemblance to the Ksatrapa bust which is a feature of Class I. 
The Garuda is very rudely represented and the cluster of pellets no 
longer appears ; the inscription is in the square-headed alphabet. 
This class probably belongs to some district in Western India where 
the coins of the Western Ksatrapas had not been familiar for 

1 Originally a star ; on the degradation cf. Rapson, C.A. % W.K., §§ 92, 
144, &e. 
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centuries. Two varieties may be distinguished, var. a which has 
the legend of Class I, and var. (3 which begins Bhdgavata only. 

§ 107, Class III . In Class III the bust on the obverse is more 
carefully treated, and there is usually a legend in corrupt Greek 
letters ; the Garuda on the reverse is again very crudely treated ; 
it is all neck with practically no body, but the wings are rather 
more intelligently treated than in Class II. The coins of Class III 
are all of small thick fabric ; as this fabric resembles that of the 
coins of the Traikutaka dynasty it may be suggested that Class III 
were struck in Southern Gujarat. 

Two varieties may be distinguished according as the king has 
the full title mahdrdjaclhirdja (var. a) or the shorter rdjddhirdja 
(var. /3). Vincent Smith 1 has suggested that the latter are the 
earlier issues and may have been struck in the lifetime of Candra- 
gupta II, but, as has been shown, they must be later than the 
earliest issues of Class I, which bear the full title. 

§ 108. Class IV. Not only was the coinage of silver in the west 
considerably extended in the reign of Ivumaragupta I, but he also 
introduced a silver coinage for the first time to the central provinces 
of the Gupta dominions. This class (IV) displays considerable 
originality of type ; it consists, like Class I, of large thin coins ; the 
bust on the obverse, although still bearing a superficial resemblance 
to the Ksatrapa prototype, shows great originality of treatment 
and is probably an attempt at portraiture. The meaningless Greek 
letters, which tradition still retained on the western issues, now 
disappear and their place is taken by a date in Brahmi characters 
in front of the bust. On the reverse the degraded representation 
of Garuda is discarded in favour of a peacock standing facing with 
wings and tail outspread; this peacock appears in allusion to 
Karttikeya, one of whose names is Kumara, to whom Kumaragupta 
seems to have been as devoted as his father was to Visnu ; it is to 
be identified with his vehicle Paravani. The Vaisnava legend also 
is discarded in favour of the metrical boast of victory also found 
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on varieties of the gold Archer and Horseman types; the legend is 
carefully executed with vowel marks, which are never represented 
on the western issues. These coins have been found in Saharanpur 
and Buriya, and are commonly obtained in Benares, Ayodhya, 
Mathura. 1 

§ 109. Trident (1) Type . In the Journal of the Bombay Branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society , vol vii (1862), p. 10, PL 1. 11, Mr, Justice 
Newton published a silver coin of Kumaragupta I with reverse 
type, a trident. This type is quite unknown otherwise. There 
is no reason to doubt the accuracy of Newton’s reading of the 
inscription, so that the coin cannot have been one of those ascribed 
to the kings of Yalabhi; the trident as depicted in the drawing is 
a much more elaborate one than that on the latter coins. When it 
is remembered how common the various types of Ivumaragupta’s 
silver coinage are it is remarkable that only one specimen of this 
should have survived. We are inclined to believe that the type 
does not exist ; the reverse type of this specimen was probably a 
Garuda bird which in Classes II, III does bear some resemblance to 
a trident, a resemblance which was probably considerably accentuated 
by the draughtsman who drew the figure for Newton’s plate. 

§ 110. Glass F. The existence of a large series of silver-plated 
coins of Kumaragupta I with, a copper core offers an interesting 
problem which has been fully discussed by Vincent Smith, 2 whose 
conclusion (p. 142), that they c are a debased issue of the silver 
coinage probably struck during a period of financial pressure \ seems 
to us the only satisfactory explanation of these pieces. While plated 
coins of other rulers and issues 3 are known, they are comparatively 
rare and may be ancient forgeries, though sometimes their good 
workmanship suggests that, as was the Roman custom, they may 

1 Vincent Smith in J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 127, quoting Cunningham. 

2 J.R.A.S., 1898, pp. 187 ff. 

8 Of, the Archer coins of Candragupta II mentioned by Vincent Smith, 
J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 144, and another in Mr. J. Stephens Blackett’s collection; 
and the silver coin of Kumaragupta I in this catalogue, no. 402. 
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have been issued by the mint authorities to pay expenses. These 
coins have only been found — although in large numbers — around 
the site of the ancient Valabhi, and their issue was presumably 
limited to this district. A distinction has been made between a bona 
fide copper coinage of this type and a similar silver-plated coinage ; 
j we believe, however, that all the coins were originally silver- 

plated— perhaps merely washed with silver — and intended to pass 
as silver, in spite of the numbers that now bear no trace of silver . 1 

§ 111. Copper Coins . The only copper coin that can with absolute 
certainty be ascribed to Kumaragupta I is in the Bodleian Library 
; (Hum. Chron., 1891, PL II. 15), and is described on p. 113 (Type I) 

of this catalogue ; on the obverse the king is standing 1. apparently 
throwing incense on an altar ; the reverse is that of Candragupta IPs 
copper coins — Garuda standing facing with outspread wings with 
| the legend Kumdraguptah below. 

The two coins in the Indian Museum and in St. Petersburg, here 
ascribed to Kumaragupta I (p. 113, Type II, PI. XVIII. 25 , 26 ), 
have previously 2 been attributed to Kumaragupta II. The obverse 
| typ e is not a Garuda, as Vincent Smith (loc. cit.) suggests, but an altar 

I sn ch ^ is found on one type of Skandagupta’s silver coins, while 

the object on which the goddess on the reverse is seated is a lion 
rather than a couch. Though these coins are of ruder workman- 
ship than Type I they can hardly be as late as Kumaragupta II, 
particularly as copper coins do not seem to exist of intermediate 
reigns. The cornucopiae or lotus treated like a cornucopiae (as in 
I Lion-slayer type, var. a) can hardly be much later than Kumara- 

gupta I, to whose reign we prefer to ascribe these coins ; they are 
probably northern issues. If the third known specimen 3 was 
actually found with the Huna coins with which it is published, 
it may be that these are not Gupta coins, but Huna; cf. the 
contraction To on coins of Toramana. 


1 Cf. the Roman coins of the second half of the third century A. D. 

2 L M. Cat p. 120, no. 3, Pl. XVII. 9. 

8 1907, p. 96. ' i;- LV;.:-. 
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4. Skandagupta. 

§ 112. The gold coins of this reign do not present the variety 
of types found in the preceding reigns. Only two, or probably 
three, types are found in the gold coinage, and of these only one 
can be called common, and that in comparison with other coins 
of the reign rather than with coins of preceding reigns. 

Archer Type. The majority of the gold coins of this reign 
belong to this type ; it does not differ from the Archer Type of the 
preceding reign. The king is represented, as usual, standing to left 
holding a bow in his 1. hand and arrow in r., while a garudadhvaja 
stands on his right; the reverse type has likewise become quite 
conventional, and represents the goddess LaksmI seated facing on 
a lotus, holding a fillet in her outstretched hand and a lotus flower 
in her 1. hand, which rests on her knee ; no deviations are found 
from this type, which was to remain stereotyped till the end of the 
dynasty. It may be noted that the traditional dress of Kushan 
style is still worn by the king on the obverse, although it has 
been long abandoned on other types. The Archer coins of Skanda- 
gupta may, however, be divided into two very distinct classes, 
distinguished by weight, obverse and reverse legends. The coins 
of this type, struck on a standard of about 132 grains, are, perhaps, 
the earlier, as they are most closely connected in weight with 
Kumaragupta’s gold coins ; the second class consists of coins struck 
on a standard of 144*6 grains of baser metal ; these probably 
belong to a later period of the reign, but as a few coins of pure 
metal are known of the later reigns, and as the majority of the 
coins of these reigns are of this baser metal and came from the 
Kalighat hoard, it is most probable that the latter class belong 
to the most eastern Gupta dominions. Class I is further distin- 
guished by obverse legend from Class II, and while the former 
has the reverse legend tirt-Skandagioptah, the latter bears his title 
Kramadityah. 

§ 113. King and Lalcsnn Type . Skandaguptas second type is 
of more interest than his Archer type, with Class I of which 
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it is closely connected. A superficial resemblance to the Candra- 
gupta I type of Samudragupta has caused it to be given the name 
4 King and Queen ? type. 1 The king is represented standing on 1. 
to r. holding his bow by the middle at his left knee, while his 
right hand rests on his side and holds an arrow ; he wears waist- 
cloth and jewellery only, as has long been usual on types in which 
tradition does not retain the Kushan dress, as it does in the Archer 
type of this reign, nor is he nimbate ; in front of him is a Garuda 
standard. On the right stands a female figure, who has hitherto 
been identified as Skandagupta’s queen, but an examination of the 
specimens now available of this type shows that she holds a lotus 
flower in her 1. hand which grows up behind her ; in her r. hand she 
holds an uncertain object, which may best be compared with the 
degraded form of the fillet held by LaksmI in Class I, var. ft of 
Kumaragupta’s Horseman type. We need have no hesitation, then, 
in identifying the lady as the goddess LaksmI, as her attributes 
show. She closely resembles the representation on the reverse 
of certain of Candragupta II ’s Chattra type, e. g. Pl. VIII. 7. 
We know no reason why Skandagupta’s queen should appear on his 
coinage; the chief queen naturally appears on the Asvamedha 
types of preceding reigns on account of the prominent part she 
played in the sacrifice, and is readily recognizable as such on these 
types by the regal chowrie, while Skandagupta’s companion holds 
the lotus, the emblem of LaksmI. KumaradevI is likewise readily 
recognizable as a mortal on the coins issued by her son in memory 
of her marriage. The inscriptions of Skandagupta repeatedly 
emphasizes the fact that he had been particularly favoured by the 
goddess of fortune, e.g. in 1. 5 of his Junagadh inscription, LaksmI 
is said to have ‘selected him for a husband, discarding all other 
sons of kings ’. Such ideas are, of course, common to Indian 
panegyrics, but it cannot be doubted that Skandagupta attributed 
his restoration of the broken fortunes of his dynasty to the direct 
intervention of LaksmI, and that the type is an allusion to this. 

1 Vincent Smith, J.RA.S 1889, p. 110; J.A.S.B. , 1894, p. 169; I. M. Cat. , i, 
p. 117. 
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The reverse type is the conventional seated Laksmi, and calls for 
no remark. This type has the same obverse and reverse legends 
as Class I of the Archer type, and is further known only of the 
same standard, which perhaps strengthens the suggestion that 
Class II belongs to a different area of Skandagupta’s dominions. 

§ 114. Horseman Type. The unique coin of the Horseman 
type in the Bodleian collection which has hitherto been ascribed 
to Candragupta II 1 cannot, as its weight (140*5 grains) shows, 
belong to so early a reign; in style it closely resembles the 
Horseman coins of Kumaragupta I, but its weight suggests attribu- 
tion to Skandagupta ; the reverse legend Kramajitah (cf. Krama- 
dityah) also suggests Skandagupta. 

§ 115. Silver Coins. A detailed knowledge of the find-spots and 
contents of hoards containing Skandagupta’s silver coins would be 
of considerable value in determining the limits of his empire at 
different periods of his reign ; as such information is not available 
it is only possible vaguely to indicate what the evidence of the 
coins suggests. The silver coins of his reign, like that of the 
preceding, fall naturally into two great classes, all of which have 
the kings bust on the obverse, issued in the western and central 
provinces of the empire respectfully. The former class, although 
not so extensive as in the preceding reign, presents three different 
reverse types ; viz. Garuda, bull (Nandi), and altar. 

§ 116. The first class of these with the Garuda reverse, usual in 
the preceding reigns, consists of large flat coins corresponding 
exactly in fabric to Candragupta II ’s silver coins and Class I, 
var. a of Kumaragupta I. The scarcity of coins of this type, in 
comparison with the preceding reign, is evidence that Skandagupta 
did not retain the territories to which they belong throughout his 
reign, while the absence of the varieties of fabric, which charac- 
terize Kumaragupta’s Garuda reverse issues, suggests that some at 


1 J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 86 ; Hum. Chron 1891, p. 62, PL IL 6. 
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least of the districts to which these belong were never held by 
Skandagupta, or at least that he did not hold them long enough 
to strike coins there: this question is complicated, however, by 
the existence of types unrepresented in the preceding reign, and 
the evidence from fabric or provenance is not sufficient to enable 
us to judge how far these supplant varieties of Kumaragupta’s 
Garuda type, which are not otherwise represented. When we 
remember how conservative Indian coin-types are, it may fairly 
be presumed that the absence of varieties of fabric represented in 
the preceding reign is evidence that Skandagupta did not hold 
the lands in which they were struck. 

§ 117. Bull Type . The first new type consists of a small series 
of coins of very base metal having the usual bust on the obverse, 
but without traces of the Greek legend ; the reverse type is a bull, 
presumably Siva’s bull Nandi, couehant to r. It has been suggested 
that these coins are to be attributed to Valabhi because the bull is 
the badge of the later senapatis of Valabhi; although this is not 
conclusive evidence in itself it seems to be corroborated by evidence 
of provenance. Three of the six specimens in the British Museum 
were presented by the Watson Museum, Rajkot, and were pre- 
sumably found in Kathiawar, while the type seems to be imitated 
by Krsnaraja, whose coins come from the Nasik district. We have, 
therefore, sufficient evidence to assume that this type belongs to 
the lands around the Gulf of Cambay. The rude treatment of the 
bust on the obverse recalls that of Class V of Kumaragupta I, 
which also belongs to Kathiawar. 

§ 118. Altar Type. The commonest silver coins of Skandagupta 
also belong to a new type : they are mis-shapen coins of rude 
fabric, bearing the usual western bust with traces of a degraded 
Greek inscription on the obverse and an altar on the reverse ; the 
altar 1 seems to be represented with a fire burning on it. This 
extensive series may be divided into three classes according as they 


1 It is impossible to say that it is not a receptacle for the tulsl plant. 


Cii INTRODUCTION 

bear the title Vikmmaditya (Class I), Kramaditya (Class II), or 
no aditya title (Class III). Class II may be divided into three 
varieties by fabric : var. a of this class is of neater workmanship 
than the other coins of this type; var. j8 resembles Class I in 
fabric, and contains the majority of the specimens of this type, 
while var* y is of much ruder fabric than the others and has 
fragmentary legends. 

§ 119. Central Provinces . Skandagupta continued unaltered 
the silver coinage instituted in the home territories by his father ; 
the legend is similar to that of Kumaragupta’s coins, and the coins 
may be divided into two classes, according to two varieties of the 
legend, while two varieties of fabric may be noted in the second 
class ; the same difference in the busts of the western and central 
coinages may again be noted in this reign. 

5. PuRAGrTJPTA. 

§ 120. We are now able to attribute coins to Puragupta with 
certainty ; they are all of the Archer type, and closely resemble in 
style Skandagupta/s heavier issues. The specimen illustrated on 
PL XXI. 24 has been in the British Museum since 1893 as a coin 
of Candragupta II, an attribution based on the reverse legend 
Srl-Vikmmah; the second specimen (PL XXI. 25) was recently 
acquired. The weights of these specimens (142-7 and 141*4 grains 
respectively) rendered their attribution to Candragupta II im- 
probable, and the evidence of style suggested Skandagupta; the 
question whether these coins 1 and a third in Mr. Burn’s collection 
were to be attributed to Skandagupta or, as we suspected, to 
Puragupta was settled when we found in Dr. Hoey’s collection 
a similar coin with the reverse legend &r%- Vikramah, and the 
name Pura beneath the 1. arm (PI. XXI. 23). The coins may 
therefore be divided into two varieties according as they bear the 
name or not. tike Skandagupta’s heavier coinage, they have no 
isolated letters between the kings feet. 


1 L M. Cat., i, p. 107, nos. 88 and 84, must now also be ascribed to Puragupta. 
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6. Prakasaditya. 

§ 121. The coins of Prakasaditya are remarkable in that they 
present a new type ; the Horseman type and the Lion-slayer had 
both been very popular in the reigns of Oandragupta II and 
Kumaragupta I, blit here we have for the first time a combination 
of these types. Prakasaditya, as he must be called till his proper 
name is known, is represented seated on horseback to r. cleaving 
with his sword a lion which is springing at him ; around his body 
hangs a bow, while there is a Garuda standard behind the horse's 
head. This standard is as a rule very rudely represented : it is 
recognizable on PI. XXII. 1-3, while on PL XXII. 5 it is repre- 
sented by three pellets. The reverse type is the now usual Laksmi 
seated facing on a lotus, holding a fillet in her r. hand and a lotus 
in her 1. hand which rests on her knee. The symbol which is 
found on all the known specimens is not found on other coins of 
the series. The style of the obverse affords little clue to the date, 
as we have nothing with which to compare it ; that of the reverse, 
however, notably the way in which the two legs of the goddess 
are run together to form a single horizontal pillow-like object, is, 
as a comparison with the coins of Narasimhagupta shows, charac- 
teristic of the period about the end of the filth century, to which 
evidence of the Bharsar hoard suggests the assignation of these 
pieces (§§ 58, 59), and not of the time of Visnugupta as the J in 
the field might suggest. It is remarkable that no coins should 
be known of Prakasaditya of the Archer type, which is the only- 
one used by the rulers of this and later periods ; when specimens 
of the latter are found, we shall be able to know his proper name. 

7. Narasimhagupta and his Successors. 

§ 122. The coins of the successors of Skandagupta and Puragupta 
are, with the exception of those of Prakasaditya, of the Archer 
type, which may be traced back through Samudragupta’s Archer 
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and Standard types to the coins of Kaniska and Kadphises. The 
king is represented standing to !. holding a bow in his 1. hand and 
an arrow in his r., with a Garuda standard on 1. ; the reverse is 
the usual LaksmI seated facing, holding a fillet and lotus. Two 
varieties may be distinguished in the coins of Narasimhagupta 
and Kumaragupta II; a small Class I of good gold with traces 
of a marginal legend and of a style fairly good for the period, and 
a Class II of very rude workmanship and base metal, some of 
which seem never to have had a marginal legend ; cf. PL XXII. 7 
and 8 with 10-12, and 13-14 with 15. These two classes are 
probably the issues of different districts, and the fact that the 
majority of the latter came from the Kalighat hoard suggests that 
they belong to the lower Ganges valley. The coins of Visnugupta 
seem to he known of Class II only ; their attribution has already 
been discussed in § 67. As to the coins of Candragupta III we 
have nothing to add to what has been said in § 60; we would 
only point out that a comparison of PI. XXIII. 6-8 with 1-5 will 
show that they cannot be later than the coins of Kumaragupta II, 
and that this is clear evidence of a line contemporary to that from 
the Bhitari seal; the coin of Ghatotkacagupta has already been 
discussed in § 61 ; its style, notably the treatment of the legs of 
the goddess on the reverse, suggests that it is contemporary with 
Kumaragupta II (cf. PL XXIV. 3 with PL XXII. 13 or 14). - 

§ 123. The base gold coins which bear the name Jay a cannot be 
earlier than the end of the sixth century ; it would be not unnatural 
to assume that Jaya(gupta) was the successor of Visnugupta, but the 
coins are clearly much later in date ; the reverse type in style and 
subject, the abhiseka of LaksmI, connects them closely with the 
coins of Sasanka, but we must await further discoveries before we 
know the relations of these two and their connexion, if any, with 
the later Guptas. The copper coin with the name which has been 
usually read (Ja)yagu(pta) (PL XXIV. 4) is not connected with the 
preceding, as it has a much earlier form of ya (CD and 5J) ; it is 
very possible that the legend really is only yagu , and that it 
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is a Hum coin, as its general style suggests, but the Garuda 
suggests the Guptas. The coin of Harigupta (?) (PL XXIV. 16) 
seems to belong to the fifth century from its epigraphy. The 
coins (PI. XXIV. 11-12) which bear the name Vlrasena are probably 
the latest coins we have yet discussed, and cannot be before the 
seventh century ; nothing is known of their attribution. 

8. Guptas of Eastern Malwa. 

§ 124*. The coins of Budhagupta are known in silver only; they 
imitate the types of Skandagupta’s silver central coinage. On the 
obverse they have the conventional portrait with the date in front, 
while the reverse is the peacock with wings and tail outspread, 
which had been first adopted by Kumaragupta I. 

9. ^A^ANKA. 

§ 125. The coins of &ai£anka present an obverse type new to the 
series. 6iva is represented reclining on his bull Nandi ; behind 
him is the disc of the full moon, an allusion to &asahka, which 
recalls the allusion to this monarch by Bana in the words &a&ahka- 
mmidalam (see p. lxiii), The reverse type is similar to the traditional 
seated Laksml of the Guptas ; the hands of the goddess, however, are 
empty, and on her r. and 1. are elephants sprinkling her (abhiseka) ; 
that on her r. is clearly represented, while that on her 1. may be 
seen in PI. XXIII. 14-15 ; this type is also found on Jayagupta’s 
coins, but only the elephant on the r. of the goddess is there 
represented, the place of the other being occupied by the of the 
long legend ; it is clear from the resemblance of the reverses that 
the coins of 6a^ahka and Jayagupta are closely connected. The 
coin no. 612 (PI. XXIV. 2) presents several notable features; 
the types are practically those of the other coins of 6a^ahka, but 
the goddess holds a lotus flower in her r. hand and another over 
her 1. shoulder ; there are no elephants, and the style is peculiar ; 
the careful execution of the legend shows that it is a contemporary 
coin of &a£ahka. The weight, however, is only 85 grains, not 
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much over half that of the others, but this seems to be amply 
compensated by the purity of the metal; the weight and the 
border of large dots connect it with the coins discussed below 
(§ 127), and it is evidently to be attributed to the north-eastern 
part of ^asahka’s dominions. 

§ L26. We should like to be able to attribute to 6asahka the 
Indian Museum coin found at Jessore 1 with one of his coins, 
illustrated here in Pi. XXIV. 5, but it is impossible to do so with 
certainty in the present state of our knowledge. The type is quite 
a new one, though a familiar scene in sculpture ; the king is repre- 
sented seated on a couch, attended by two queens or female 
attendants (rajaUld). The reverse likewise is new; the goddess 
Laksmi is standing to 1. in a lotus plant surrounded by the flowers 
which spring up from it ; in front of her is a hamaa. The coin on 
PL XXIV. 4, also in the Indian Museum, likewise bears the name 
Narendraditya, but a comparison of the reverse type with that of 
Pl. XXIV. 1 suggests that it must be earlier than ^asahka. It is 
very probable, then, that we have to identify two Narendradityas. 
Another ruler who is to be connected with ^asahka, Jayagupta, 
and the Narendraditya of PI. XXIV. 5, is the Dharmaditya of 
the Faridpur inscriptions. No coins are known of him, but the 
provenance of his inscriptions, the epigraphy of which (notably cXJ 
for Sa&kika's <*J) places him somewhat earlier than 6a^ahka, like 
that of the rdjaMd coin of Narendraditya, .shows that he is to be 
located in the territory known to have been ruled by &asahka. 2 

Late Imitations of Gupta Coins, 

§ 127. There is no reason to doubt that the three barbarous 
pieces illustrated in PL XXIV. 17-19 are ancient coins. The 

1 1852, PL XIL 11. 

2 Pargiter, in his discussion of these grants in LA ., 1910, pp. 193 ff., seems 
(p. 208) to accept Hoernle’s identification of Dharmaditya with Yasodharman 
(J.R.A.S .1 1909, p. 136, note 1). We cannot accept this ; we have no reason to 
believe that Yasodharman ’s sway stretched so far to the east, nor do we know 
that he bore the title Dharmaditya. 
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obverses are copied from the usual Gupta Archer type, but the 
standard has a horse's head instead of Garuda ; there is a horse 
behind the king on one variety, which also has an inscription 
SrZ. The reverse type is a goddess standing to r.; she appears 
to wear a robe that flows behind her, but this may be an 
exaggeration of the fillet held by the seated Laksmi ; in front 
of her is what looks like a legend, but can only be a barbarous 
copy of the Gupta legend. There seems to be no exact prototype 
for this reverse in the Gupta coinage. These coins are connected 
by weight and by the border of large dots with the coin of 
Sasanka illustrated on PI. XXIV. 2, and must be dated about the 
middle of the seventh century a. d. One of these pieces is illus- 
trated by Wilson, Arictna, Antiqua , PL XVIII. 20; another is 
illustrated in the J.A.S.B.^ 1852, PL XII. 10, p. 401, and was found 
at Muhammadpur, in Jessore, with the coins of Narendraditya 
and 6a&hka already mentioned (§ 126). Two specimens were 
recently published by H. E. Stapleton in the J. A.8.B., 19 1 0, pp. 142-3, 
PI. XXII, 1 and 2, one of each variety; of these one was found 
near the Pll-Khana about a mile from Dacca, and the second came 
from Kotwalipara. Three similar coins were afterwards procured 
in Kotwalipara, one of which is believed to have been found with 
a coin of Skandagupta. 1 We have, therefore; considerable evidence 
that these are actual coins which circulated in Eastern Bengal, 
probably about the seventh century a. d. 

IV. LEGENDS. 

1. Samudragupta. 

§ 128. The great majority of the obverse legends of the coins 
of the Guptas have not been hitherto satisfactorily explained. As 
a rule each specimen only contains a few words of the legend, and 


1 Stapleton, loc. ciL, p. 148, note 1. 
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it is rare to find legible vowel marks ; while a number of legends 
must await decipherment until further specimens are available, the 
majority can now be read with certainty. The most important 
aid to their interpretation is the recognition of the fact that, like 
the distichs on many of the coins of the Mughal emperors, the 
legends on the Gupta coins are metrical. We are thus enabled 
to restore lost vowels with certainty and to supply missing 
elements from the analogy of similar legends on other coins. 
Yarious metres are employed, the most common being the Upagiti 
variety of the Arya. When the metrical nature of the legends is 
recognized, it is clear that the aksams 22&ECDA, which occur 
in almost every legend, must be read divam jayati and not, as 
hitherto, devo jayati ; Zh is actually found on a coin of Samudra- 
gupta (PL I. 14), and on certain silver coins of Kumaragupta I 
(PL XIII. 9 and 13) of his Central issues, and on the majority of 
the latter the Z can be clearly read. The substance of the legends 
is therefore ‘The king having conquered the earth, conquers or 
attains to heaven (by sacrifice, &c.) and they express the well- 
known Indian idea that by the merit acquired by sacrifice one 
may become equal to the gods or become an Indra and attain to 
heaven. 1 The means by which heaven is attained are sometimes 
specifically expressed ‘by such phrases as Jcarmabhir uttamaih , or 
sucaritaih. 


§ 129. Standard Type . The full obverse legend is 

Samamiatavitatavijayo jitaripur ajito divam jayati . 

4 The unconquered one, whose victories extend over a century of 
battles, having conquered his enemies, wins heaven/ 

The metre is Upagiti ; the reading jitdripuro jito devo suggested 


1 Cf. Satapatha-Brahniana (transl. Eggeling\ I, 6, 1, 10-20, where the world 
of heaven is said to be the reward of the sacrificer, ibid., I, 9, 1, 16 ; II, 6, 4, 8 ; 
X II 5, 7, 8, &c., 
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by Rapson 1 and adopted by Vincent Smith, 2 is therefore to be 
rejected on metrical grounds in favour of the above. 

§ 130. Archer Type . There are two distinct obverse legends on 
the coins of this type. That on var. a is 

Apratiratho vijitya ksitim sucaritair divam jayati, 

* Having conquered the earth, the invincible one wins heaven by 
good deeds/ 

Sucaritaih probably, like the karmabhir uttamair of the Kaca 
type, refers to sacrifices; as this type appears earlier than the 
Asvamedha type and shows distinct varieties of fabric, it is difficult 
to refer sucaritaih to the Asvamedha sacrifice. 

Var. (3 has a slightly different legend. It begins similarly with 
Apratiratho vijitya Jcsiti the next two characters on Pi. IV. 6 are 
clearly ma va ; the first character on the left is probably &, and 
there is space for two or three more aksara s before the 
the last of which must be t. Avcmipatir has been suggested 
(p. 7) as the word required to complete an Upaglti line, but this 
is no longer correct. 

A coin recently acquired by Mr. W. E. M. Campbell, XAbS., 
clearly shows that there are only two alcsaras before the i, of 
which the first is distinctly & n(-) as suggested ; the next is clearly 
FJ (**) ; the word therefore is avani&o, a synonym of avanipatih , 
and the legend should be 

Apratiratho vijitya ksitim avam&o clivam jayati . 

4 The invincible one, having conquered the earth, wins heaven, 
(being already) the lord of earth/ 

The epithet apratirathaip c matchless, unrivalled, invincible 
which is also found on the reverse, was a favourite one with 
Samudragupta ; it occurs in the Allahabad inscription, while the 
synonymous aprativaryaviryah is found in the Eran inscription. 


1 2sum, Chron 1891, p. 60. 


2 J.R.A.S., 1898, p. 101. 
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§ 13L Baffle-axe Type . The legend of this type differs from 
those of the preceding in metre and in being simply a boast of 
victory without any allusion to the attainment of heaven. The 
complete legend, which is not found on any single coin, is 
Krtdntaparakir j ayaty-aj itardj aj eta ( + a)jitah, 

■ Wielding the axe of Krtanta, the unconquered conqueror of 
unconquered kings, is victorious.’ 

The metre is PrfchvL Krtantapara iuh, which is also found on 
the reverse, is another epithet regularly applied to Samudragupta 
in the inscriptions of his successors, though not found in his own ; 
in his Allahabad inscription, however, as in those of his successors 
also, he is described as equal to Antaka, which is a synonymous 
name of Yama, the god of Death. 

§ 132. Kaca Type. The similarity of the obverse legend to 
that of the Archer type forms one of the strongest proofs of the 
dentity of Kaca with Samudragupta. The ‘ highest works ' are 
sacrifices, and may be referred to the Asvamedha sacrifice with 
more probability than the sucaritdni of the Archer type. The 
full legend is 

Kdco gam avajitya divarh karmabhir uttamair jayatL 

i Kaca having conquered the earth, wins heaven by the highest 
works. 5 

The metre is again Upagiti, though somewhat halting ; the true 
form of the name is therefore Kaca, and the form Kaca which 
is found In the field on some coins is simply an engraver's error. 
The Z of clivarn, which metre and sense require, is visible on 
PL II. 9 and II, but no specimen gives the A. The reverse legend 
Sarvardj occh ettd, ‘ exterminator of all the rajas/ is regularly applied 
to Samudragupta, and to him alone, in the inscriptions of his 
successors; it is not found in the extant portions of either of 
his two known inscriptions, but similar expressions are found 
in them. 1 


1 e.g. Allahabad inscription, 11, 21-2. 
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§ 133. Asvamedha Type . The obverse legend is one of the most 
difficult to read as only fragments of it have survived : there seem 
to be two varieties of it. It certainly begins rajddhiraja [/*] 
prth(i)v (£), the next two aksaras are probably X A, and the third is 

These three may be read mavitvd to complete an Indravajra line ; 
Divarh jayatyapr is distinct as the beginning of the Upendravajra 
line which we would expect to make an Upajati couplet : the 
remainder is not to be read on any known specimen, but it may 
be suggested that the last word is aprativdryaviryah , a known 
epithet of Samudragupta. We thus get 

Rajadhimjah prthivim avitvd, 

Divarh jay uty-apjrativdryavwyah. 

‘ The king of kings, of irresistible prowess, having protected the 
earth, wins heaven.’ 

On a specimen in the Bodleian Library and another in Dr. Hoeys 

of ^ the preceding aksara is 

indistinct, but the latter half of the line may be safely read 
prthivfrh vijitya in place of prthivim avitvd. 1 2 The epithet Asva- 
medhaparakramah probably means ‘ (he whose) prowess (has been 
established by the) Asvamedha sacrifice 

§ 134. Lyrist Type. The obverse legend gives the emperor's 
full title only : 

M ah. drdjd,dhirdja~$ri-8amudragiiptah . 

On one specimen (PI. V. 4) it begins with Rajadhiraja only. The 
reverse legend is simply the name Samudragwptah (see p. Ixxvi). 

§ 135. Tiger Type . The obverse legend is quite brief. Vydghra- 
pardhramah = He who has the prowess of a tiger. The reverse on 
two of the known specimens is Rdjd,-8amudragv,ptah. There seems 
no reason to lay emphasis on the simple title raja? On var. /?, 
PI. II. 15, unfortunately much worn, the reverse legend seems to 
be Vydghrapardkramah . 

1 A coin from the recently discovered Ballia hoard, of which Mr. Campbell 
has sent me a cast, seems to have a different ending. 

2 1889, p. 65. 


collection is distinct in place 


CXii INTRODUCTION 

§ 136. The only orthographical peculiarities in the coin legends of 
Samudragupta are the doubling of h before r on nos. 10-13 and 
of j after r on no. 46 (vMamair jjayciti). 

2. Candragupta II. 

§ 137. Archer Type . The legend on this type gives the emperor’s 
title in place of the usual metrical legend. It is 

Deva-&r%~Mah&rajMkiraja-$rt-Oandragwptah. 

§ 138. Couch Type. A similar legend in the genitive is found 
on the B.M. specimen (no. 102, PL VI. 8) of this type, viz.: 

Beva-&r%>-Mahdmiddhirdja~Srl-Gandraguptasya. 

The Indian Museum specimen (p. 34, PL VI. 9) adds the title 
Vikramadityasya to the preceding legend and the words rupdkrU 
in the held below the couch ; this compound probably governs the 
genitive of the marginal legend, and is therefore presumably to be 
understood on the R M. specimen. As the % of rupdkrU is distinctly 
long, the phrase must be a dvandva compound, celebrating the 
intellectual and physical perfections of Candragupta II. The 
reverse legend on this and the preceding type is Vikramah. 
a name of Candragupta II. 

§ 139. Chattra Type . The coins of this type may be divided 
into two classes according to their obverse legend. That of the 
first class is the simple title 

Mahdrdjddhirdja-&ri~Ccmidraguptak 

The legend of the second class is metrical, and recalls that of the 
Archer type of Samudragupta : 

Ksitim avajitya sucaritair diyam jayati Vikramadityak 

( Vikramaditya, having conquered the earth, wins heaven by good 
works. 5 ■ /. 

The metre is again Upagiti : although divam is not found among 
the fragments that survive on the known coins, the analogy of 
similar inscriptions leaves no doubt that it is to be supplied to 
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complete the line. Vincent Smith’s reading sucarati 1 must be 
rejected on metrical grounds for sucaritaih. 

§ 140. Lion-slayer Type . Three distinct legends may be distin- 
guished on the coins ; the commonest, which is found on Classes I 
and IV is a Vamsasthavila 2 couplet: 

N'arendracandra\Jt \ 3 pratMta[sriyd] clivam 
Jayaty-ajeyo bhuvi sinkavikramah . 

4 The moon among kings, brave as a lion, whose fame is far-spread, 
invincible on earth, conquers heaven. 5 

Narendracandra and sinkavikramah are found on most speci- 
mens ; the second line is complete on PL VIII. 14 and IX. 7, while 
the latter and VIII. 17 give divam. y, which is certainly pra 
and not pr } is found on a number of specimens, and PI. VIII. 17 
and IX. 4 and 13 show yo*, which must be prathita . 4 Two 
aksaras are still required to complete the couplet ; sriyd, which has 
been suggested above, is metrically satisfactory, and probably gives 
the sense 5 ; on PI. IX. 13, however, which is the only coin on which 
a trace of the ninth aksara has survived, it seems to be | r(-) or 
f A'(-), while the next letter would seem to be closed at the bottom 
like X, ZS, UT. 

Class II has certainly a distinct legend, but it cannot be read with 
certainty from the only known specimen of this class. Beginning 
at the top on r. we have [ — ^ndrasimlia-Candragiipta, which sug- 
gests N are ndramhha- Candraguptah — the first character is, however, 
possibly nda and not ndra } and it is not absolutely certain that the 
next three are simha ; the first character on the left is pr 3 which 
is followed by an indistinct character; there is a break in the 
legend till we have two characters above the king’s head, which 

1 I.M.C . , i, p. 109, no. 55. 

2 w — w w v ^ — . 

3 Cf. the epithet hsitipcitiSaSm applied to Xsanavarman in Adity asena’s Aphsad 
inscription, Fleet, C.I.L , iii, no. 42. 

, * O thi seems to be legible on PI. IX. 13. 

5 Cf. such expressions as prthuya §d, prthuinh. 


P 


INTRODUCTION 


cxiv 

seem to be this portion suggests prihivnm jiivd divam jayati. 

When the reading of the first three characters is certain the legend 
will probably be found to be an Upaglti line. 

The legend in Class III calls for no remark. It is that of the 
Archer type, but on var. a the initial Deva is absent. 

§ 141. Horseman Type . The legend on this type is not metrical ; 
it gives the emperor’s title with the addition of the Yaisnava 
epithet so affected by him in his inscriptions, viz. : 

Paramabh cigavata-maharaj adhiraj a- &rl~Candraguptah . 

The legend is usually in one long compound, but the uncom- 
pounded form (- bhdgavato ) is also found (PI. IX. 10). The reverse 
legend is Ajitavikramah = He whose prowess is unsurpassed. 

§ 142. Silver Goins . The legend on var. a is similar to that of 
the Horseman type with the addition of Vikramadityah , the whole 
forming one long compound : 

Parama bhagavata-makdraj adhiraj a- Sri- Candragupta- Vikra- 
madityah. 

A slightly different legend is found on the rarer var. /?, viz. : 

&m-Guptal'idasya mahdrajadMrdja~&n-Candmgw 2 rta~Vikram& 
nlcasya. 

‘Of the maharajadhiraja, the illustrious Candragupta Vikra- 
mahka, of the illustrious lineage of the Guptas.’ 

The genitive in this variety of the legend is probably due to the 
influence of the custom of the Western Ksatrapas; the epithet 
Vikramanka has not been found elsewhere applied to Candra- 
gupta II; cf. paraJcramanha applied to Samudragupta (Allahabad 
inscr., 1. 1 7). 

§ 143. Copper Goins. The legends on these coins call for no 
remark. They bear the king’s names Gandraguptah or Vikrama- 
dityah , usually with the honorific Sn. Types I-III have the title 
Maharaja also. 
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§ 144. The only orthographical peculiarities to be noted on the 
coins of Candragupta II are the doubling of k before r (vikkrama 
is almost as common as vikrama) and the use of anusvara in 
place of the guttural n before h , which perhaps occurs in Class II 
of the Lion-slayer type. 


3. Kumaragupta I. 

§ 145. Archer Type . Seven different legends are to be distin- 
guished on the coins of this type. The legend on var. a is 
not complete on any specimen, nor is the whole legend given by 
all the known specimens. The beginning Vijitavanir avanipati[h] 
on PI. XII. 1 suggests that the whole legend is the Upagiti line 
found on Class IY of the silver coinage : 

Vijitavanir avanipatih Kumdragupto divarh jayati. 

i Kumaragupta, lord of the world, having conquered the earth, 
wins heaven/ 

Var. /3 and y. The legends on these two types are not com- 
pletely given on the few knowm specimens. They both begin 
Jayati maMtalam and include the name Kumaragupta, but are 
evidently different in other details, as var. /? ends in the king’s 
name, while there are uncertain characters after it on the unique 
specimen of var. y. 

Var. 8. This variety has the simple title Paramardjddhirdja- 
Srv-Kumdraguptah . The form Paramardja- for the usual Maha- 
raja- is new. 

Var. e has the more usual title Mahardjadhiraja-&r%-Kumara- 
guptah. In contrast to var. rj this is clearly the complete inscription. 

Var. £ is very doubtful. 

Gune&o maMtalam jayati Kumdra(guptah or -o) 

may be suggested for the portion that survives. 

Var. rj . The legend on this variety is incomplete on the few 
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known specimens. It begins 31ahdmjddhirdja-&rUKm)idragu~ 
ptah (or - 0 ), but as this is contained on the right side only, the 
inscription must have been longer than on var. e, but no trace of 
the left half has survived. 

The reverse legend on all varieties is $H-Mahendrah , a name 
of Kumaragupta. 

§ 146. Swordsman Type . The inscription on this type can 
now be read with certainty. It is an Upaglti line resembling 
the legend on the Chattra type of Candragupta II and the Archer 
type of Samudragupta, viz. : 

Gdm avajitya sucaritaih Kumdragwpto divarh jctyati. 

‘ Kumaragupta, having conquered the earth, wins heaven by 
good deeds/ 

The readings sucarati and devo (I.M. Cat., i, p. Ill) can now be 
rejected on metrical grounds. 

§ 147. A&vamedha Type . Only fragments of the inscription 
remain on the two coins of this type that are known to-day. The 
Museum specimen (PI. XII. 13) has a few characters above on L, 
which may be Jayati divarh Kumdva and the three characters 
between the horse’s feet on Mr. Camp bell’s specimen suggest 
(a)svamed.ha-. The . reverse legend &rt~Asvamedhamahendrah is 
modelled on that of Samudragupta’s Asvamedha type (cf. pp. xliii 
and cxi). 

§ 148. Horseman Type . Class I. Four varieties of this class 
are distinguished according to the legend. Only the beginning 
PrthivUalam and the end jayaty-ajitah , before which divam may 
be restored, have survived on the known specimens of var. This 
suggests an Upaglti line : 

PrthivUalam ('~ divarh jayaty-ajitah. 

Var. /?. The beginning ksitipatir ajito and the end ~sihh(o) 
divam jayati are certain on most specimens of var. /3. On the 
analogy of similar inscriptions the legend may be restored by 
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the insertion of vijayl mahendra - to complete an Upaglti 
line : 

Ksitipatir ajito vijayi mahendrasihho divam jayatL 

‘The unconquered, victorious lion among Mahendras conquers 
heaven, (being already) lord of the earth/ 

Var.. y has a similar legend which is not complete on any speci- 
men, nor is the whole given by all the specimens. The longest 
portion is found on PI. XIII. 6 and 8 : by completing the emperor’s 
name and adding the usual divam jay ati we get an Upaglti line : 

Ksitipatir ajito vijayi Kumdragupto divam jayatL 

6 The unconquered, victorious Kumaragupta conquers heaven, 
(being already) lord of the earth/ 

The coins of this variety are remarkable for the careless spacing 
of the inscription ; on no. 211, for example, the engraver has only 
reached ku when he has exhausted the space at his disposal. 
Nos. 216-18 perhaps have a different legend, as the character 
before jay does not seem to be va : it may be ha , but the traces left 
are not sufficient to indicate the complete legend. 

Var. S has a long legend not completely legible on the only 
known specimen (see p. 155); it includes: 

Kumdragupto jayaty-ajitah. 

Class II. The legends on the two varieties of this class are 
closely connected in sense. That of var. a is an Upaglti line : 

Giiptakulavyomamsl jayaty-aj eyo ’jitamahendrah. 

‘ The unconquered Mahendra, invincible, the moon in the sky of 
the Gupta line, is victorious/ 

Var. f3 has the legend, also in Upaglti metre : 

Guptalmldm a lac a nd ro mahendraJearmd(— a + a)jito jayatL 

£ The unconquered moon in the sky of the Gupta line, whose 
deeds are those of a Mahendra (or who has become a Mahendra 
through sacrifice (karma)), is victorious/ 

The reverse legend Ajitamahendrah recalls the Ajitavihramah 
of this type of the preceding reign. 
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§ 149. Lion-slayer Type . Four different obverse legends may- 
be distinguished on the four varieties of this type. That of var. a 
is an Upaglti line : 

Saksad iva Narasihho sinhamahendro jayaty-anisam. 

‘Like Narasinha in presence, the lion-Mahendra is eternally 
victorious/ 

The legends on the specimens catalogued on pp. 77-8 are not 
complete, and the restoration of {Narasihho sijhha is there 
suggested to complete the metre. Since these pages were printed 
off, however, a coin has been acquired which shows that this 
restoration is correct (see Addenda, p. 155, no. 233); a further 
difficulty till the complete legend was practically certain was the 
peculiar form of n in animm, which closely resembles t A final 
anusvdra , which at first suggests that the legends begin on L, is 
also found in one variety of Skandagupta’s silver coins. 

Var. J3. The legend on this variety on the three known speci- 
mens begins Kdtipati , and the I. M. specimen (PI. XIV. 8) ends 
Kumdragupto divam jayati; the seventh aksara on PI. XIV. 6 is 
ta> while the eighth and ninth are given on PI. XIV. 7 as Mah{e ), 
so that the whole legend may be restored as an Upagiti line : 

Ksitipatir ajitamahendrah Kumdragupto divam jayati . 

‘ Kumaragupta, the unconquered Mahendra, conquers heaven, 
(being already) the lord of the world/ 

Var. y. The traces of the legend on var. y that survive are very 
fragmentary : all three specimens begin Kumdra , to which gupto 
may be added. PL XIV. 9 ends t(i) } which suggests divam jayati; 
on the St. Petersburg specimen the ninth and tenth aksara s are 
s(i)nha , which suggests sinhamahendro . If we restore vijayl for 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth aksara s we have an Upagiti line : 

Kumdragupto vijayi sinhamahendro divam jayati. 

1 The victorious Kumaragupta, the lion-Mahendra, conquers 
heaven/ 
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Var. <5. The legend on var. 8 is a short one. It clearly begins 
Knmdragupto and ends sinhavikkramah ; there are two characters 
between these words of which the second is dh ; at first sight there 
seems to be two characters para after Kumaragupta^ but a closer 
examination reveals the fact that the apparent p[a~] is connected 
to r[a] by a small stroke, so that the character is really a form of 
yu ; this suggests that the vowel i should be supplied to the cZA, so 
that the legend is 

Knmdragupto yudhi sinhavikkramah . 

‘ Kumaragupta, who has the valour of a lion in battle,' 

It is probably only a coincidence that this is a Vam&asthavila 1 
line. 

A similar difficulty is offered by the legend on var. e, which 
proves to be the same as the preceding. The character immediately 
behind the king's r. arm which at first sight looks like su is another 
form of yu, and the dh(i) is just visible above the king's head. 

The reverse legend on all is Sihhctmahendrah or &ri-Mahendra- 
sinhah , and is modelled on that of Candragupta IFs Lion type. 

§ 150. Tiger-slayer Type . The legend of this type, like the type 
itself, is copied from that of Samudragupta’s similar type. The 
complete legend is 

Srmidm Vydghrabalapardkramah , 
but no trace of anusvdra is to be found on any known specimen. 
There is no doubt about the d in Srimam ; the reverse legend is 
Knmaragupto f dhirdjd. The form adhirdjd is unusual. 

§ 151. Peacock Type . Our reading of the legend on this type is 
very uncertain. It ends on 1. mahen drakumdrah and begins 
jayati ; the seven letters that follow are puzzling ; we have sug- 
gested jayati svablmmau gunard&i for the right half of the legend, 
which looks tantalizingly legible on PI. XV. IS ; with gunctra&i we 
may compare the guneso of the Archer type, var. £ but this reading 
is by no means certain either. 
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§ 152. Pratdpa and Elephant-rider Type . The former contains 
the remains of a long legend which it is impossible to read, and the 
traces of the legend on the latter type are equally illegible; the 
reverse legend of the latter seems to include gaja. 

§ 153. Silver Corns, The legend on Kumaragupta’s Western 
issues of silver coins is similar to that of his father’s. The fullest 
form is 

Paramabhagavata-mahdrajadhirdja~Srl~Kumdragu 2 yta- 
M alien dradityah, 

which is found on Classes I and III a ; on Classes II and III /? 
the regnal title is rdjddhirdja only, while on var. (3 of Class II 
the Vaisnava epithet is bhdgavata. 

On his Central issues we have the Upagiti line found also on 
var. a of the Archer type : 

Vijitdvanir avanipati(h) Kumdmgupto clivam jayati ; 
divarh is distinct on one or two coins of this class, e. g. nos. 396 
and 401 ; var. (3 in place of divam has the locative divi = ‘ is 
victorious in heaven \ 

§ 154. Copper Goins. The Bodleian copper coin bears simply the 
name Kumdraguptah , while the other coins here attributed to 
Kumaragupta I have only Sri-Ku. 

4. Skandagupta and his Successors. 

§ 155. Archer and King and Laksmv Types . Although the 
legend of these types is not completely known, it seems certain that 
they both have the same legend. The inscription begins on r. 
jayati mah (cf. PI. XX. 4), which may be expanded to jayati 
maUtalam . The final character is clear on almost every specimen, 
and seems to be nvi; the two characters that precede it are found 
on PL XIX. 2, 3, and 8, and seem to be su dha. The last word 
of the legend, then, is probably sudhanvi } 1 the good archer 5 ; the 
fragments visible beside the arrow in PL XIX. 6-8 suggest 


1 Sudhanvd would be a more usual form. 
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Skandagupta. The characters above on r. in the King and Laksmi 
type are undoubtedly jayati, and not, as has been suggested, the 
name of the queen 3 ; besides, we have already shown above (§ 118) 
that the lady is not the queen, but Laksmi. The character which 
we read ml is certainly not (Ska)nda, as has been suggested. 2 

§ 156. Heavy Archer Type. This inscription cannot yet be read 
with certainty, although it is fully contained on known coins; 
PI. XIX. 11-18 show that the latter part on 1. is 

(jaya)ti divam &n-Kramddityah. 

The right half of the legend, which is found on PL XIX. 11 and 18, 
both of which are unfortunately much bruised, cannot be read with 
certainty. The first two characters are para ; the third looks 
at first sight like m on Pl. XIX. 11, but PI. XIX. 14 shows that it 
is clearly h with a vowel-mark above ; the fourth and fifth seem 
to be t(~) &(-), the latter with a vowel above ; the sixth seems on 
PI. XIX. 13 to be r with vowel-mark above, and the seventh is 
also r; the eighth is ja 9 wdiich on PI. XX. 18 is followed by the 
jay a., which forms jayati with the ti on PI. XIX. 12. The whole 
legend, then, is possibly an Upaglti line : 

Parahitakdrl raj a jayati divam Srt-K ra mddityaJu 
"The king Srl-Kramadityah, the benefactor of others, wins heaven.’ 
We are very doubtful if this is correct, and the true reading will 
only be certain when a more perfect specimen is found. The 
first three characters, for example, might be parahd , the slayer 
of his foes. 

§ 157. Silver Goins . The legends, like the types, follow those of 
Kmnaragupta I; on the Garuda type it is of the usual form 
Paramabhagavata-mahdrajddhirdja-Srl-Skandag^ta- 
Krarnddityah . 

The legend on the Bull type is usually defective, but seems to 
Ije the same as the preceding. 
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The Altar type, Class I, gives Skandagupta the title Vikramd - 
dityah : 

Pammabhagavata-&r$~Vikmmaditya-Skandagupt ah. 

Class II is similar, but with the title Kramaditya : 

Parama hhagavata-tSrl-Skandagiipt a - Kramddityah . 

Class III has a short legend without aditya title: 

Pammabhdgavata-&Tr-Skandaguptah. 

§ 158. Central Issues. The commonest legend (Class I) on these 
coins is a variation of the corresponding legend on Kum aragupta’s 
coins : it is an Upagiti line : 

Vijitdvamr avanipatirjayati divarh Skandagupto 'yarn 

‘This Skandagupta, having conquered the world, wins heaven, 
(being already) lord of earth.’ 

The rarer Class II has a legend exactly as on Kumaragupta’s 
coins, with the addition of &r % : 

Vijitdvanir avanipatih ferl-Skandagnpio divarh jay ati. 

5. PUKAGUPTA AND HIS SUCCESSOKS. 

§ 159. Puragupta. The fragments of the legend preserved on 
the known specimens show that it is similar to that of Skanda- 
gupta s heavy coins, only the beginning, para , and the last character, 
tyah, for Vihramadityah, are usually found. 

§ 160. Prakasaditya. The true reading of the legend is 
vijitya vasudham divarh jayati. 

The tya , which justifies the restoration of vijitya , is found only on 
PL XXII. I. There is no question of a Prakrit nominative devarhj 
as has been suggested, and the legend is the latter part of one of 
the usual metrical claims to have conquered earth and won heaven. 

§ 161. Narasimhagupta. The only portions of the legend that 
have survived are jay ati Narasihliaguptah on Pl. XXII. 7 and 
traces of the king’s name on PI. XXII. 9 ; it has not been 


1 I. M. Cat,, i, p. 119, note. 
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previously noted that the king’s name is actually found on these 
coins, thus proving, if further proof were necessary, that he is the 
Narasimhagupta of the Bhitarl seal. The coins of Class II seem 
never to have had a marginal legend. 

§ 162. Kumaragupta II. The only trace of the legend on 
Class I is the final aksara pt = Kumaraguptah : PL XXIII. 1, 2, 3, 5 
show that the legend of Class II is 

MaharajadJdraja-^rl-Knmdraguiyta-Krmi iddityaJu 
The aditya title is not found on any specimen, but the analogy of 
similar inscriptions suggests that it was on the left side. 

§ 1 63. Candragupta III. This legend begins para and ends in 
Dvadaiadityah (PL XXIII. 7), and is therefore modelled on the 
legends of Skandagupta’s heavy coins and that of Puragupta, 
which suggests that Candragupta III is one of the earlier of the 
later rulers. 

§ 164. Visnugupta. No trace has survived of the marginal 
legend on these coins. We are unable to offer any explanation of 
the isolated letters that appear in the field, usually between the 
king’s feet, on Skandagupta’s lighter coins and those of his 
successors; ja and bha are found on Skandagupta’s coins; rw or u 
on the coins of Prakasaditya and Visnugupta ; gre (?) on coins of 
Narasimhagupta ; go and ja on coins of Kumaragupta II ; bha on 
Candragupta Ill’s coins; and ca on the coin of N arendradi ty a. 
They cannot be the initials of mints, for these would not differ 
in every reign, nor do any of them suggest the names of possible 
mints. 

§165. Miscellaneous . Eudhagupta’s legend is copied from that 
of Class II of Skandagupta (§ 158), but has the locative divi for 
the usual divarh. Marginal legends seem to disappear in the 
sixth century, and coins like those of Jayagupta and 6asanka, 
for example, have the king’s name only ; Jayagupta’s title 
JPmkdnclayasdh is an unusual one. The name under the king’s 
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arm on PL XXIV. 4 is very puzzling ; it looks like Saha or Sama : 
the upper character may possibly be a ya, in which case the 
name would be Yama for a name like Y amantak agupta, and we 
could thus connect it with PI. XXIV. 5, on which the king’s name 
seems to be Yama. 

V. THE FINDS. 

§ 166. It is unnecessary here to go over in any detail the ground 
already covered so thoroughly by Vincent Smith, in 1884, 

pp. 148-63, in his investigation and explosion of the ‘ Guptas of 
Kanauj ’ myth ; we will therefore only recapitulate with some 
additional notes the evidence available on the contents of the 
known hoards as distinct from finds of isolated specimens. 

§ 167. The first recorded hoard of Gupta coins is that found 
at Ivalighat; its importance has not previously been fully 
appreciated. Marsden's 1 account of the hoard is as follows; 

‘ A number of these gold coins with figures amounting, it is said, 
to upwards of two hundred, were accidentally discovered about 
the year 1783 at a place named Kaligat on the eastern bank of 
the HugU river, ten miles above Calcutta. They were contained 
in a brass pot, and were carried by the finder (A 7 ab-Kisken) to 
Mr. Hastings, then governor of Bengal. By him the greater part 
were transmitted to the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, with his request that they might be distributed among 
the most eminent public and private collections. Twenty-four 
were accordingly sent to the British Museum, nearly an equal 
number to the museum of the late Mr. Hunter, and some to dis- 
tinguished individuals; but a proportion remained at the East 
India House. 9 

Wilson , 2 discussing his PL XVIII. 21-4 (coins of Candragupta II 
of heavy weight, like nos. 96-9 of this Catalogue, Narasimhagupta, 
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Kumaragupta II, and Visnugupta), says, 4 These are from a number 
of similar coins in the Company’s collection, of rude execution and 
debased metal. They are part of two hundred found in a jar in 
the time of Warren Hastings, and sent by him to be distributed 
to public institutions at home. There are some in the British 
Museum, some in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, and some 
in the Public Library at Cambridge. They have different legends, 
but not often decipherable. Under the arm of the standing 
figure are the syllables Ku, Vi, Chanda for Kumara, Vikrama, 
Chandra.’ 

John Nicholls, M.P., in his Recollections and Reflections , l says, 
f I was informed by the late Warren Hastings that lie sent as 
a present to the Directors of the East India Company one hundred 
and seventy-two dareics. They had been found buried in an 
earthen pot, on the bank of a river in the province of Benares. 
Mr. Hastings told me that when lie sent these coins to the Court 
of Directors, he considered himself as making the most munificent 
present to his masters that he might ever have in his power to 
send them. Judge of his surprise when he found on his arrival in 
England that the dareics had been sent to the melting-pot.’ 

§ 168. We have no doubt that Marsden, Wilson, and Nicholls 
all refer to one and the same find ; as Vincent Smith has already 
suggested, J.A.S.B., 1884, p. .150, Persian darics could not possibly 
be found in the Ganges valley, and coins of the Gupta Archer 
type might readily be called darics in the eighteenth century. 
According to all versions there were about two hundred coins 
found in a pot, and sent by Warren Hastings for distribution in 
England; as Warren Hastings left India in 1785, the date 1783 
given by Marsden would suit Nieholls’s story very well. We need 
lay no stress on Marsden’s description of the receptacle of the coins 
as a brass pot, and Nieholls’s as an earthen jar ; all accounts agree 
that the coins were found in a pot on the banks of a river: the 


1 London, 1822, ii, pp. 208-4. 
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find spot was Kaiighat, and Nieholls’s memory is probably at fault 
when he says it was 4 in the province of Benares \ x 

§ 169. What Nicholls, and perhaps Warren Hastings also, did not 
know is that a number were distributed among institutions and 
collectors, and that it was the proportion that remained at the 
East Indian House (see above, § 167) that were ultimately melted 
down in a mercenary fit, 1 2 with many other objects, by the Board 
of Directors. The coins of the later Guptas in the original British 
Museum collection, the Banks, Cracherode, and Payne-Knight 
collections (i.e. the 4 distinguished individuals 7 of Marsdens account) 
and in the Hunter collection, all were acquired in the eighteenth 
century, and all show the same deposit of corrosion due to the 
action of the Ganges for centuries on their base metal ; the Bodleian 
(formerly Ashmolean) coins of Narasimhagupta are similar. Further, 
the India Office collection as now in the Museum contains very 
few of these coins, which is in keeping w 7 ith Warren Hastings’s 
statement that they were melted down. We have no doubt, then, 
that there was only one hoard sent home by Warren Hastings, 
and that it was found at Kaiighat. Wilsons and Marsdens accounts 
are naturally the more accurate. From Wilson’s illustrations, and 
the coins which may be otherwise traced to it, in the British 
Museum, Hunterian, and Bodleian collections, the hoard contained 
coins of Candragupta II of the Alisher type of weight about 132 
grains with cakra symbol, Narasimhagupta, Kumaragupta II, and 
Yisnugupta of Class II. 

§ 170. The next hoard of importance is that found at Bharsar, 3 
near Benares, in 1851 ; it originally contained about 160 coins, of 
which only ninety were recovered; of these thirty-two were 
described in detail as follows : 


1 The two were perhaps not incompatible ; Nicholls does not say 4 near 
Benares’, as he is made to do by Cunningham and Vincent Smith. 

2 Cf. Cunningham, J.A.S.B., 1881, p. 184. 

* Kittoe, 1852, pp. 890-400. 
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Seventy-one of the ninety were coins of Candragupta II, sixty-nine 
being of one type, apparently the Archer. The importance of 
the hoard is that it gives a cine to the date of Prakasaditya. 
if we assume the portion recovered was representative of the 
hoard. It has not previously been noted that the India Office 
collection now in the British Museum contains the selection made 
for the Government and detailed in Messrs. Bayley and Thornton’s 
report ; these can be identified even from the wretched plate 
illustrating Major Kittoe’s report. Coins from this hoard are as 
far as possible identified in this Catalogue ; the coins figured in the 
plate can be readily identified, notably such rare pieces as nos. 55 
and 101 of this Catalogue ; the identification of pieces not illus- 
trated is more conjectural, but it seems that most of the India 
Office collection came from this hoard. 

§ 171. A small find of coins illustrated on the same Plate XII 
in 1852, as the preceding (and pp. 401, 402), was made 

at Muhammadpur near Jessore and described by Rajendralal Mitra ; 
it contained the rajctMa coin of Narendraditya, a coin of 
Sasanka, and a specimen of the late imitations illustrated here 
in Pl. XXIV. 17 ; these coins are now in the Indian Museum ; 
silver coins of ‘ Candragupta, Kumaragupta, and Skandagupta ’ are 
said to have been found with them. 


Samudragupta 

Candragupta II 
Kumaragupta I 


Skandagupta 

Prakasaditya 


Standard Type 
Archer Type 
Lyrist Type 
Archer Type 
Horseman Type 
Archer Type 
Horseman Type 
Tiger-slayer Type 
Peacock Type 
Archer Type 
Horseman Type 
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§ 172. Thirteen gold coins were found near Huglx in 1883, 1 viz. : 
Samudragupta Standard Type 1 

Candragupta II Archer Type 5 

Kumaragupia I Archer Type 3 

Horseman Type 3 

Lion-slayer Type 1 

13 

§ 173. The Tanda 2 hoard, unearthed in 1885, contained twenty- 
five coins of Samudragupta of the Kaca, Candragupta I, Asva- 
medha, and Battle-axe Types. The hoard found at Kotwa 3 in the 
Gorakhpur district contained the following coins : 

Candragupta II Archer Tjrpe 2 
Lion-slayer Type 1 
Kumaragupta I Archer Type 1 
Horseman Type 6 
Lion-slayer Type 1 
Peacock Type 2 

§ 174. A small hoard was found at Bastl 4 in 1887 ; of the ten 
coins recovered nine were of Candragupta II Archer type and one 
of his Chattra type. 

Twenty-two coins were found in 1893 near Kunahra Ghat in the 
bazar of Hajipur, 5 of which fourteen were recovered, viz. : 

Standard Type 2 

Archer Type 1 

King and Queen Type 1 
Battle-axe Type 1 

Archer Type 3 

Chattra Type 3 

Lion-slayer Type 3 

1 J.A.S.B . , 1884, p. 152. 

2 Froc. A.S.B., 1886, p. 68 ; JJtA.S 1898, p. 47. 

3 Froc. A.S.B., July, 1887 ; J.R.A.S., 1893, p. 47. 

4 Froc. A.S.B. , 1887, p. 221. « Ibid., 1894, p. 57. 


Samudragupta 


Candragupta II 


§ 175* An important find was made at Tikri Debra in the 
Mirzapur district (quoted as the Mirzapur find) ; it contained forty 
coins which have been carefully detailed by the Hon’ble Mr. Richard 


Burn 1 ; they were as follows : 

Sainudragupta Standard Type 2 

Battle-axe Type 1 

Candragupta II Archer Type 15 

Lion-slayer Type 10 

Horseman Type 8 

Kumaragupta I Archer Type 1 

Lion-slayer Type 1 

Horseman Type 2 

40 


The most remarkable coins in this hoard, which is now in the 
Lucknow Museum, were the new Lion-slayer coins, illustrated here 
on PL IX. 12, 18, one being of a new type. 

A small find of coins has recently been made at Ballia and 
acquired by the Lucknow Museum ; it consisted entirely of coins 
of Sainudragupta, 2 viz. : 

Standard Type 1 1 Kaea Type 1 

Battle-axe Type 1 Asvamedha Type 3 

§ 176. Silver Goins . The information available on the provenance 
of silver coins, although not as a rule very detailed, clearly shows 
that two great classes, western and central issues, are to be 
distinguished. Little information is available regarding the 
provenance of Candragupta IFs rare silver coins ; the two speci- 
mens of the Vikramaibka type formerly in Dr. Biihler’s possession 
were obtained in the Bombay Presidency, 3 and one of the commoner 
type was found in Kathiawar 4 with coins of Kumaragupta I. A 

1 Num. Chron 1910, pp. 898-408, PL XIV. 

2 This find has not yet been published ; the above particulars are given on 

the authority of Mr. W. E. M. Campbell, I.C.S. 

s J.RA.B, 1889, p. 120. 4 J.B.B.R.A.S., 1862, p. 11. 
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specimen of the Vikramadilya type was found at Sultanganj in 
Bengal with a coin of the last western Ksatrapa Svami Budrasimha. 1 
The association of these two is interesting, but they can hardly 
have been current in the district in which they were found. 
A number of finds of coins of Kumaragupta and Skandagupta 
are recorded from Western India. Sixty-eight coins forwarded 
to the Bombay Asiatic Society from Ahmadabad in 1861 seem 
all to have been of Kumaragupta I, 2 while of a find of 1,395 coins 
in the Satara district made about the same time, 1,100 were of the 
Garuda type of Kumaragupta I, three of the later Western Ksatrapas, 
and the remainder are attributed to the kings of Valabhi, but it 
is not impossible that they were also of Kumaragupta I. 3 In 1867 
the Thakur of Bhaunagar presented to the Bombay Asiatic Society 
two coins of later Western Ksatrapas, nine of Kumaragupta I, and 
one of the Valabhi dynasty, evidently from a find in his territory 4 ; 
a similar donation was given at the same time by the Jam of 
Nawanagar. 5 Thirteen coins of Kumaragupta I were found at 
Ellichpur in 1851, and presented to Sir H. M. Elliot. 6 Mr. Newton 7 
describes the coins published by him as from Kathiawar and 
Gujarat. Coins of Kumaragupta s western issues are 'most 
commonly obtained at Benares, Ayodhya, Mathura, and places 
near these cities’, and 4 a considerable number have been found 
near Saharanpur and at Buriya on the Jumna’. 8 'Thomas’s 
specimens were chiefly obtained in Kanauj, and Freeling’s centre 
of operations was Hamirpur on the Jumna, but all his nine 
specimens of the Peacock type were obtained eastward of that 
river.’ 9 

1 x, p. 127. 2 Fr0Cm B.B.RA.S., 1861, p. xxxix. 

3 Ibicl, pp. liv, 3xxi ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 124. 

4 Proc. B.B.R.A.S., 1867, p. xiii. n Ibid, p. xiv. 

6 JJI.AJS., 1889, p. 124. 

7 J.B.B.R.A.S., 1862, pp. 1 ft. We take this opportunity of noting that his 

fig. 18 and p. 12, doubtfully assigned to Skandagupta by Cunningham, 

* Chaitya* type ( JM.A.S 1889, p. 132), is a coin of the Traikutaka Dahrasena 
see Eapson, A. $ W.&, nos. 930 ff. 

8 Cunningham, quoted by Vincent Smith, J.R.A.S 1889, p. 127. 

9 Thomas, in B.E., i, p. 339. 
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Similar evidence is available regarding the provenance of 
Skandagupta’s silver coins. The 236 coins of the 'Altar 5 type 
of Skandagupta which were sent for examination to the Bombay 
Asiatic Society in 1861 by the Rao of Kacch 1 were probably found 
in his dominions. Most of the known specimens of Budhagupta’s 
coins were obtained in Benares, but they must have been brought 
there by pilgrims, as Vincent Smith points out 2 ; the copper coins 
of Candragupta II seem to be commonly found around Ayodhya. 3 


VI. METROLOGY, ETC. 

§ 177. The following discussion of the weights of the Gupta 
gold coins is only a comparative one. Standards probably varied 
considerably in the different districts, and we have practically no 
information from literary sources with which to compare the coins. 
We have further to deal with the influence of the traditional 
Kushan standard, which is quite as persistent as the ‘Kushan 
attitude ’ in the types. While we cannot say definitely what 
standard the coins follow, the following results based on the 
average weights of groups of well-preserved coins are of interest 
as showing how the original Kushan (Roman) standard of the 
north was gradually forgotten and abandoned until, in the later 
coinages of the east, we have a return to the old Hindu mvarna 
standard of 146-4 grains. 

§ 178. The earliest Gupta coins follow the standard of their late 
Kushan prototypes. Ten well-preserved coins of Samudragupta’s 
Standard type average 118-9 grains (highest 120*6 and 121), four 
of the Archer type, 118*1 grains (highest 120), six of the Candra- 
gupta I type, 119 grains (highest 121 and 123), two of the Kaca 
type (most specimens of which are worn), 117*6 (highest 118), 
five of the Lyrist type, 118-6 (highest 120-7 and 120), six of the 


1 Proc . 1861, p. lxxviii. 

a J.R.A.S., 1889, pp. 184-5. 3 mi, pp. 189-41. 
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Asvamedha type, 118*3 grains. These figures agree very well 
with the weights of the late Kushan coins of the third century 
which run from 118 to 122 grains. With the types and standard 
of their northern neighbours the Guptas seem also to have adopted 
the name dinara , by which these coins were known to the 
Kushans ; this name is to be traced to the Latin denarius (aureus), 
as is the standard itself to the Roman solidus. The variations 
of four to six grains in well-preserved specimens of the same 
type of Samudragupta’s coins may be due to variations of the 
standard in different districts, but it probably shows that little 
effort was made to strike the coins accurately on a particular 
standard, and that they were considered rather as medals than 
coins. This standard may be defined as of about 121 grains. 

§ 179. The majority of Candragupta IFs coins follow a standard 
which is practically that of Samudragupta’s reign, but there is 
evidence that at least three standards are to be distinguished. 
Of these the first is that of 121 grains in use in the preceding reign ; 
the second of 125 or 126 grains : and the third of 132 grains. All 
these are found in the Archer type ; twenty coins (nos. 63-82) 
yield an average of 120*7 grains, or, if we exclude nos. 73, 77, 
and 78, which may belong to the second standard, 120*3 ; eleven 
coins (nos. 84-95, excluding 93 which weighs only 121*5 grains), 
average 125*2 grains and belong to the second standard; the third 
standard is found in this reign in nos. 96-9 of this type only, 
which give an average of 130*2, practically that of the lighter 
coinage of Skandagupta; these coins differ in fabric from ail others 
of the reign and are mainly f rom the Kalighat hoard, so that their 
standard is a purely local one of the eastern part of the Gupta 
dominions. The two specimens of thp Couch type, neither in 
perfect condition, average 116. Nine specimens of the Chattra 
type average 120*6; seven of them, which average 119*4, belong 
to the first, and two, which average 124*8, belong to the second 
standard; seventeen specimens of the Lion-slayer type average 
120*4, and two (p. 43) 126*3. Fourteen of the Horseman type 



METROLOGY 


CXXXH1 


average 120-4 grains, and one weighs 127*6. It is clear, then, 
that two standards may be distinguished in most types, one of 
121 grains and another of 126 grains: the latter, which becomes 
usual in Kumaragupta Ts reign, is due to approximation to local 
standards. 

§ 180. The majority of Kumaragupta I’s gold coins follow the 
standard of about 126 grains introduced in Candragupta IPs reign, 
but traces of the early standard survive in the Archer type. Five 
specimens, nos. 190-4 (including the Bodleian specimen of var. y and 
excluding the much worn no. 191), average 125*1 grains, while six 
specimens, nos. 196-200 and Bodleian no. 79, average 120*1 ; the 
specimens of the Swordsman type are all of the higher standard, 
four specimens averaging 124*4 grains, while one of the Asvamedha 
weighs 124*5, A remarkable uniformity is observable in the 
specimens of the Horseman type, the commonest coinage of the 
reign : twenty-eight specimens average 125*9 grains. Eleven 
specimens of the Lion-slayer type (nos. 231-42, excluding 233) 
average 125*9 grains, and nine specimens of the Tiger-slayer type 
average 125*8 grains. The light weight (115 grains) of the 4 Pratapa 5 
coin is explained by the traces of the original type below, which show 
that it is some foreign coin restruck, and the unique Elephant- 
rider coin (wt. 124-1 grains) is obviously of Kumaragupta’s usual 
standard, 

§ 181. Skandagupta's coins are struck on two standards both 
independent of the traditional Kushan standard, which can still 
be traced in the preceding reigns ; of these one is previously found 
only on certain Archer coins of Candragupta II ; eight specimens 
of Skandagupta’s lighter Aicher type and of his King and LaksmI 
type average 131 grains, which recalls the 130*2 yielded by the 
four specimens of Candragupta IPs coins of this standard. These 
coins are clearly struck on a local standard of about 132 grains. 
Five well-preserved specimens of the heavy coins of Skandagupta 
average 142 grains; this suggests the suvarna standard, 146*4 
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grains, but the heaviest specimen weighs only 142*6, and it is 
only in later reigns that this standard is clearly in use. A similar 
average is obtained from Puraguptas few coins. Five of Prakasa- 
ditya’s coins average 145*4 grains, three of N arasimh agupta’s 
Class I average 146*5 grains, while eight of Class II average 146. 
The better preserved specimen of Class I of Kumaragupta I weighs 
143, while the two varieties of Class II seem to be struck on 
slightly different standards, as nine specimens of var. a average 
149*2, and six of var. /? average only 147*5. The average of three 
coins of Candragupta III is 145*3 grains. Fifteen coins of Visnu- 
gupta average 148*3 grains. Four coins of ^asanka average 145*8 
grains, and the coins bearing the name Narendraditya weigh 
148*2 and 149 grains respectively. The light average (136 grains) 
of the coins of Jayagupta is due to the fact that they are of very 
base metal. It seems impossible to connect the weights 162*5 and 
161*7 of Yirasena with the suvarna standard; these heavy weights 
are further evidence of the lateness of the coins. 

§ 182. The silver coins of the Guptas show considerable variation 
in weight, although more uniformity may be observed in their 
central than in their western coinages. The standard, like the 
types, was that of the Western Ksatrapas, a kdrsapcma of about 
32 to 34 grains in the West, and about 36 grains in the Central 
Provinces, although the latter does not assert itself till the reign 
of Skandagupta. The copper coins of the Guptas are in such poor 
condition that no useful purpose could be served by discussing their 
weight. 

The gold coins of the Guptas are mentioned in a number of 
inscriptions as dinaras 1 ; in one inscription 2 both dinaras and 
suvarnas are mentioned ; as the inscription is probably of the 
reign of Kumaragupta I, of which coins of the suvarna standard 
are not known, it is most probable that the same coins are referred 
to, in the first case by their foreign name, while in the latter case 
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they are given the Indian name suvarna, although not actually 
of that standard ; unless, perhaps, suvarna here is a money of 
account* 

§ 183. In conclusion, I have to express my thanks to all who 
have assisted roe in the preparation of this Catalogue, especially 
to Dr. L. D. Barnett, Keeper of Oriental Printed Books and Manu- 
scripts, and Mr. G. F. Hill, Keeper of Coins, who have read the 
proofs of the whole work. In the footnotes I have endeavoured 
to express my obligations to previous writers on the Gupta period, 
but I must here emphasize my indebtedness to Dr. J. F. Fleet's 
Corpus of Gupta Inscriptions , and the articles in the Indian 
Antiquary supplementary to it by the same author ; and to 
Mr. Vincent A. Smith's papers on the Coinage and History of the 
Gupta period in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal , and Indian Antiquary . I have 
also to thank the various private collectors who have helped me 
by placing their collections at my disposal for study, notably the 
Hon'ble Mr. Richard Burn, I.C.S, Mr. W. E. M. Campbell, I.C.S., 
Dr. William Hoey, I.C.S. (retired), and particularly the Hon'ble 
Mr. H. Nelson Wright, I.C.S., to whose efforts to increase the British 
Museum collection much of the new material now made accessible 
is due. I have lastly to thank the Keeper of Coins for his help 
in the arrangement and production of this Catalogue ; without his 
advice and encouragement I could not have ventured upon this 
dust ar am sdgaram. 


J. ALLAN. 
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GUPTA EMPERORS 

Gupta . 


A. B. 

275-300 

Ghatotkaca 




300-320 

Canbragupta I . 




320-325 

Samubragupta ... 




335-380 

Caxdragupta II Vikramabitya 




380-414 

Kumaragxjpta I M AHENBE ABITY A 




414-455 

Skanbagupta Kramabitya 




455-480 

Pur a gupta Vikramabitya 




480-485 

Narasimhagupta Balabjltya 




485-530 

IyUMARAGUPTA II K RAM ABIT YA . 




530-540 

VlSNUGUPTA CANBRADITYA . 




540-560 

CaNBRAGUPTxY III Dvabasabitya . 

Prakasabitya 

1 

date and order uncertain 

Ghatotkacagupta . . . 

.) 





GUPTAS OF EASTERN MALWA 


Bubhagupta 

. 

« 

380-400 

Bhanugupta 

KING OF GAUDA 


400-410 

S a Sank a 

UNCERTAIN 


600-625 

J ay a[ gupta] 

; . ■ yv . «, ■ ■ 


sixth century 

Nap e y be a bit y a . 
Dharmabitya 

' - ; y -y " ! ^ ;v ^ ^ 

* 
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Ruler. 


Cuudra- 
gu-pta II 


Kumara- 
gupta I 


Skanda- 

gupta 


Budha- 

gupta 

Bhami- 

gupta 

Sa&ahka 


TABLE 

OF 

KNOWN DATES IN THE GUPTA PERIOD 


Date. 

Source. 

Reference. 

<?. 6. 6/ A O' W't 


Fleet, C.IJ . , iii, no. 3 

g.e. 82= a.d. 401/2 

TJdayagiri inscr. 

g.e. 88=a.d. 407/8 

Gadhwa inscr. 

,/ „ no. 7 

g.e.90( + a?1) = a.d. 409( + a* 2 ) 

| Silver coins 

Cat, nos. 133, 134, 136 

g.e. 93=A.r>, 412/3 

Sanchi inscr. 

Fleet, op. eft., no. 5 

G.E. 96 =A.D. 415/6 

Bilsad inscr. 

Fleet, op. c/£, no. 1 0 

g.e. 98= a.d. 417/8 

Gadwa inscr. 

33 33 BO. 9 

g.e. 113 = a.d. 432/3 

Mathura inscr. 

E.L, ii. 210. 

G.E.l 17 = 436/7 

Karamadande 

Yogel, Antiquities of 


inscr. 

Chamba, p. 123. 

m.e. 4 93 = a.d. 437/8 

Mandasor inscr. 

Fleet, op. cit, no. 1 1 

g.e. 119 = A.D. 438/9 

Silver coins 

Cat, nos. 385-7, 394 

g.e. 122 = a.d. 441/2 

55 53 

„ no. 388 

G.E. 124= a.d. 443/4 

3» V 

„ no. 398 

g.e. 129 = A.D. 448/9 

Mankuwar inscr 

Fleet, op. cit., no. 1 8 

V. A. Smith, J.A.S.B., 
1894, p. 175 

G.E. 136 = a.d. 455/6 

Silver coins 

G.E. 136 = a.d. 455/6 

Junagadh inscr. 

Fleet, op. cit, no. 14 

g.e. 137 = A.D. 456/7 
g.e. 138= A.d. 457/8 

53 5? 

; » 3 33 3 3 

39 ' 55 

?3 33 33 

G.E. 141 = A.D. 460/1 

Kahaum inscr. 

Cat, nos. 523-6. 

g.e. 145 (?8)=a.d. 464(2 7) 

Silver coin 

„ no. 527. 

g.e. 146=a.d. 465/6 

55 35 

„ nos. 528-30, 548. 

G.E. 146 = A.D. 465/6 

Indore inscr. 

Fleet, op. cit, no. 16. 

G.E. 148 = a.d. 467/8 

Silver coin 

Y. A. Smith, J.R.A.S., 

A *4*3/4 

e 5 /5*7- A-O- 47^/7 

j 5/AR.lVflTH 

1889, p. 134 

g.e. 165= a.d. 484/5 

Eran inscr. 

Fleet, op. cit., no. 19. 

G.E. 175 = a.d. 494/5 

Silver coin 

Cat, no. 617. 

G.E. 191 = a. d. 5 1 0/1 

Eran inscr. 

Fleet, op. cit., no. 20. 

g.e. 300=a.d. 619/20 

Copper-plate 

inscr. 

El., vi, pp. 193 ff. 


CO N* 



CATALOGUE OF COINS 



GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. Wt. 


Metal. 

Size. 


116*0 


'N *75 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


SAMUDRAGUPTA, a.d. 335-80, 
Standard Type, 


King standing L, nimbate, 
wearing close-fitting cap, coat 
and trousers, ear-rings and 
necklace, holding in 1. hand 
standard bound with fillet, 
dropping incense on altar with 
his r. hand; on 1., behind 
altar, is a standard bound 
with a fillet, surmounted by 
a Garuda facing. 

Beneath king’s arm 
a. Samudra. 

N 

3 

or /?. 5J r\j Samudra- 
gwpta. 

«JXJJFj h &KK 3Eci»Ert 
n n\,n . n 
JZj]E%Z&EdU* 

(Samar akttavitatavi jay o jitari- 
par ajito divam jayati) 

(Metre : Upaglti.) 


Goddess (Laksml) seated facing 
on throne, nimbate, wearing 
loose robe, necklace, and 
armlets, holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and cornu- 
copiae in 1. arm ; her feet rest 
on lotus ; traces of back of 
throne on r. of most specimens; 
border of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 


On r. upx: Pamfa'y 


amah 


a. Samudra in field. 




f ’ jtJJEWSE 

crescent above Garuda. 


ujjx: ; A above on r, 
V [Purchased, 1901.] 


PL I, 1. 


B 


COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

2 

117-8 

oo 

- 

— 

M -85 

- 

— 

-85 

3 

114-0 

00 

4 

117-8 

M -8 

5 

108-2 

GO 

- 

— 

00 


Obverse. 


t ; \y ^ JFj n] ; no trace 
of remainder of legend ; 
crescent above Garuda. 
same reverse die as preceding. 

f j-W W W W W W WWW Wj^ jj 

5 EnJtfJ EFiZQE 

crescent. 

same dies as no. 1. 

f j-W wwwwwwwww — Wj 

’ njqjEn£OE 

crescent. 

same obverse die as no. 1. 


■ EUjqjE] 


Eeverse. 


0 ; UJfXl ; A 


PI. I. 2. 


uj jx: ; A 

[Bibl. Nat. (formerly Vincent 
A. Smith).] 

pi. i. a 


& “ww* ^ 

[Bibl. Nat.] 
PL I. 4. 


!^;upx: 

| TT [Prinsep, 1847.] 

PI. I. 5. 

P.E., i, p. 278, PI. XXII. 17; J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 173; 
J.li.A.S., 1889, p. 69. 


gj; 


m 


; utjx: 


I [Twisden Sale, 1841, lot 909.] 
PL I. 6. 

JJtA.S 1889, p. 69. 


<q ; rxpqfjA^ 


61: [flVJFJHA] 


iy; ufjx: 

[India Office Collection. ! 


PL I. 10. 


LlJfX 


[Bibl. Nat.] 
PL I. 7. 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


3 


No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

6 

117-8 

N -8 


$ 5 “ff *■ 




X [Prinsep, 1847.] 





PL I. 8. 




1884, p. 173, PI. II. 3; J.R.A.S., 1889, 




p. 69, PI. I. 7, 

7 

1134 

N -8 

<*J; aJX|£=}?jOn 

mi; Ufjx: ; A aboye 

«Cp on l*. 





[India Office Collection.] 





Pi. I. 9. 




■J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 69. 

8 

118-2 

Al -8 

<?4 ; 

mi; A 




3Z! 

S 

* [Eden, 1853.] 




(beginning on 1.) 

PL I. 11. 




1884, p. 173, PI. II. 4; J.R.A.S., 1889, 




p. 69, PI. I. 8. 

9 

■ l 

116-5 

V. -8 


mi; uffY-. ; A 




f — |q| E] 

*•* [Cunningham, 1894.] 



' j 

PL I. 12. 




Cf. also I. M. Cat ., i, p. 103, nos. 18, 19 ; White King, 




Cat., no. 5405. 

T 

416-1 

Lv -8 

g; w w °jE 

VJJ; trffV 




J cOE 

V 




[In Mr. Burn’s collection.] 





PI. I. 13. 

10 

121*0 

A r -75 






f www jyfE^£EcU 

( jpardkkram ah) 





[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





: PL I. 14. 


1 


4 COINS 'OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

| 

11 

118-9 

Af -75 

f wwu ]|En2&EdJ % 

Ufjx: 

( paraickramah ) 
[Cunningham, 1894.] 
Pl. I. 15. 

12 

1204 

AT -75 


jgj; UTJX: 

* (pardMramah) 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

Pl. I. 16. 

13 

118-6 

M -7 

i ■: '■ V ; 

^ ; inscription off the flan. 

Bliarsar hoard, J.A.S.E 
J.R.A.S., 1 

ft* Samudmgivpta in field 

Sp ; [LJJTJX: 

( parakkramak ) 
[I-O-O] 

Pl. I. 17. 

., 1852, p. 396, no. 3 ; 

889, p. 69. 

; obv. legend begins on 1. 

14 

114-6 

\:,] 

1 

00 

fj Gn r^JFjriAUU: 
$ H aEdJEn|q|E 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL II. 1. 

1 

15 

117-6 

N -8 

fj ^inn^Tiu 

s h ^[ecu] 

[ ]; UffX 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
Pl. II. 2. 

16 

120-6 

N *8 

a Gj; 

j Hi r w_ G«jyjE 
«£;£] 

•g.; Ujfu: 

above on r. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL II. 3. 



SAMTTDRAGTTFTA 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. \ ydV' v'V 

17 

119*3 

Af *9 

■ 

a 

Vs 

qj; 

m ; 

5 


1 12*3 


AT *85 


Reverse. 


AEcUEnjqj [Bush, 1865.] 

E[«]i[AEcJUj PL ii. 4. 

1884, p. 174, PI. II. 5 ; JJLAJi., 1889, 
p. 70, PL I. 9. 


a qj; [ vu j innArin 

3 ^ ae 


[Lucknow Museum. ] 

PL II. 5. 


Mirzapur hoard, Ntwi. Chron., 1910, p. 400, no. 2. 

There are three specimens of this variety in the Indian 
Museum (nos. 22-4 of Cat.) and another in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. 
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COINS ' OF. THE GUPTA ’ DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

i ii 

1 

: . Obverse. : 

Reverse. 




Archer 

Type. 




King standing 1., nimbate, 

LaksmI seated as on preceding 




dressed as in preceding type, 
holding bow in 1. hand, while 
r. holds arrow, the head of 
which rests on ground; Garucla 
standard on 1. 

type ; symbol on 1. 




^ Samudra beneath 1. arm. 

a. 

n vo n n n* n j* 

*JtjAjGaEg|?*^J/*i 

n 

^ tj Aj G l (Apratirathah) 




n*r» o 





Apmtiratho lijitya ksitvm su- 
caritair divarh jay ail. 





(Metre : Upaglti.) 


18 

116*4 

J-O 

00 

g; 





f Zjfrz&E&K 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





' PL IV. 1. 

19 

120*0 

M *8 

g; 

Rs #je: 




j sjj^&ecu* 

[I. 0. C.] 




same dies as preceding. 

PI. IV. 2. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 72. 

20 

1 1 74 

N -8 

^ • legend entirely off ilan. 

75 S Wtf G: 

■ [Prinsep, 1847.] 

| 




Pl. IV. 8. 




PJJ., i, PI. XX HI. 19, p. 279 

; * dug up at Jaunpur 3 with a 




coin of Candragupta II (P.E., PI. XXIII. 18); J.A.S.B., 1884, 




p. 174; J.li.A.S., 1889, p. 71. 



SAMXJBRA GUPTA 


7 


Wfc. 

117*1 


118*0 


Metal. 

Size; 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

*61 

00 

Ot 

fi; r^]J6AE5|A r- 

I J*£] 

^ # je: 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

M.Ch ' pl - IV - 4 - 

N *9 

<R; [*pj*JGaEg ^ ~] 

[St. Petersburg.] 


? [^v,'-'- 2aEcUA 


crescent above Garuda. 

PI. IV. 5. 


White King, Cat., no. 540G. 


ft. Slightly different legend (kdiim) ava uo vjw 


(possibly avani'patir) 

in place of sucantair . 


nn"’&C'' 


AT -0 

£p *fJ*JGAE£|*XA 

i* W«J 6: 


^]&EcD* 

[Eden, 1853.1 


crescent above Garuda. 

Pl. IV. 6. 


1884, p. 174, PL II. 6; J.R.A.S., 1889, 


p. 71, PI. I. 10. 

n 

M *9 





Nr 

[St. Petersburg.] 

PL IV. 7. 


Formerly in Mr. A. Grant’s collection, J.ILA.8., 1889, p. 72. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 



Obverse, 

j , Reverse. 




Coins commemorating the Marriage of Candragupta I 






and KumaradevI. 




Candragupta I standing to L, 

Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 




wearing 

close-fitting coat, 

wearing long loose robe, seated 




trousers and head-dress, ear- 

facing on lion couchant to 




(rings 

and armlets, holding in 

r. or 1., holding fillet in out- 




L hand 

a crescent-topped 

stretched r. hand and cornu- 




standard 

bound with fillet, 

copiae in 1. arm ; her feet rest 




and with 

r. hand offering an 

on lotus; behind her on 1. are 




object, which on some coins is 

traces of the back of a throne 




clearly a ring, to KumaradevI 

on most specimens ; border of 




who stands on 1. to r. wearing 
loose robe, ear-rings, necklace 

dots. 




and armlets, and tight-fitting 
head-dress; both nimbate. 

Symbol on 1. 




On i\, on either side of 
standard 

On r. 




. 

£\$ ( Camdragupta ) 

[Licchacayah) 




I 

n 

■ 





■f 

qj 7-i qj 






[Candragupta) 





On 1. 

a. 







Kumar (idem 





or 

A 







Sri KumaradevI 





or 

r . 







KumaradevI Srik 


23 

113*0 

CO 

<3 

i 

fa 


[djgocu: 





L^J 


lion 1. 







[Cunningham, 1894.] 







PL III. 1. 


SAMUDRAGTJPTA 


0 


No. 


Wt. 


110*7 


24 


25 


115*4 


115*3 


Meta 1. 
Size. 


AT *85 


M *8 


M *95 


M *95 


A7 *8 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


ry 

o 


t x J ea 


lion iv 




[I nclian Museum. ] 
PL III. 2. 

/. if. CaL, i, p. 100, no. 4, PL XV. 1. 


n J jo a ' 


lion r. 


[St. Petersburg.] 

PL III. 3. 


| Epf^ 01 

crescent above, between king 
and queen. 


qj; 

crescent above. | [EL Nelson Wright, 1910. 

Pl. III. 4. 

From Ayodhya. 


m 

lion 1. 


[aljgOcu: 




3 


crescent above. 


I nil; L9f 


■] 




lion r. 

[In Dr. W. Iloey’s collection.] 

PL III. 5. 


UU; |§|p|v 


lion r. 

[Marsden, MLVIIJ.] 
PL III. 0. 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 63. 


1 1 1 I 1 i r ' & f v • '• * } i 1 pA§ ■ v v . 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


pH wt. nsr 


— -V -75 | [off J ; JgL; 


crescent above. 


lion r. 

[In the Indian Museum.] 
PL III. 7. 


From General Pearse’s collection. 


1 26 118-0 -7 


75 1 {{VI ^ [ % tt: 

L n J lion 1. 


crescent above. 


[da Cuiilia Sale, 1889, lot 826.] 

PI. III. 8. 


J.R.A.S. , 1893, p. 94. 


27 118-6 U 


6 - v 8 Kl ! 


crescent above. 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.]: 

PL III. 9. 


From Lucknow. 


28 123-8 \N .8 3 


nil i ji^,- 


crescent above. 


[Purchased, 1878.]! 


PL III. 10. 


J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 63, PL I. 1. 


29 118-5 \N -75 


5 1 r\j ; 


^ ob 

lion r. ; A above on r. j 

! 

[Cunningham, 1894.]' 

PL III. 11. 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


11 


No. 


30 


31 


wt. 


118-2 


AT -8 


121*0 


N -85 


\N *8 


Metal. 

Size. 


N ‘8 


N .8 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 






mi ; llgAcU 


T 

lion r. ; on r. ^ 

[Swiney, 1869.] 

PL III. 12. 


A. A., p. 422, PL XVIII. 3 ; J.A.S.R, 1884, p. 171 ; 
J. It A S,, 1889, p. 63. 


i qj ;[ 5 ] t ^ P a 
5 ^ 


j [off flan] 


mi 

T 




lion r. ; on r. ^ 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PI. III. 13. 


mp ilgAcu 

lion 1. ; on r. 

[St. Petersburg.] 

PI. III. 14. 

White King, Cat, no. 5401. 


<5 jfy ; off flan. 


M] 


S :ri 

.? VI 


JU.J djjtfu 


lion r. ; on r. ^ 

[Berlin Museum.] 

PI. III. 15. 


algfijcui 


Lion 1. 


[Bodleian, no. 683.] 
N.C., 1891, PL II. 1, p. 60. 


This pieee is of the same peculiar fabric as certain Standard 
(PL II. 1) and Battle-axe coins (PL IV. 15, 16). 


: ■ ; : 
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COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. Wt, 


Metal. 

Size. 


Battle-axe Type. 

King standing 1., nimbate, Goddess (Laksml), nimbate, 
wearing close-fitting cap, coat seated on throne with lotus 
and trousers, ear-rings and footstool or lotus, facing, as on 
necklace, and sword, holding Standard type (but in Yar. y 
battle-axe ( paraiu ) in 1. hand, holding lotus in place of cor- 
while r. hand rests on right hip; nucopiae) ; border of dots, 
on 1. boy or dwarf to r., behind 
whom is a crescent-topped Symbol on 1. ' 
standard. 


Beneath 1. arm, 

a, £4 Samudr a. 


/3. or J Kr(im%ta ). 

y-U Cj Samudra- 
X Tjr (jupta. 


. ✓ /Y 

?iEY 

Kricmta'parakir jay at y-a]ita- 
rcrjajetcyiiah . 

(Metre : Prthvl.) 


( 1\ rtantafiarahih) 


Var. a. Samudr a under 1. arm. 


no r at .8 fn^u|[/\jEj 

5 ErsT] ^ , 


1 <mr.J( 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 
PL IV. 8. 

P.E., i, p. 279, PI. XXIII. 23 ; J.A.S.B., 1884, 
p. 178; J.R.A.S., 1889,p. 73. 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


13 


m. 

Wfc. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. •■■■■: 

Reverse. 

33 

115*2 

V *8 

rg]E 

cj nf 

^ fn^uinj 
“ r -A 





[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

Pl. IV. 9. 

34 

111-8 

V -8 

U ; L-n^ojnj^Ejri 
5 JEErjETJ 

(beginning on 1.) 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL IV. 10. 

35 

123*4 

L': 'j 

l/'- ,..i 

1 

V -75, 

King does not wear sword. 

a |U-UUU-V~UUU-Wj 

1 

crescent above standard. 

Goddess seated on lotus. 

[Bush, 1865.] 

PI. IV. 11. 




J.A.S.B . , 1884, p. 178, PL II. 11 ; J.ll.A.S ., 1889, 
p. 73, Pi. I. ii. : , 

36 

117*0 

AT -75 

King does not wear sword. 

<|[ i n^ujfyEou^ 

J.A.S.B ,, 1884, p. 1 78 

Goddess seated on lotus. 

uu ; r- ww ]|/\j: 

Y 

[Thomas, 1853.] 

PI. IV. 12. 

J.ll.A.S., 1889, p. 73. 


HW« 


14 COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size, 

Obverse. 

■ Reverse. 




Yar. fi. Kr under 1. arm ; 

king does not wear sword. 

37 

117-7 

M -8 

f; $T]§U][-"-'-'" w -]E 

ET]E 

^ fn$UFU 

[Eden, 1853.] 





PI. IV. 13. 




J.A.S.li, 1884, p. 178, PJ 

.11. 12; J.R.A.S., 1889, 




p. 73, PL I. 12. 

CO 

CO 

118-0 

M •85 

f; ^0|f\jEco HE 
*]EE?jE 

Goddess on lotus as nos. 35 
and 36. 

tm, r-^oinj: 





[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 



[ " 


PI. IV. 14. 




Var. y. Samudragupta ; goddess on reverse, on throne 
without back, holds lotus. 

39 

117-7 ' 

M -85 

King wears sword and boy 
holds up uncertain object, 
possibly sword; standard has 
two fluttering ribands at top. 





f\ JTL on either side of king. 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 




UMJ 

PL IV. 15. 




^[-^r-^ErilEEU 

Erj 





f Obtained in Lucknow 9 ; J 

.A.S.JB, , 1904, Num. Sujpi L, 




p. 2, PI. I. 1. 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


15 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

. ' Reverse. . 

40 

116-7 

Al ■ So 

Similar, but king does not 
wear sword. 





ff qj on either side of 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 




^ battle-axe. 

PL IV. 16. 




ET"I]JEE 

r|Er| 





J.U.A.S., 1889, p. 73. 




Var. S. King to r. 

- 

— 

Af *85 

As no. 39, but king to r. and 
boy to 1. 

As nos. 39 and 40. 

[From the Swiney collection.] 




between king and boy. 

5 



A A V . 




, ':A 


Ariana Anti qua, PI. XVIII. 10, pp. 424-5. 




■ Kaca Type. : : 




King standing to 1., dressed 

Goddess (LaksmT) standing to 




as in preceding types, holding 

I., wearing loose robe, holding 




standard surmounted by wheel 

flower in r. hand and cornu- 




(cakra) in 1. hand, and 

copiae in 1. arm ; border of 




sprinkling incense on altar 

dots. 




with r. hand. 

Symbol on 1. 




^ Kaca beneath 1. arm. 






our. 




XEcDA 

( Kctco gam avqjitya divam lar- 
mabhir utlamair jayati,) 

(. Sarvarajocchetta . ) 




(Metre : Upaglti.) 


41 

118 1 

N *85 

| ; f ejqx[aE5]"""X 

LaksmI stands on lotus. 





[II. Nelson Wriglit, 1910 ] 





pl it. e. 



COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Reverse. 


Obverse, 


43 111.0 W 


same dies as preceding, 


44 116*0 \N -85 


J;farjUOE^L~] f 

U^UE 


[II, Nelson AYright, 1910/] 

PL II. 0. 


p -j [- nil; &J&JEg[%] 

PI. II. 10. 

From a plaster cast in the British Museum. 


p f^rjllAE^L-] Igi; WAJE^ 
r-^uE 1 


Junmngj 


SAMUDRAGUFTA 


17 


Metal. 

3SFo. Wt. size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. . 


46 115-2 M .86 f; f UU ; SJATEt5[5] 

XJ^XE t 


[Prinsep, 1847.] 


PL II. 12. 


1884, p. 170, PI. II. 1 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, 
p. 74, PI. I. 3. 


47 117-3 m -8 j. &jaje|^ 

ATit itr^Ti 4 




[Cunningham, 1894.' 


pi. ir. is. 


Tiger Type. 


King standing L, wearing 
turban, waisteloth, necklace, 
ear-rings, and armlets, tramp- 1 
ling on a tiger which falls 
backwards as he shoots it 
with bow in r. hand, 1. hand 
drawing bow back behind 
ear ; on L, behind tiger, 
crescent-topped standard as 
on Battle-axe type. 


Goddess (Ganga) standing 1. 
on mahara (elephant-lieaded 
fish), nude to waist, wearing- 
ear-rings, necklace, anklets, 
and armlets, holding lotus in 
1. hand and r. hand out- 
stretched empty; on 1. crescent- 
topped standard bound with 
fillet. 

No symbol. 


Yar. a. Legends. 


S“FT**: 

Vyaghraparakram ah. 


je 

(Raja Samiidracjuplali) 


148 116-6 W 






[Eden, 1853.] 
PI. II. 14. 

(Th. See., PI. I. 2, p. 21 ; JJL.S.B . , 1884, p. 177, 

PL II. 10; J.llA.S 1889, p. 64, PL I. 2.) 

A very fine specimen of the above coin is in Dr. Hoey’s 
collection and was published by Mr. Yincent A. Smith in the 
J.A.S.B., 1894, p. 168, PL YI. 1. This shows standards on 
obv. and rev. more completely and proves that the above 
1 obverse legend is complete. 




f 



COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Reverse, 


Obverse, 


Var. ft. Rev. legend as obverse, 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL II. 15. 

N.C., 1891, 


(Formerly in the Wilmot Lane collection 
p. 53, 64.) 


Lyrist Type, 


Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 
seated to 1. on a wicker stool, 
wearing loose robe, close-fitting 
cap, and jewellery, holding 
fillet in outstretched r. hand 
and cornucopiae 
border of dots. 

No symbol. 


King seated, nimbate, cross- 
legged to 1., wearing waistcloth, 
close-fitting cap, necklace, ear- 
rings, and armlets, on high- 
backed couch, playing lyre or 
lute (vino) which lies on his 
knees ; beneath couch is a 
pedestal or footstool inscribed 

Xj (si ) : 

( MaharajadMraja- Srl-Sctmu- 
draguptah) 


arm 


onr.SJXSGP*: 

(Samudraguptah) 
which is usually separated by 
a line from the goddess. 

Var. a. With footstool and without symbol. 

xtf ffofEgws; [g] wVgujxp 

(Sannudraguptah) (sic) 

[Eden, 1853.} 
pl v - i - 

J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 175, PL II. 7; J.R.A.S., 1889, 
p. 67, PI. I. 5. 

xff£ ojEi§ r~ w jqj 

£j£ [H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL V. 2. 

From Allahabad. 


lilBfcftilftfai 


SAMUDEAGTJPTA 


19 


No.: 


52 


Wt, 


Metal. 

Size. 


119*5 


53 


117*2 


\Al *85 


Obverse. 


XT|E0JE[-J *jxg ry 

W 


Reverse. 


"X5W-' 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

pi. v. a. 

1884, p. 175; J.E.A.S., 1889, p, 67 (not 
Stacey, P.E . , PL XXIII. 26, as here suggested). 


\M *85 


]EO|E[^] r-SWJ t*: 


54 117-7 


A7 -85! 


[SJX^qn 

No line behind goddess, 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL V. 4. 

(White King, Cat., no. 5404, now in St. Petersburg, is from 
the same obverse die.) 


M -Si 


Similar, but back of couch 
slopes back ; king bareheaded. 

xtjecj jeu ry 


Similar. 

xtjEor 


Double-struck. 




[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL V. 5. 


-j 

[St. Petersburg.] 
PL V. 6. 

JMA'S.y 1889, p. 67 (A. Grant). 


N -85 Similar. 


XT|E0 [JESJ] WX5 AJ 




[Berlin Museum.! 
PL V. 7. 
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COIN'S OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 



Metal, 

Size. 


Reverse. 


Obverse, 


Yar. /3. Small thick coins of different fabric with symbol 
on reverse, ■without footstool on obverse. 




Dharsar board, J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 396, Pl. XIII. 5; J.A.S.B. 
1884, p. 145, PL II. 8; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 68, PL I. 6. 




I [Indian Museum.] 

I. M. Cat.) i, p. 102, no. 8, Pi. XY. 5, from Alwar. 

Mr. AY. E. M. Campbell lias recently acquired a third 
specimen of this variety with symbol 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


21 


No. 


Wt. 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


56 


117-0 


57 


118-6 


N -85 


N 


Asvamedha Type. 


Horse standing 1. before a 
sacrificial post (yujoa), from 
which pennons .fly over its 
back ; on some specimens a 
low pedestal below. 

n 

Beneath horse (si). 


]€q]e: 

2£ecxj£lj*acLacL: 

RajadMrajah prthivlm avitva 1 
divarn jay city- ajprativaryavir- 
yah 

(Metre : Upajati.) 


—pi 


The chief queen (Mali isl) stand- 
ing 1., wearing loose robe and 
jewellery, holding chowrie 
over r. shoulder in r. hand, 
1. hangs by her side; on 1. is 
a sacrificial spear bound with 
fillet ; around her feet a chain (?) 
extending round spear and on 
some specimens gourd (?) at feet. 
No symbol. 

(A svamedh ajrara hr am a Ij) 


\J — w — w 


[Eden, 1853.] 
Pl. V. 9. 


1884, p. 176, PI, II. 9; J.R.A.S. , 1889, p. 65, 
PLT. 4. 


[JEOJEyCZSXZS]^ 


^f^xaujjx: 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL V. 10. 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 66, 


On a specimen in the Bodleian and on Dr. Hoey's specimen 

n n 

the first line ends XJGA AE£ ; prtkmm vijitya. 



COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Obverse. 


H^Youpy:] 

[In Mr. W. E.M. Campbell 3 
collection.] 

PL V. 11. 


119*0 \M *8 




[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL V. 12. 


Acquired in Patna, 


[^j alone legible. 

[Prinsep, 1874.] 

. pi. v. i8. 

P.E., Pl. XXIII. 31, p. 281 ; Th. Rec., PL I. 4, p. 22 ; 

1884, p. 176 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 66. 




[Thomas, 1850.] 


beginning on 1 


PL XVIII. 2, p. 423, ‘from Saharanpur’ 
1884, p. 176; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 66 


Much -worn, 


[Payne Knight-, 1824.] 


SAMUDRAGUPTA 


23 


Xo. 

Wt, 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

v Reverse. 

02 

114-7 

N -9 

j.— 

H^YOUpY 




Z[ _u cL» ( go u_0_ ' J J 

gourd (?) at queen’s feet. 





PI. V. 14. 

- 

1 12*5 

N -9 

JEOJEtJ G£[&E]£ 

H^VOUp 1 "] 




[2 w w_w ) 

[Bodleian, no. 694.] 




N.C., 1891, p. 60. 

- 

— 

V -9 

|E0|ETJ w - w — 
2AEcD£[^-^j 

q^kouffx: 




[Bodleian (unpublished).] 




The other known specimens of this type are : I. M. Cat., p. 101, 




nos. 1 and 2 (Pi. XY. 3 with pedestal) ; St. Petersburg {— 




White King, Cat, no. 5403 

with pedestal) ; Paris ; Bleazby 




6V^.(SchuIman,1913),Pl.I.230 ; two more specimens, 695 
(WC., 1891, p. 60) and 696 {ibid, PUL 2) in the Bodleian ; 
and a fine specimen in Dr. Hoey’s collection (first line 


K ' ' 


ends vijitya). 
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No. Wfc. 


63 122-7 AT 


64 1 18*7 Ah 


COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


CANDRAGUPTA II, a. d. 380-414, 
Archer Type. Class I. 

(Throne Reverse.) 


King standing I., nimbate, 
as on Archer type of Samuclra- 
gupta, holding bow in 1. hand 
and arrow in r. ; Garuda 
standard bound with fillet 
on 1. 


(Candrct) under I. arm. 

5 

around 

3Af§x£rjE8jE deya 

gig 

( Deva - Sri - Mcihardjadhiraja - 
Sri- C an clraguptah ) 


LaksmI, seated facing, nim- 
bate, on throne with high 
back, as on similar coins of 
Samudragupta, holding cornu- 
copia© in 1. hand and fillet in 
r. ; her feet rest on lotus ; 
border of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 


On r 




Viler amah ) 


Var * «. Bow-string inwards, Candra between 
string and king. 

2A[^]XU[JETJ 


w- 


2^Xlf|E0[|E 


* [H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 


PI. VI. 1. 


ijjl ; double struck. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PI. VI. 2. 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 80. 



CANDRAGTJPTA II 


Metal. 

Size, 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


Var. /?. Bow-string inwards, ^ 
and bow. 


Oandra between strin; 


i *i«3 jr u sg = 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL VI. 3. 

From Fyzabad. 


G5 104-9 LV 


66 119-8 U .85 Z^x£f|E0JE UU ; fjaf 3ZI 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
Pl. VI. 4. 

From Fyzabad. 

There is another specimen of this variety in St. Petersburg 
from the Grant collection (wt. 113-2 ; cf. JJLA .S rj 1889, p. 80). 


Bow-string outwards ; Icing holds bow by 
middle ; ^ Oandra outside bow. 


67 120-9 V -8 1 1 


1884, p. 180, PL II. 14; J.R.A.S., 1889 ; 
p. 80, PI. I. 14. 


68 118-5 W -8 2, 


[Marsden, MLVII.] 

pi. vi. e. 

J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 180 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. SI. 


26 


COIN'S OF THE CtUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wfc. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Be verse. 




Yar, 8. obv. as var. a, but rev. goddess seated on throne 
without back holding lotus in 1. hand. 

69 

118*3 

GO 

&o*jxj|Eoj 

mj; 

^[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL VI. 7. 




Another specimen of this type was published by Prinsep, 
Essays , i, PL XXIX, 13, p. 368, from Cunningham’s collection, 
a coin from Mirzapur which cannot now be traced. 




Archer Type. Class II. 




(Lotus 

reverse). 




Var. a. King drawing arrow from quiver. 


m : 


King L, nimbate, as on pre- 
ceding coins, but drawing an 
arrow from a quiver standing 
at his feet on 1. ,* bow-string 
inwards ; Garuda standard as 
before. 

Legends as on preceding type. 

Goddess, nimbate, seated facing 
on lotus, holding lotusand fillet 
in outstretched 1. and r. hands 
respectively ; border of dots. 
Symbol on L 

- 

: 120*6 

M -85 

3 between bow and string. 



j -'V:. !■ ■ 


[eatjxirjEOjE] [ij]a 

pf# 

[Lucknow Museum.] 





PL vi. io. 




Mirzapur hoard, Num. Citron 1910, Pl. XI Y. 2, p. 401. 

70 

120-3 

(•with 

ring) 

CO 

between bow and string. 

r~j 

niM:] 

ml: — 1 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL VI. 11. 


CAN-DRAGUPTA II 


27 


No. 

Wt 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

— 

120-5 

M -8 

<5 outside bow. 

mi; t^&jx 

[In Mr. W. E. M. Campbell’s 
collection.] 





PI. ft. 12. 




Var. ft. King 1. holding arrow in r. hand as in class I. 




King, &c., as in class I, Tar. a ; 
£ on r. under 1. arm between 
^ his body and bow-string. 
Legend as before. 

Goddess, nimbate, seated facing 
on lotus, holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and lotus 
in 1. hand ; border of dots. 
Symbol on 1. 

Sub-varieties may be dis- 
tinguished according toposition 
of r. hand. 





1 Legend lj&£X: 

(Sri vikkramah) 

71 

120-6 ! 

: ; i 

N -75 

j 

£— Xtr]|E0JE*§ 5J 

W 

Goddess holds lotus with short 
stalk in uplifted 1. hand. 

a mm 





T [Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL VI. 13. 

72 

119-2 

M -75 

[If] 

TP ; similar. 

[Yeaman, 1858.] 





PI. VI. 14. 




1884, p. 1881 

; JM'AJS., 1884, p. 81. 

73 

123-9 

JJ -8 

mm 

; similar. 





[Spink, 1910.] 





PL VI. 15. 




1 When the reverse legend is not given it is the same as on 
the preceding coin. 





COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse. 


2&fjxLTJE0JE [ 


74 119-6 


similar 


[Purchased, 1902,] 
PL VI. 16. 


lotus flower different 


l ^XUJEOJE^ 


similar 


eaman, 


77 123*7 


l hand of goddess rests on hip, 
bolding lotus -with long stalk. 

! gSjx: 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL VII. l. 

1891, p. 64, no. 12. 


z&§xuj£6]ei^ 


78 124*0 


similar. 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL VII. 2. 


2a^XUJE[0|Et§] 


similar, 


[Barstow, 1892.] 




CANDRAGUPTA II 


29 


No 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

. Reverse. 

80 

121-7 

M -8 

: .[-* 

; similar. 




mi 

Y [Prinsep, 1 847. j 





PI. VII. 3. 




J.A.S.B,, 1884, p. 181 

; J.B.A.S., 1889, p. 81. 

81 

119*7 

N -7 

) 

nj m 

1 JJJ- ; similar. 

I [I. O.C., 1882.] 




| PL VII. 4. 




J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 181 

J.B.A.S, 1889, p. 81. 

82 

120-2 

M -75 

22S^Xir[-- w --] 

1. arm outstretched. 




ruMl 

gzsjx: 





[Da Cuhha sale, 1889, lot 827.] 





PL VII. 5. 




JS T .C., 1891, p. 56. 

83 

120-4 

N -75 


1. hand on hip. 




m : 

5 : i 





[Barstow, 1892.] 





PL VII. 6. 




J.B.A 1893, p. 105, PI. III. 2. 

84 

124-7 

M -75 

ic — — j- 

m 

jr ; similar. 

T [Yeaman, 1858.] 




PL VII. 7. 




J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 181 : 

J.R.A. aS y ., 1889, p. 81. 

85 

126-3 

N -75 

Z only legible. 

similar. 





345*: [TwMen] 




J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 181 ; 

J.B.A.S., 1889, p. 81. 




1 The tail of the ndra is often not continued across the arrow, so 




that the aksara seems to be n only. 


liiilsiliisttl iliili i i iliii i 





COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse. 


'86 124*5 LV *8 Traces of marginal legend on 1, 


similar 


| [Marsden, ML.] 

J.A.S.R, 1884, p. 181; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 81. 


87 126*5 LV *85 No trace of marginal legend. ] similar 


1884, p. 181 ; JJIA.S., 1889, p. 81 


88 123*0 A/ *8 No trace of marginal legend, 


similar 


I PI. VII. 8. 

1884, p. 181; JJtA.S., 1889, p. 81 


similar 


;v, [Swiney, 1869.] 

PL VII. 9. 

J.A.S.R, 1884, p. 181 ; JJLAR, 1889, p. 81. 


90 124*3 V .751 L 


similar 


91 125-5 V -8 £« 


similar 


CANDRAGUPTA II 


3 


No. 


92 


94 


95 


96 


97 


Wt. 


127*6 


121*5 


126*6 


N *7 


126*7 


131*7 


Metal. 

Size. 


M *8 


M -75 


N -8 


Obverse. 


ea^xLrjE 


Reverse. 


; similar. 

[I. O.C., 1882.] 
1884, p. 181 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 81. 


Crescent* above standard ; 
traces only of legend. 


Crescent above standard ; 
traces only of legend. 


similar. 


Ff&fX: 


[Da Cunha sale, 1 889, lot 827.] 

Pl. VII. 12. 


similar. 


g&jx: 

[I. O. C., 1882.] 
PI. VII. 13. 

J.A.S.B. , 1884, p. 181 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 82. 


Crescent above standard; 
traces only of legend. 


AT 


*/ 5 


132*5 


A7 *8 


•Itk, ; similar. 


[I. 0. C., 1882.] 
PI. VII. 14. 

Bharsar hoard, J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 394, PL XII. 2 ; 
J.A.S.B. , 1884, p. 181 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 82. 


Wheel symbol ( cahra of 
VisnuP) above standard; 
traces only of legend. 


Wheel symbol {cahra of 
Visnu?) above standard; 
traces only of legend. 


««&£• ; similar. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

Pl. VII. 15. 


; similar. 


[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 181, PI. III. 2; J.R.A.S., 1889, 
p. 81, PL I. 16. 




COIN'S OF TEE GUPTA DYNASTY 


'Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Be verse, 


Wheel symbol (ccckra of 
Yisnu ?) above standard ; 
traces only of legend. 


similar 


Kalighat hoard, A. A, XVIII. 21, p. 426; J 
p. 181 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 81 


75 Wheel symbol (cakra of 
Yisnu ?) above standard * 
traces only of legend. 


similar 


Bharsar hoard, J.A.S.B . , 18 
1884, p. 181 


King stands to r. holding bow in 1. and 
arrow in r. hand. 


King standing r. wearing Goddess seated as in var. /3 : 

waistcloth and ornaments 1. hand hanging down over 

only, holding bow in out- knee. 

stretched 3. hand and arrow 

in r. behind him ; Guru da 

standard on 1. 


3 between string and king, 


100 122-3 .¥ -75 Z&^XLfJEOfE 


llliillilllllllli 


C'ANDRACrUPTA II 


33 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


118.4 W 


v ar. 8. King holds bow in r. hand ; standard on r. 

King standing, dressed as in As in var. B. 

var * 7> to r., holding j 

bow in r. hand on 1., 1. hand ; rdlZiSX* 

on hip, Garuda standard on r, y ^ ^ 

«| between king and bow- (Sn-Vtlchramah) 

Tracis of above legend. °' 1882 ^ 

1 pi. vir. is. 

Bharsar hoard, J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 394, PI. XII. 3; J.A.S.B. 
1884, p. 182, PI. III. 3; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 82, PI. II. l. 


114-7 \N -8 


Couch Type. 

Var. «. 

King wearing waistcloth and Goddess (Laksml) seated facing 
jewellery, seated, head to 1. on throne without back, hold- 
on high-backed couch, hold- ing lotus in uplifted 1. hand, 
mg flower m uplifted r. hand, resting feet on lotus as on 
and lesting 1. hand on edge of Class I, var. 8 of Archer type • 
couch - border of dots. ’ 

I Symbol on 1. 


on r. 

tJjf ? 

, (Sri- Viler aynak) I 

Dev a- Sri- M a}iardjaclhiraj<x-‘Sri<‘ 

C ctndragupicisya. 

2A%Xlf|E] 8 jei§3 L£>; 

f! I pi. vi. s. 

The details of acquisition of this piece are unknown; it l 
was brought, from India by Dr. Frazer and illustrated in 
Ouseley’s Oriental Collections, ii, p. 435 : cf. also J.A.S.B., 
1884, p. 179, PI. II. 13; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 76, PI. I. 13. 



8 ’ ' 8 ; : ■ ■■ 





COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Similar, but legend 


Similar, but legend J 
(Sri- Vikkramah) on 1 


[Indian Museum.] 

PI. VI. 9. 


as var. a with addition of 
Vihrmmuli tyasya 


beneath couch 

* n 

§LJ?*( rupabritj 

I. M. Cat., i, p. 1 


King standing L, nimbate, Goddess 
easting incense on altar on 1. standin 
with r. hand, while 1. rests fillet ij 
on sword-hilt: behind him a hand; 1 
dwarf attendant holds chattra Symbol 
(parasol) over him. 


xffEojEfj^ru^ 


( V ihramddityah) 


MaJiarajadhi raja -Sri- Ca ndra • 
(juptali 


119*0 A r *95 


Indian Museum: 


i [In Hi* W. Hoey’s collection.] 
PI. VIII. 1. 






CAlvDK A G 0 FT A XI 


Metal 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse 


Chattra Type. II. (Different legend.) 


standing 


stalk in 1. ; border of dots. 
Around Symbol on 1. 

| 2JX J fil ( Vikramadityalj) 

n f n 

Ksitim avajitya sucaritctir di- 
vcrni jayciti Vikramddityah 

(Metre: Upaglti.) 


PL VIII. 2. 


104 119*8 A’ 


Similar 


[Purchased, 1902.] 
Pl. VIII. 3. 


L hand outstretched. 

PL VIII. 4. 

From a plaster cast in the British Museum. 





COINS OF ; THE CrUPTA DYNASTY 


Similar, 

Wfki[§} 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1912.] 
PL VIII. 5. 


Goddess (Laksml) standing 1. 
on pedestal (altar?), holding 
tillet in outstretched r. and 
lotus in 1. hand resting on hip 
behind her; border of dots. 


[Z& 

_ „ n n 

E 


| Goddess (Laksmi) standing 
j three-quarters to I., holding 
ilillet in outstretched r. hand 
land lotus behind ini. • border 
of dots. 

||> 

( V i/clcram ddityah) 
[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL VIII. 7. 


From Cawnpore, 


! Goddess (Laksml) as in var. y, 
but walking to 1. ; border of 
dots. 

Hf; 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL VIII. 8. 


CANDBA GUPTA II 


37 


Wt 


120*3 


120*0 


Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

Af *75 


% rf— £i 

[In Mr. W. E. M. Campbell’s 
collection.] 



PL VIII. 9. 


Var. e. 

AI *75 

King, &c., as in var. a. 

"lAXAE w v ~ w ~ v w 

Goddess walking to L, bolding 
lotus in outstretched r. hand, 
while 1. hand hangs by her 
side ; border of dots. 

Probably without symbol. 


8$&ziy. ( Vikkramadityah) 


[In Mr. W. E. M. Campbell’s 
collection.] 

PL VIII. 10. 


mmm 


38 COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 

A.' AAA; ;C AA;«Ca.y A. ";: 


No 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

j Obverse. 

1 Reverse. 




| Lion-slayer Type. Class I. 




| King standing r. or L, wearing 
waistclotli with sash which 
| floats behind him, turban or 
ornamental head-dress, and 
[jewellery, shooting with bow 
j at lion which falls backwards 
[and trampling on lion with 
j one foot. 

Goddess (Laksmi - Ambika) 
seated, nimbate, facing, on 
lion couch ant to I. or r., hold- 
ing fillet in outstretched r. 
hand and cornucopiae in 1. on 
var. a and fi ; lotus on other 
varieties ; border of dots. 
Symbol on 1. 




j & j as s | y o a 
e^tcu^-b^: 

( Narendracandra(h) frathita 
^ — divarh 

jayaty-ajeyo bhitvi sinkavi - 
krarnah) 

(Metre : Vamsasthavila.) 

n o 

5JS^ ZSJX1 (Sinhavikramah) 




Var. «. King to r.. rev 

l;V;^ A;. : A , Y; AC i ;^/ V: A - /' ,■ 

. cornucopiae in 1. arm. 

109 

119-7 

A -8 

u - u -- uu -[pp: ;A§: 

Goddess as above, cornucopiae 
in 1. arm : lion 1. 

[Purchased, 1911.] 





PL VIII. 11. 

110 

1 1 1*4. 

A -75 

Legend uncertain ; perhaps 
different from above : includes 
(Ocmdra) on 1. 

[sp]; 

[Swiney, 1869.] 




PL VIII. 12. 



• 

J.A.S.R, 1884, p. 186, PL III. 6 ; J.E.A.S., 1889, p. 89, 

PL II. 5; ibid., 1898, p. 111. 




CASDRAGUPTA. ^ II 


Metal 

Size* 


Obverse. 


Reverse 


*T| r - "i I Lion!. 

| [Bodleian, no. 

K.G., 1891, PI. II. 9, p. 62. 


;od dess has lotus instead of cornucopiae. 

^ ~ ^ Goddess seated facing on lion 
couchant to L, holding lotus 
in 1. hand and r. hand out- 
i stretched as on preceding, but 

empty ; lion h 

j ( Still utvikhr cm iah ) 

! [II- Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
! PI. VIII. 14. 


120*9 


- | X;] [Swiney, I860.] 

! PL VIII. 15. 

A. A., p. 423, PI. -Will. 5 ; 1884, p. 184, PI. III. 5 ; 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 87, PI. II. 4. 

There is a specimen of this variety in St. Petersburg, and 
there were three specimens in the Mirzapur hoard, N.G., 1910, 
p. 404, nos. 27-9, PI. XIV* 8. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


N o. 


Wfc. 


120-4 


AT *95 


1 18*5 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Be verse..- 


Tar. S. As preceding, but goddess bolds fillet and lion 
is walking to r. 

Similar to preceding, but arrow | Goddess bolding fillet in r, 
in lion’s body. land lotus in 1. band, seated 

| facing on lion, which is walk- 
tor. 

[ECU y - I xgi ; 

| [Indian Museum.] 

Pl. VIII. 16. 

/. M, Cat. , vol. i, p. 108, no. 49, PI. XT. 17. 


M -95 


\N -8 


Ecli^Ef 


- W O' ~ w - W Wi 


As preceding, but head of 
goddess to r. 


n n 


i"2; 


Pl. VIII. 17. 
From a plaster cast in the British Museum. 

Tar. €. King r. ; goddess astride of lion to 1. 
As preceding. 




f\> — V KJ \J • 


uO-v - w ■ 


'J 


I 


-m 


Goddess seated to 1. astride of 
lion, holding lotus in r, hand 
in front of her; 1. hand rests 
on lion’s haunch. 

No symbol. 
n n 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL IX. 1. 


1 Of. note 1, p. 29. 
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'No. 


114 


III 


wt 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. ' 

121-0 

M *8 

* I § 1- — ^ w - w ~ w -j 

ajc&jx: 

5 [Lucknow Museum.] 

; Pi IX 2. 



Mir zap nr hoard, X.C., 1910, p. 404, no. 30, PI. XIV. 9. 



Another specimen of this variety was in the Clive-Bay ley 
collection : J.ICA.S., 1889, p. 87; two specimens from the 
Rivett-Carnac collection in the Indian Museum are mentioned 
in J.R.A.S. , 1893, p. 110, but are not noted as such in the 
/'. M. Cat 



Var. f. King 1. ; goddess holds lotus and fillet. 

121-2 

N -85 

King to 1. shooting lion, as on 
preceding coins, but he does 
not trample on lion. 

Goddess seated facing on lion 
couchant 1., holding fillet in 
outstretched r. and lotus in 
outstretched 1. hand. 



f* J w w u ~ H ~ w “] 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

Pi. IX 3. 



From Fyzabad. 

119-4 

N -75 


As preceding, but 1. hand with 
lotus rests on hip. 




[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 




; pi. xx 4. 


::N "V: : ' . : ■' 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 


Metal 


\ : "" ■ ■ 

Wt 

Size, 

Obverse. . 

j' ; \ Reverse. ■ 

116 

120*2 

A 7 -8 

*T|«|vr- w - w -] 

r — ]^fx: 

• 3 (- vikkramah ) 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL IX. 5. 



' 

; ' . 

The workmanship of the obverse of this coin is remarkable ; 
the reverse closely resembles PL VIII. 7, PL IX. 9, 14—17. 

- 

120*2 

A7 *75 


fji 


'■■yC', 



[Lucknow Museum,] 

Pl. IX, 6. 




Mirzapur hoard, JVX'., 1910 

p. 405, no. 32, PL XIV. IT. 




There were two other specimens of this variety in the 
Mirzapur hoard (nos. 31 and 33) and there is a specimen in 
Berlin and another in St. Petersburg. 




Var. 7]. King' standing to r. 

117 

121*0 

N -8 

King standing to r., wearing 
waistcloth only (without sash) 

Goddess seated, holding lotus 
only (r. hand empty), facing, 


j 


as on preceding coins, shooting 
lion which falls back from its 
leap. , 

on lion (L), as on var. y. 





A | g 3 g> 

'$> n^fx: 




tm&b&upvr. 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL IX. 7. 


: : 


From Lucknow. 

118 

120*8 

N ■ 7 

" . g - g w ft - 0 - “J 

[JJS] 5 [«3^f x 



; v 

; ::,v v,:v 

■ ■'/! 

w ~|}£cSu^&iblj& fx: 

[Barstow, 1892.] 

| PL IX. 8. j 




J.R.A.S, , 1893, p. 112, PI. III. 3. 


CANDKAGUPTA II 
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Metal 

Size; 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


Goddess holds fillet in r., as in 
var. £. 


[St. Petersburg.] 
PL IX. 9. 


Var. 6, Lion retreating, 


King standing r. as above, Goddess seated facing, as on 

with L foot on back of lion no. 117, 

which retreats with head n 

turned back, shooting at it jpr l &JC2i|X 

with bow in 1. hand. V 1 

No trace of legend. [Bodleian, no. 724.] 


125-5 


Class II. (Different legend,) 


King standing to r., shooting 
lion which falls back, wearing 
waistcloth with long sashes 
behind. 


Goddess seated facing, on lion 
couchant L, with head turned 
back; she holds lotus in up- 
lifted 1. hand and holds r. out- 
stretched empty; border of 
dots. 


Legend uncertain, possibly 
(JVare)ndrasimha - Candragup ** 
ta(h) prth(imm ji)tvd di(vam 


Above, on 1, 


{Simhacandrali) 


]S*iif3gru 

w 


[Purchased, 1910.] 
PI. IX. 10. 
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COINSOP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 



Metal 

Size. 


Reverse 


Class III, 


King standing L, wearing Goddess seated facing on lion 
waistcloth and jewellery, couch ant L, holding fillet in 
holding bow in r. hand and outstretched r. hand and lotus 
arrow in 1. ; lion on 1. re- in 1. which rests on hip ; 
treating. border of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 




( Srl-Sinhavikram ah) 
separated by perpendicular 
line from type. 


{MaharagadMraja-Sri-Gandra- 

guptah) 


95 [X]ir|E0fE§ r|-^] UU; 

« [Prinsep.] 

PI. IX. 11. 

4 Obtained in Kanauj by Lt. Conolly/ P.E ., i, PI. XXIII, 25 ; 
Th. Pec., p. 22, PI. I. 8 ; J.A.SJJ 1884, p. 187, PI. III. 7 ; 
J.E.A.S., 1889, p. 90, PI. II. 6. 


Var. /?. 

Similar to preceding, but king Similar, but goddess holds 
wears sash and legend is fuller, lotus in uplifted 1. hand and 

the lion is walking to r. ; 
border of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 

^gxfifEofE^inj 


(Deva - Sri - M ahdrdjddhirdja - {Smhavikmmah) 
Sri-Candraguptah) 

8 zzgxu]EQ] [E] [g 

iw [Lucknow Museum.] 

' pi. ix. 12 . 

Mirzapur hoard, KC., 1910, p. 406, no. 35, PL XIV. 13. 


CANDR A GUPTA II 


4 



Metal 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Class IV. (Swordsman.) 

! King standing rw ? with 1 . foot Goddess seated facing on lion 
j on lion which retreats with couchant r., holding fillet in 
j head turned snapping at the outstretched 1. and lotus in 
I king as he strikes at it with outstretched r. hand, as on 
| sword in uplifted r. hand. no. 1 14. 

Legend as in Class I. 

% ULU ; AC Af x: 

«T* i a* i yoA[p] _w_ 5 x 

jjy - W--WU-U-UU| [Lucknow Museum.] 

j Mirzapur hoard, jV.CL, 1910, p. 406, PL XIY. 14. 


Horseman Type. 

King, riding on fully eapari- Goddess seated to 1. on wicker 
soned horse to r. or 1. ; his stool, holding fillet in out- 
dress includes waistcloth with stretched r. hand and lotus 
long sashes which fly behind with leaves and roots behind 
him, and jewellery (ear-rings, her in 1. ; border of dots, 
armlets, necklace, &c.) ; on Var. a, with symbol on i. 
some specimens he has a bow Var. /?, without symbol, 
in 1. hand, on others he has 
sword at 1. side. 


Li jx^ri JEOf e frJEJj ajx- ( Ajitavikramah ) 

or ^afx: 

(Ay ? fcmkkramah ) 

(Paramabhdgavata-maharaja- 

(Unraya~Sn-Candragu2)tah) 

or *ir\Ofi (bhagavato) | 

Jr ' 

Var. a. With symbol. 

King to r. Lotus lias long stalk with 

leaves. 

U T x^na M xirjE]o 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL IX. 14. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

' 

Reverse. 

122 

118-2 

M -75 

King to 1. with sword at waist 
on 1. 

nswjxr- 


■ ^ 

■■ ■ \ 


upCTnzn [xltje 
0]|E|5|ry tp 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910. | 

PL IX. 15. 


■ v • 


Cf. N.C., 1891, p. 58, no. 64; JJLA.8., 1893, p. 109. 

123 

■ ■■■' 

119*1 

• .;■■ ■' ■ 

M *75 

Similar. 





d|Y4ri^[ w ■— v -- 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PI. IX. 16. 

.. . I 

120*9 

.V *8 

Similar. 

qfi# fx: 




Ll|X[^q w ?i^irjE]8fE 

[Lucknow Museum.] 





PL IX. 17. 




Mirzapur hoard, iY.C., 1910 

, p. 402, no. 19, PL XIV. 4. 




Another specimen, identical with nos. 122-3, is in 




the Bodleian (no. 710) 

N.C., 1891, PI. II. 5. 

124 

127*6 

{> 

*vl 

Cr 

King to 1., nimbate, without 
sword and wearing waistcloth 

*$■> 




only. 

[Barstow, 1892.] 




j- W \J W O' \J 

~ wr roi 

PL X. 1. 




JJt.A.S 1893, p. 109. 
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1 No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

125 

120*3 

N *75 

Similar, bat not nimbate. 





r u ^ 

W ru^ 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
% PL X. 2. 




' X.C., 1891, p. 58, no. 64. 

126 

120-0 

N -75 

King to "r., crescent behind 
head. 

Ll| 

— rui f 

*£*; qi&fx 

[Barstow, 1892.] 

PL X. 3. 

— 

' 

iV -85 

Similar. 

Lotus has short stalk. 




LlJX^rj aAXtTJ[EOJE 



Sl‘ii 

;; ’ ; ■- 1 


i< *|W- 

• 

[St. Petersburg.] 

PL X. 4. 

127 

118-8 

N *75 

Similar. 

Similar. 




U|xr u - — 

Sgl; mJE&fX 




«SW; 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL X. 5. 

128 

120-7 

N *75 

King 1., nimbate, holding bow 
in 1. hand and wearing sword 
: on L 

Lotus has long stalk without 
leaves. 

§§; qE^ajx 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
■y0£0 PL X. 6. 


48 COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. ' 

_ 

119*8 

A7 *75 

Similar. 

Lotus has long stalk without 




up*vTnr““---“-Ei 

: leaves. 

jm , ^gitfjx 

[Lucknow Museum.] 



: ; 


PI. X. 7. I 




Mirz.apur hoard, N.C., 1910, p. 403, no. 21, PI. XI Y. 5. | 

- 

120*6 

AT *8 

King r. holding bow in 1. hand. 

gg; tjg^JX 




y^[-uuuu 

* 

[Lucknow Museu m .] 





PL X. 8. 


V: ;' 


Mirzapur hoard, A r .C'., 1910, p. 403, no. 22, PI. XIV. (i. 




Var. j3. Without symbol. 

129 

123*6 

A7 *8 

SSSsS 

King r. holding bow in 1. hand. 

jUUU-UUUU V^J |pjj| 

Goddess seated as before, hold- 
ing fillet and lotus with short 
stalk. 





[H. Nelson Wright, 1910. ] 





PL X 9. 

130 

119*5 

N *75 

King r. without bow ; crescent 
behind head. 

r u jx>?fjr|A*xir 

rew u ] 

[Da Cimha Sale, lot 826, 1889.] 

pi. x. 10. 




J.R.A.S., 1893, p. 109. 

131 

119*7 

A/ *75 

uj - 

[tfE^aq 

[Prmsep.j 

PL X. 11. 




1884, p. 183, PI. III. 4; J.R.A.S., 1889, 




p. 84, PL TT. 3. 
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Obverse. 


132 118*6 \Al .75 Similar 


but without sword. 


[St Petersburg,] 
PL X, 18. 


ejx^ri&A[ v 

3§-r\J t A ; 


Silver. 

(For Western provinces.) 

VV^xv . Vi Yikramdditya. 

Bust to r., as on Ksatrapa Garuda standing facing, with 
coins, with traces of Greek outspread wings ; above on r. 
letters. cluster of seven dots. 

On 1. va(rse) and date in Border of dots. 

Brahmi numerals. , r 

ujx^jq &axitj eoje 


(. Paramahhagavata- maharaja - 
dhiraja - Sri -Gandragupta - Vi- 
hramddilya(li) 

po^^uv^xujEOJEn 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

Pl. X. 14. 


1 The aksaras ndra and hr are indistinguishable on these coins ; 
this led Mr, Newton, who first published this type, to read the name 
as Bakragupta. , 




COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 




Metal, 



No. 

Wt„ 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. ■ 

134 

31-0 

M ‘6 

288 = 90( + a??) 

ojx^r] [2]2XtrjE0j 


135 26-8 


136! 30-0 


M -55 a 


dft *55 


! 3?W“s 


187 


30-7 


aR> *55 


[Bhagvanlal, 1889." 
PI. X . 15. 


ujxr^jftxiijeaje 

[Bird, 1854." 
PL X. 16. 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 121, Pl. IV. 1. 


2[8B] = 9o(+* ?) J OJX[^r| 2]AXtfJECJJ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL X 17. 

Cf. C., A.SJL, ix, p. 23, PL V. 2 and 3 ; LA xiv, p. 66. 


on r. t UJXr vwww “-JE]qjEn 

tfpjajxig d 

[Pres, by Miss Newton. ] 
Pl. X. 18. 

Newton, J.B.B.R.A.S^ yii, p. 11, fig. 12 ; Th. Bee., p. 48, 
no. xii; J.R.AJ3., 1889, p. 122. 




Reverse. 




Metal. ! 
Size. | 


28*5 [At *5 KJ on r. 


CANBEAGUPTA II 


Obverse. 


ajrm&jxzg d 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL X, 19. 


29*0 At *5 \ %jO 


j 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL X. 20. 

Cl C., PL II. 9. p. 20, from Ayodhya. 


As var. a. 


30*8 Lfi *5 No trace of inscr. 


Far. fi. Yikrwmmika. 

As var. a, but legend 

Sn-Guptakulasya m aharajadhi- 
raj a- Sri - Candragupta - Vikra - 
mctnkasya . 




[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PI. X. 21. 

C£. a, A .&/£., ix, p. 23, PL V. 1 ; J.R.AJ3., 1889, p. 120. 

There is another and finer specimen of this variety in 
Dr. Hoey’s collection; there were two in the Clive-Bayley 
(JJZ.A.S,, 1889, p. 120) and one in the Freeling (P.E., ii, 
p. 94; Th. 11, p. 49 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 120) collections. 

1 According to Cunningham this piece has the numeral for 80 
in front of the face ; what he read as a numeral is merely a degraded 
copy of the Greek letters on the Ksatrapa coins ; the numeral is 
always on 1. beh ind the head. ' 




COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal 

Size* 


Obverse. 


Copper Coins. 

Type I. 

Bust of king to L, wearing Garuda, nimbate, standing- 
necklace, ear-rings, and armlets, facing with outspread wings ; 
holding :flower in uplifted r. without arms, 
hand.' ' • : r ■ r . 1 

Below, xirTEasmu: 


(Makdrdja-CandraguptaJi) 

Inscription illegible. 

[Cunningham.] 
Pi. X. 22. 

From Ahicchatra; C.MJ. , PL II. 8, p. 19. 


xtr|E5|5[ry w ] 

PI. XI. 1. 

From the Jhelum district; 1894, p. 173, 

Pl. VI. 11; then in the collection of J. P. Rawlins, Esq., 
F.R.G.S. It was sold with the rest of his coins at Amsterdam 
in February, 1907 : Cat., PL II, no. 793. 


Type II ( Chattra Type) 


King standing L, apparently Garuda standing facing with 
easting incense on altar with outspread wings and human 
r. hand as on similar gold arms with bracelets, 
coins; behind him a dwarf ^ 

attendant holding chattra XfTEgflSX^j'yi 
(parasol) over him. ” 

(Maharaja-Sri~Candraguptah) 



CANDRAOTPTA II 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse. 


[ufjEjgagrun 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

pl xi. a. 

J.B.AJ3., 1889, p. 139, Pl. IV. 9. 


As preceding, 


As preceding, but Garuda is 
•without human arms. 

w !jE~j|r v " 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
Pl. XI. 4. 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 


J.RJL.S . , 1889, p. 139. 


461 36*5 2E -8 
| broken) 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 


’ 

1 : 111 14 , : : : 


I; 


54 COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY* 


No, 

Wt. 

Metal, 

Size. 

Obverse. 

; '.'Reverse. ■ 



: : .. 

Type HI. 



I 


King standing L (three-quarter 

Garuda standing facing, wings 




length), 1. hand behind on hip, 

outspread ; border of dots. 


;V 


r. outstretched, possibly casting 
incense on altar. 







(Sri- (iandragitptah) 

148 

49-5 

M -7 








[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL XI. 

5. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, 

p. 139 ; A.C., 3. 

i ■ 

149 

35-7 

JE *65 



] ' 



: 


[Cunninghjam, 1894;] 



j& : 


PL XI. 

p. ! 




Ibid. ■ A. a, 5. 

I 

I 

150 

38*8 

JE *65 ! 


nagrUR] 

i 

i 

l 





[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

151 

37*0 

M -65 



1 

! 

1 





[Pri$isep, 1847.] 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 139. 

■ 

V: 

152 

44*8 

JE *6 


mnjM 

;; 





[Cunningham, 1894.] 




Ibid. ; 

A.C., 4. \ 




CANDKAGUPTA II 


55 


No. 


153 


Wt. 


Metal. 

Size.' 


o 3 * 7 L-L *(jo 


Obverse. ' 


154 


29-0 \M •(> 


155 21-2 


156 


M .6 


25*4 LE *55 


157 


158 


18*0 LE *55 


159 


18*7 


18-0 


,E -5 


;ii .8 


Reverse. 


[Cunningham, 1894. 
PL XL 7. 

7&U; A.C., 1. 


i^r 


[I. O.C., 1 <382. 


J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 139, PI. IV. 1. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL XI. 8. 

J.R.A.S., 1889 ? p. 140; M.C1, 7. 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PL XI. 9. 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] | 

' ! 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
J.R.A.8., 1889, p. 140 ; A.C., 8. 




[Eden, 1853.] 


No. ■ Wt, 


COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Obverse. 


Beverse. 


Type IV. 

Bust of king nimbate (half- Garuda, nimbate, standing 
length) to 1., holding flower in r. facing ; border of dots. 

(Sri- Yikramadityah) (Srl-Candragupiah) 

44-0 M -75 iftf'XCn 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 
PL XI. 10. 

F.R, i, PL XXX. 13, p. 373 ; J.ILA.S 1889, p. 140, 

PL IV. 12. 

Type V. 

As preceding, but 1. arm folded Garuda standing facing, with 
on breast and without legend outspread wings, on altar, 
in exergue. holding snake in mouth ; bor- 

der of dots. 


161 40»5 \M -6 


agrw 

agnjtj: 


( GandraguptaK ) 
[Major Hay.] 


I PI. XI. 11. 

1889, p. 140, Pl. IV. 13. 

There are two specimens of this variety in Berlin. 


162 27*0 ME ‘65 


Type VI. 

As preceding. As preceding, but no altar. 

•fciqjM- 

(Sri- Candraguptah) j 

! 

' ■ :.-L; - [Prinsep, 1847.] 

j ^ PI. XI. 12. 

P.P., i, PL XXX. 15, p. 374. 




, i'L* Hit' 



CANDBAGOTTA II 


Reverse. 


Type VII. 

on the smaller Garuda standing facing, hold- 
ing snake. 

( Candragivptah) 


Bust of king 1. 
coins head on] 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XI. IS. 


[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
^ PL XI. 14. 


<3§njn 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL XI. 15. 


tanning] 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 


>. wt 

Metal. 

Size. 

3 28-0 

’ v .. ; 

! ■ . 

-■ E *55 

I ■ ■ ; / 

1 28.2 

JE *55 

5 19*3 

M *55 

) 20.0 

j 

M *55 

r'i 

r 12*3 

JE -55 

» 15*8 

JE *45 





COIN'S OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


58 


No. 

Wt„ 

Metal. 

Size.' 

Obverse. • j Reverse. 

169 

20-0 

M -55 

Similar. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
J.E.A.S., 1889, p. 141'; A. C., 4. 

170 

16*4 

JE -4 

| [Cunningham, 1894.] 

171 

j 

21-4 

' .;■ 

JE *5 

: : 

I [Cunningham, 1894.] 

j PI. XI. 17. 

Ibid. ; A.G., 3. 

■172 

i: ■ !, - - i 

17-5 

P : '; ' J 

i 

JB *45 

! " : / 
j ■" 

jsgqj n 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

Ibid. ; A.C., 6. 

173 

18*0 ! 

M *55 

iTOiTjtrf. 

| ^ [Prinsep, 1847.] i 

174 

18*0 

JE -5 

! 

[<3]gqjt| 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

Ibid. - A.C., 5. 

175 

1 12*4 

iE *5 



[Cunningham, 1 1894.] 


176 


127 


M A 


Ingqjtf 

[Cunningham, 1894.} 
Ibid. ; A.C., 9, PI. IV. 15. 



CANDKAailPTA II 


59 


No. 

wt. 

'Met ah 

'■'.■.Size; 

.■ Obverse; : 

Reverse*. .. 

177 

10*9 

M -4 

Similar. 








[Cunningham, 1894.] 


1' . ■ ' 




PI XI. 18. 

178 

11*0 

rE *4 



55q.[H] 

« [Eden, 1853.] 

179 

11.3 

J3 -4 



rjgrnn 

s u [Eden, 1853.] 

180 

10*0 

-4 



asan 

5 [Eden, 1853.] 






PI. XI. 19. 

181 

•4.2 

M -35 



fgiitii 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 


I 



Ilid.-, A.C.,\Q- 





Type VIII. 






Garuda facing, as on preceding 
types. 




-Cl 

— (Sri-Candra-) 

*% 


ry*f: (-guptak) 

182 

8*5 

JE -4 

<z*g 


Oj[^] 






[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 






PL XL 20. 


60 


COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

. ■' Keverso. ■' 




Type IX. 




(Candra) surmounted by 

a crescent ; border of dots. 

Flower- vase {kalaia) . with 
flowers which hang down the 
sides of the pot ; border of dots. 

183 

18*0 

JE ■ 4 \#p 

[Cunningham, ?] 



- 


PL XI. 21. 



:■ ■ : : ; \ : 

J.A.S.3., xxxiv, p. 

125, PL XVIII, 20 ; 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 143. 

184 

12*1 

JE -4 


[ Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XI. 22. 

185 

10*6 

JE *4 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL XI. 23. 

186 

7*6 

JE -4 

*% 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL XI. 24. 


' ■■■■■ -•:) 
> ... ;■ i 


J.R.A.S., 1894, p 

143, Pi. IV. 16. 

187 

5-4 

JE -35 

[*|3 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 




Ibid. ; A. C., 2. 

188 

9-2 

JE -35 

m 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL XL 25. 

189 

3-3 

JE -35 

a i 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 


• ‘ • v ; ] 


PL XI. 26. 


! 

! 

Ibid.; 

a. a, 3 . 



KI7MAKA0UFTA X 
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Wt 


124-' 


106.7 

(much 


Metal 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


KUMARAGUPTA I, a. d. 414-55. 
Archer Type. 

;: v /Var. a. 


N -8 


King standing, nimbate, to L, 
holding arrow in r. hand and 
bow in L, as on 4 Archer ? type 
of Candragupta II, bowstring 
inwards. Garuda standard on 1. 
^ (Ku) with crescent above 
beneath 1. arm. 

AEnAAJ&AlJfi'.fXJ 

: v n • ■■ n 

qj^AEUft 

( VijUdvanir avmiipatih Kmna- 
ragupto divam jayati) 

(Metre: Upaglti.) 

1 £&&&]&£ 

”~2]&EU ft 


rU KJ — - v.~-V- ■ 


Goddess, nimbate, seated facing 
on lotus, holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and lotus in 
1. which rests on hip ; border 
of dots. 

Symbol on l. 

(Sn-Mahendrah) 




[Eden, 1853.] 
PL XII. 1. 


\£J -75 


N -75 


1884, p. 190, PI. III. 10; J.R.A.S., 1889, 
p. 96, PI. II. 10. 

Initial & only legible. [/?*] ’ £^X'LP[ W ] 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

1884, p. 190; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 96. 




[St. Petersburg.] 


PL XII. 2. 


4 From Oudli ? ; formerly in the Grant collection ; 
JJLA.S.y 1889, p. 96, var. y. 
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COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 


192 


Wt 


Metal. 

Size. 


N -75, 


124*3 


193 


125*8 


Af -7 


N . 75 


Obverse. 


1 EnAAJ&SLTj 


Reverse. 


'uj % 




[BibL Nat.] 
PL XII. 3. 


4 From Oudh ’ ; formerly in Mr. Vincent A. Smith’s 
collection. 


There is another specimen of this variety in St. Petersburg 
(White King, no. 5412). 


Var. p. 


As preceding, but legend (un- 
certain) begins 


EIJnXL£n2JX (, Jayati 


mahitalam) on r. and ends 
{Kumar a gu)ptcih on 1. 


EUnXlTn 


on r. 


■•V 


on 1. 


Goddess seated as on preceding, 
but r. hand empty; border of 
dots. A 


Symbol and below on 1. ■ 


(SrZ-lfcihendrah) 




[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PI. XII. 4. 


1889, p. 9 6 ; A.C. This is not the coin from 
Gaya, figured in P.K., i, PI. XXIX. 20, p. 371, as then in 
Cunningham’s collection. It is probably from the Bharsar 
hoard : J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 397, no. 2. 


EU on r. ; L| on 1. 


Ixha 


[I. 0. C., 1882.] 
PL XII. 5. 


JJt.A.S., 1889, p. 96, I. 0. ; probably from the Bharsar 
hoard: J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 397, no. 4. 



KUMABAGTJPTA I 


Obveim 


This coin seems identical with P.E., i, PL XXIX. 20, hut, 
from Wilson’s note on it, cannot be the same coin. 


As preceding, but legend (un- Goddess seated facing on lotus, 
certain) begins Jayati main- holding lotus with long stalk 
talam on r., and includes (Ktt)- and leaves in r. hand, while L 
maragwpta on L ; uncertain rests empty on knee ; border 
aksara above Garu da. of dots. 

No symbol. 


( Srl-MahendraK ) 
[Bodleian, no. 714.] 


EiinXunlJX on r. ;■ X] 

on 1. along arrow ; un 
certain aksara above Garuda. 


Var. 8. 

King L as before, without K u Goddess seated facing, holding 
under L arm. fillet and lotus as on var. a 

Garuda standard on 1. and /3 ; border of dots. 

[Par am a - rdjdclhiraja - Srl-Ku- S 

maraguptah) 

UpqEOjn ttf|; ^XlT[ w ] 

O; ** [Barstow, 1892.] 

PI. XII. 6. 

1893, p. 116, PL III. 4. 

There are three specimens of this variety in the Indian 
Museum (Cat, i, p. Ill, nos.. 2-4) and one in Lucknow 
(Mirzapur hoard, N.C,, 1910, p. 408, no. 40). 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

" 

Wt. 

Metal. 

; Size. '■ 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

: 



Var. c. 




King 1. as before, but wearing 
waistcloth and jewellery only. 
Garuda standard on 1. 

As preceding, but 1. arm out- 
stretched holding lotus; bor- 
der of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 




$ below 1. arm ( Kumara ) 

X 

T 

x£rfEofE|fXjrxi^: 

X IX 1 (tin-Mahendrah) 

v .. 



'■ Kf 

( Maharajadhiraja - Sri- Kurna - 
raguptah) 

A-; ; v --\. '' • ' v'' 

195 

123*5 

M -85 

x£f|EO|Efj[$x u j [r\j 





U! 

n ! ; • , 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





. PI. XII. 7. " 

■, | 
l 



Formerly Wilmot Lane; X.C., 1801, pp. 58, 64 ; 

-;M J.R.A 1893. p. 117. 

- ! 


.V -85 

xtf[|E0/"'l§ w “' ,J-u ] 




■' 'i''. 'Ml 


[Bibl. Nat.] 

: 

IsV/;- 

kvi'.-Av 1 ' 

j. • 

] 

The three specimens of this variety from the Bivett-Carnac 
collection (J.E.A.S., 1893, pp, 116-17) are now in the Indian 
Museum (Cat., i, p. 112, nos. 8-10). 



KUMAKAGUFTA I 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse, 


King standing L as on var. a, Goddess (Laksml) seated facing 
witli arrow in r. hand but on lotus as in var. a; border 
holding bow in I. by middle of dots, 
with bowstring outwards. Symbol on 1. 

| Garuda standard on I. 

I ( Kumard ) on r. outside bow. (Sri-Mahendrah) 


| r^irFJ Xlff^UEUnJX 

! | (?) Guneio (?) mahltalain 

| jayati Kunidra (?) ) on r. ; no 
trace of remainder on any 
known specimens. 

75 1-J.r e| XlXnUEUof X [^XIT33 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

pl xn. a 


Goddess, nimbate, holds lotus 
in uplifted 1. hand. 


[Barstow, 1892.] 
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COXKS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. Wfc. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


As preceding, but legend Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 
r ^ - &c. } as on preceding coin. 

xix|Ed|EgfX|ru^ 


asm var, e. 


198 121*4 W *75 Xf-Ifl 


* [Young, 1837.] 

PI. XII. 10. 

1884, p. 191 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 97 
(wrongly called I. 0.). 


199 119-5 V -7 [XlfJECJJE%XJ].qjtJ j Goddess not nimbate. 
oar - 


[Young, 1837.] 


PL XII. 11. 


200 123-5 W -75 Legend off flan. 


j Similar. 


; ; legend off flan. 


[I. 0., 1882.] 


I PL XII. 12. 

J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 191, PL III. 11; J.R.A.8., 1889, 
p. 97, PL II. 11. 


120*5 W *75 [^ 


Tii x T 


| Similar. 


[¥] ; S x “3 

[Bodleian, no. 719.] 

N.G., 1891, p. 62. 




KUMA'BAGOTTA I 


Metal, 

'■-'Size., 


Obverse, 


Swordsman Type, 


ksmi), nimbate, 


King standing 1., nimbate. 
wearing waisfccloth and jewel- 
lery., easting incense with r. 
Ira, rid on altar on I., while 1. 
hand rests on hilt of sword at 
his side. 

Garuda standard on 1. d 


Goddess (Lai 
seated facing on lotus, holding 
fillet in outstretched r. hand 
and lotus in 1. which rests on 
hip ; border of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 




surmounted by crescent on r 


(Sri-KumaragujQtah) 


(Gam acajitya sucaritaih Ku- 
maragvpto divam jayati) 

(Metre ; Upagiti.) 


] [Prinsep, 1847,] 

j PL XII. 15. 

5, p. 23; J.AJS.B., 1884, p. 189, 
J.U.A.&, 1889, p. 93, PL II. 9. 


EcXJn] [Indian Museum.] 

PI. XII. 17. 

Proc. A.S.B., 1893, p. 95 ; J.A.S.B., 1894, p. 169; 

I. 31. Cat., i, PL XVI. 2, p. Ill, no. 1. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Be verse. 

124-1 

M -S 

[riYaE^^ w ~i j 

Si^qnn 

[In Mr, W. E, M. Campbell’s 
collection.] 




PL XII. 18. 

124*5 

A' -8 

rfxZSE^|n|[X] [j 

ru _w_ ]E 

[Bodleian, no. 717.] 

. 


Said by General Cunningham to have been found with 
no. 201 in the Ganges on the site of Fatal iputra : J.R.A.S., 
1889, p. 94; ibid,, 1893, p/114 ; A\C\, 1891, p. 63, PL II. 10. 



There is a sixth specimen of this type in the 

Lucknow Museum. 



Asvame&ha Type, 



Horse standing r. , wearing 
breastband and saddle, before 
sacrificial pole {yujpa) on altar, 
the pennons from which fiy 
over its back. 

Legend uncertain. 

Queen standing L, nimbate, 
holding chowrie over r. shoulder 
and uncertain object in 1. hand, 
wearing ear-rings, necklace, 
armlets, and anklets. On 1. is 
a sacrificial spear bound with 
fillets ; border of dots* 

No symbol. 

i§*]gkoxt£g: 

(Sri Afaamedhamahendrak) 

124*5 

A7 <75 

On 1. [EdUn2&$X f] 

(Jayati divam Kumar a) ? 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XII. IS, 



‘ Obtained at Mathura ’ ; JJLA.S 1889, p. 110, PL III. 5. 



KUMAHAGUPTA I 


Metal, 

Size* 


■.Reverse. 


Obverse, 


[In Mr. W. E. M. Campbell’s 
coliection.] 

PL XII. 14* 


128*8 A J *75 Between legs of horse 
(with guo ( (a)hcmu(llm) ? 


Class I, 


King riding to r. on fully Goddess (Laksrni) seated to 1. 
caparisoned horse* on wicker stool, holding lotus 

n n _____ with long stalk and leaves in 

y G& n2JX[T www wW outstretched r, hand, while 1. 

n n rests by her side. 

u £&eu£es: No symbol. 

(Prthimtakm ViV CO CO CC 

^ W divaih jayaty-ajitah) (A nlamahendmh) 

(Metre: Lpagiti.) 


qEnXIi^: 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL XIII. 1. 


From Fyzabad 


J6An2lX|[ ow w frfEnXIsy. 

,v ' u ‘]|En: | [Bodleian, no. 731.] 

N.G., 1891, PI. II. 12, p. 64 ; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102 ; 
1893, p. 118. 

Probably Tregear’s coin, P.E., i, Pl. XXX. 3. 

Another specimen of this type is I. M. Cat, no. 21, p. 113, 
and there was a fourth in the Clive-Bayley collection. 


Sill i lillllill 
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'C01HS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


* No, 

1 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

, Obverse. ■ 

Reverse. 

| i-'v-V 

! 

. 



Var. ft. I 

| 


\ : 'i 

King on horseback to r., as 
before. 

on r% n v n n ^ 

|nLln|E«aEcUXl£3 

n v o • n 

ajireaecurs 

(Ksitipatir ajito vijayi mahe- 
ndramtho divrnh jctyati) 

(Metre : Upaglti.) 

Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 
seated to 1. on wicker stool, 
holding fillet in outstretched r. 
hand and lotus with long stalk 
and leaves behind her in 1. 
resting on hip ; border of dots. 
No symbol. 

( Ajitamahendmh l ) 

205 

1 25*0 

.V -75 

SJlfZ&EUn 

frfEnXb^ 

[11. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL XIII. 2. 

206 

127*2 

V -75 

! 

i 

m ^LlnJLEn- — — j 
AJiriSEUn 

HEnX“I£<5 

U [Bush, 1865.] 

PL XIII. 3. 




■J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 193, PI. 111. 12; J.K.A.S. , 1889, 
p. 100, PI. 11. 13. 

207 

125*3 

N -8 

'v'v- 

as “ruvuu-uu- u oi : 

a n L J 

frjEnXIxg 

[L 0. C„ 1882.] 

PI. XIII. 4. 




J.A.S.Ij., 1884, p. 193; 

J.E.A.S., 1889, p. 101. 

208 

125*8 

M -75 

| «Lln[] w ° ^<U| 
lT]£&EIIn | 

tjEnxbg 

[Purchased, 1901.] 


1 : 


1 The visarga does not appear on any specimen. 


n 

■ 


tpi 

IB 


.'M]l 

V« 


- 't? 

il : 

■ 


IvUMARAGUPTA . I 
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No, Wt, 


209 


117-3 

(much 

worn) 


210 


211 


Metal. 

Size, 


N , *75 


M *75 


n n 


124*5 


123*0 


A7 *8 


A7 *8 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


i O ^ 


UZ&EUn] j ; I [Thomas, 1 850.] 

1884, p. 193; JJlA.fi . , 1889, p. 101. 


| nUn|E[ 
«Jtr2&Eli* 


\J KJ ~ W — W 


] tJEnX&J 


j [St. Petersburg.] 

PI. XIII. 5. 

White King. Cat:, bo. 5420. 


Var. y. 


King on horseback to r. as 
before, but nimbate, and wear- 
ing long sash, the ends of winch 
fly behind, d .v, 


|sy?v|in2iEciGf^:|ry 

^2AEcXJn 

(Kdtipalir (fjito vijayi Kuma- 
raguplo divam jayaii) 

(Metre: Upagiti.) 

% oLJSJeM ZSE[~] $X 


FU 




f, nlinJEnfi EU[$] 


Goddess (Laksmi), nimbate, 
seated 1, on stool with lotus 
as before in L, but offering 
fruit (very rudely represented) 
to peacock ; border of dots. 

No symbol. 

*f£rixbg: 

(. Ajitamahendrah ) 


[}]EnX' u ] 

[Purchased, 1911.] 
PI. XIII. 6. 


tfERXttg 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PI. XIII. 7. 
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COINS OF THE GOTTA DYNASTY 


Ho. 

Wt. 

Motel. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse, 

■212 

125*2 

:V *75 

| nLSnjESfiE 3JTj w ] 

*JEnXtfg 




x |Hj 

[Cunningham, 1894,] 





Pi. XIII, 8, 

2 IS 

125-8 

M .8 

1 nLiK[JEnAE] Uf 

*JEnXtX£ 

* [I. 0. C., 1882.] 


: 


X | 




Probably from the Bharsar hoard; J.A.S.B., 1852, p. 399, 
no. 3; cf. also J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 3 93; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102. 


— 

N .8 

1 [SLln|]iMaE U$ 

[{j]ESX[“ w ] 




X I 

[St. Petersburg,] 




4 From Oudh J ; formerly in Mr, Alex, Grant’s collection ; 




J.E.A.S. , 1888, p. 103. 

214 

124*0 

\N -8 

1 n[Ll — — J [X] 

^Eo[XLTg] 




10J 

LI. 0. C., 1882.] 





PL XIII. 9. 

i 



Bharsar hoard ; J.A .&&, 

1852, p. 398, Pl. XII. 8; 


: 


■. I.A.R.B. , 3 884, p. 193; 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102. 

215 

125*9 

A7 -75 

| ^-yuwu-uu-u] Xj*JEriXttS 




m lii ii§! 




itH'j 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102, B.M. 




The following coins, 216-18 

, are identical in type to the 




preceding, but have a different uncertain obverse legend. 

216 

124*7 

N -8 

| nLfn! on r. 

SJEnXb* 




Lf (?) on 1. 

^ [Teaman, 1858.] 


1' V : i 

' ! 


■J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 193; 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102. 



KUMARAGOTTA I 


Obverse, 


Reverse 


eaman 


1884, p. 193; J.E.A.S.. 1889, p. 102, 


[JfjEHXK 


Class II, 


to r. as I Goddess (Laksmi?), nimbate, 
bow in 1. 1 seated L on wicker stool, hold- 
outwards mg lotus with long stalk and 
leaves in 1. hand behind and 
with r. hand feeding peacock 
from bunch of fruit, which in 
this variety is distinctly repre- 
sented ; border of dots. 

No symbol. 


King on horseback 
before, but holding 
hand with string 
and without sash. 


(Ajitam ah endrah) 


GuptaJcii lavyom akiM jayaty- 
ajeyo ’jitam almidrah 

(Metre : Upaglti.) 


[Barstow, 1892.] 
PL XIII, 11. 
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No. 

Wt 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. . 

i Reverse. 

220 

125-0 

Af *75 

nugxFjFitEcD] 

frJEnXtr^ 





[Cunningham, 1894.] 

221 

124*5 

. Vf ■: 

N -8 

*l*f f2J^XFjq[EcD] 





3 n [- E]nxup 

^ [Prinsep, 1847.] 




c s 

PL XIII. 12. 




P.E., i, PI. XXIII. 30, p. 281 ; 1889, p. 102. 

222 

124*7 

M -75 

^1^5 2JgXF|FjE[dU 

qEn[Xim 





o 

[Cunningham, 1 894.] 

223 

125*5 

M -75 

q,R f2igxqFjE[co 

^EnXIXg 




! (p [— ^JXIXV. 

[Marsden, MLIX.] 




s 

PL XIII. 13. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 102. 

224 

124*0 

N -8 

[|]2J§XFiFlECU 





£E CJUEnXLT^: 

[EL Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PL XIII. 14. 

225 

124*6 

\N -75 

[*1^] riT]gXFiqEcU 

Inscription double-struck. 




I ill 

[Purchased, 1893.] 

- 

126*8 

N -8 

q,^ftroxFjqEcu [ u 

[ v JEnXtf[5] 




~~ u ]nXW|: 

o 

[Lucknow Museum.] 





i;.V; ' PL XIII. 15. 


; 


Mirzapur hoard ; A T .<7., 1910 

p. 408, no. 39, PI. XIV. 17. 



KCJMAEAGUPTA 1 


King to 1. ; different legend, 


King on horseback as in pre- 
ceding variety, but riding to 
L, holding bow in r. hand; 
sword visible on 1. side. 


Goddess seated L as before, 
feeding peacock and holding 
lotus in 1. hand; border of 
dots. 


(A jitamahendrah) 


{Guptakulamalaccmdro make - 
ndrakarmajito jayati) 

(Metre: Upagiti.) 


This coin is figured in Ouseley ? s Oriental Collections , ii, 
p. 425, PL 3 with the 4 Couch 5 coin of Candragupta II 
(no. 102 above); of. also J.A.S.U., 1884, p. 194, PL III. 13; 
J.1LA.S 1889, p. 104, PI. II. 14. 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 


[Purchased, 1902.] 
PL XIII. 17. 
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corns OF THE aiTPT A DYNASTY 


2To. 

Wfc. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

229 

123-8 

N -8 

f\,t}^ 2 jxzi er g x 

*JE:nXlXg 




LTJf XEnEci! R " 

PL XIII. 18. 




J.A.8.B., 1884, p. 194; 

J.1LA.S ., 1889, p. 104. 

230 

CO 

CSi 

00 

[r^t||2jX2J]-- w - w - 

A 

frJEnXLCn 

[Purchased, 1867.] 


i 


; ; ^ /&/</. 

: 


123-6 

00 

r^“ wu ‘J 5 xugfx 

E^EdU a 

qEnXlT[|] 

[Lucknow Museum.] 





PL XIII. 19. 




Mirzapur hoard ; iVX r ,, 1910 

, p«* 407, no. 38, PL XIV. 16. 


■7 


Lion-slayer Type. 

. 



King standing r., wearing 
waistcloth with sash floating 
behind and jewellery, shooting 
lion, which falls backward on 
r. from leap, with bow in L 
hand, r. drawn behind head. 

Goddess (Ambika - Laksmi), 
nimbate, seated facing on lion 
couch ant i\, holding fillet in 
outstretched r. hand and lotus 
in 1. hand or lotus only ; bor- 
der of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 




Legends vary on different 
varieties. 

( &rl-Mahendrasihhah) 

or IjCj^XUg: 





( Sinhamahendrah ) 


RUMARAOXJPTA' I 
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No. 

Wfc. 

Metal. 

Size. 

■ 

Obverse. 

■ - Reverse. j 




! 

v Var. a. ;;.j 

[Vi^v 

i 

; \ 7 - 


As above. 

Legend incomplete, possibly 
(beginning on r.) 

The lotus in the goddesses 1. 
arm is treated like a cornu- 
copiae ; head of lion to front. 

[: 17.1 ■' 




23 ■> n 

gxii|*jqp 





(, Srl-llaliendrasinhah ) 




( SaJcsad iva [ Narasinho] sin- 
liamakmd.ro jayaty-aniiam) 
(Metre : Upaglti.) 


231 

125-5 

Af ^ *75 

&f,eor t E^xtrg 




: y: ; v;, 

rq-j 

: Tm W 

[Purchased, 1393.] 





PI. XIV. 1. 

232, 

'$■ 

127*5 

M *8 

AFJ 

[Presented by Vincent A. 

Smith, Esq.] 





PI. XIV. 2. 

233 

113*0 
( much , 
wont) 

M *75 

Traces of [EdJj^j on 1- 

Head of lion to r. 





[H. Nelson “Wright, 1910.] 





Pl. XIV. 3, 

234 

127*3 ! 

N -75 


Head of lion to r. 


iifii-. : :v 


EcU^A F| 

ip If^Ss 



i ■ ■ 


[Purchased, 1908.] 





PL XIV. 4. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 



Metal, 

Size. 


Reverse 


Obverse. 


Head of lion to r. 


[Barsfcow, 1892.] 

Pi xiv, 5 . 


J.R.AJB., 1893, p. 122, PI. III. 7 


As preceding. 


[Goddess seated facing on lion 
| couch ant with head to r.. 
holding lotus with leaves in 
outstretched r. hand, half 
reclining on 1. arm which rests 
on knee. 

No symbol. 


Legend 


|*U*jEnxb|[:]$Sq gxisfjjajqp 

(Sri-Mahendrasinhah) 

{lisUipatir aj itamakendmh 
Kumdragupto divarh jay all ) 

(Metre : Upaglti.) 


j gXUgAJEjp 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
Pi XIV. 0. 


[237 125*3 W 


gxttjiurn 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1911.] 
Pi XIV. 7. 



K.UMABAGUPTA I 


Metal, 

Size, 


Reverse, 


Obverse, 


[Indian Museum.] 
Pi. XIV. S. 


Goddess seated facing on lion 
as in var. /3 , but bolding lotus 
in uplifted 1. band and fillet 
in outstretched r. band ; border 
of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 


As preceding. 


Legend uncertain, possibly 

uJ2£ecu* ^ 

(Kumar agupto vijayl sinka- 
malmidro divam jayati) 

(Metre: Upagiti) 


$ * *«ixW 3 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
, PL XIV. 9. 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 


(much 

worn) 


[St. Petersburg.] 


White King, Gat , no. 5423 



80 


COIHS OF THE 'GUPTA DYNASTY 



Obverse. 


As preceding. 
Legend 


r v , no 


Yar. 8. 


Goddess seated as in var. y 3 
but resting 1. hand on knee, 
and lion’s head is to front. 
Symbol on 1. 




(Emnaragiqito t/mlhi sinha- 
vikkramah) 

(Metre : VaiMasthavila.) 


(Sin h amahendra k ) 


f*TWI a w . ■ [wji^xL 5 

X ' [II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 


PI. XIV. 10. 


[OHW [WJC^Xtx^ 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910,] 


PL XIV. II. 


jxiatjixio 3 

[Indian Museum,] 
Pl. XIV, 12. 

/. M. Cat., i, p. 114, no. 36, Pi. XVI. 5. 

• 

There is another specimen of this variety (symbol ; wt. 
122*7 gr.) in Mr. WYE. M. Campbell’s collection. 



Metal 
, Size, 


Reverse. 


Obverse. 


As preceding, but As preceding, but 

ajtcxlsg: 


(Swihamahen dr ah) 


£ From Lucknow 


Tiger-slayer Type. 

King to L, wearing waistcloth, Goddess standing 1. in lotus 
jewellery, and head-dress, plant (?), holding lotus with 
shooting tiger which falls long stalk behind her in 1. 
backwards on L, with bow hand and feeding peacock with 
held in r. hand, L hand draw- fruit in r. hand ; border of 
ing string of bow ; his r. foot dots, 
tramples on tiger. Symbol on 1. 

Crescent - topped standard 
bound with fillet on L 

fx |tt|ci2JLlfjx: ^xjrL'^ofE 

( ferwiam Vydglirabalapard- ( Kumaragiqrto ’dhiraja) 

kkramah) 


Var. a. Without hi in field. 

gignzJU ijt|’ “ j «#> | ^Tntj0fi£ 

[Pres, by Major R. C, Temple, 
1892.] 

PI. XIV. 14. 


243 127-3 \N -8 


a v.iU i ’ \\ i 1 



COINS' OF ' TIIEUFIJPTA DYNASTY 


Mar. B, With ku in field. 

|. 

; As preceding, with addition of As preceding. 

) surmounted by crescent 
beneath 1. arm. 




ts fX|q^8jE 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910/ 

PL XIV. 15. 


fji 




t x FlV°I E 

[In the Hon. Mr. R. Burn’s 
collection.] 

PL XIV. 16. 


If £ 


t^awn 

[ Lucknow Museum.] 
PL XIV, 17, 
pur hoard ; W.O., 1910, p. 407, PL XIV 15. 


ift* gignuuxjtx] ii£; 


the lotus-flower is differ- 
ently treated on coins 
with tills symbol. 


Imw 


[Cunningham, 1894. 



KUMARAGUFTA I 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

. Size. 

Obverse. 

Eeverse. 

246 

120-2 

A T -8 

gx gigntrdjjn 

S IxjrmtfE 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 




Same dies as preceding. 





PI. XV. 2. 

247 

126*1 

N *8 

f]X gaj[D2TLJj]J[X] 

^ tWfE 

[I. O. C., 1882.] 





PI. XV. 3. 




Probably Bharsar hoard; 1852, p. 397, no. 1: 

1884, p. 194, PL IV. 32; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 108, 

P'Vi 



PL III. 5. 



1 26*3 

L; L ■ ; 

N -8 

l; 

[fj]X £ttj02JLljJ[X] 

[Indian Museum.] 





PI. XV. 4. 


! 


I. M. Gat., i, p. 114, no. 36 (PL XVI. 4), ‘from Ayodhya,’. 


Bi 


COWS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wi 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

• Reverse. 

■’ VV " V' 




Peacock Type. j 


! ■ ; 

^ Var. <X. j 



King, aim bate, standing L, 

Kiirttikeya, nimbate, three- 


: ! : 

wearing waistcloth with long 

quarters to L, riding on liis 



sashes and jewellery, feeding 

peacock Paravan-i, holding 


: v>i 

peacock from bunch of fruit 

spear in 1. hand over shoulder 


; : ■■ v | ■ .■■■■ : '5 V , 

held in r. hand, 1. hand behind 

(iakti-dhara), with r. hand 



him. 

sprinkling incense on altar on 



Legend uncertain and incorn- 

r. (?) ; the peacock stands on 


0V ■ 'v'; 'I 

plete; it begins 

a kind of platform ; border 



,:p, 


of dots. 

No symbol. 



V 

(Jayati avabhumau gunarcm), 
followed bv five more ‘charac- 

x“3f k T : 



ters ou r,, and ends 

( Mi ahmdrakumdrahj 



|Scj: 




on 1. 


248 

128-4 

zV -8 

On r. EcU^^[- rtn| 

ntx3|xn 




on i. 3 5 xj 

[Pres, by F. M. Lind, Esq.] 





pl xv. 5. 




■f.A.SJi., 1884, p. 195, PI. IV. 1 ; J.li.A.S., 1889, 




p. 105, PI. III. 1. 

249 

126-8 

A7 -8 

On r. traces of inscription ; 

r~3r w J 




on i. 3 |XJ 

[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





. PI. XV, 0. 

250 

126-5 

AT -8 

Onr. r-^J^nr^Zsf 

[xjb3|x T 




followed by six more char- 

[Nathan. 1868.] 




aeters. 

PL XV. 7. 




1884, p. 195: 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 105. 



K.UMABAGTJPTA I 


Metal, 

Size, 


Reverse 


Obverse, 


nsfxy 


'followed by six more char 
acters, 


1893.1 


ni*5fxj 

[Pres, by R. Taylor, Esq, 
1893.] 

PI, XV. 9. 

1893, p. 121. 


252) 128-3 N *75 Ob r 


5 Onr.[— [XLC]3|[XJJ 

followed by live more char- [Cunningham, 1894,] 

acters. _ _ 


From Allahabad*; JJLA.ti., 1889, p. 105. 


127*6 \M 


E]cu?j^[^-]ri2i|rj 


[St. Petersburg.] 
PL XV. 11. 

There are two other specimens of this variety in St. Peters- 
burg and three in the Indian Museum (Cat., i, nos. 30-2). 


■" ■■ ■ . ■ ■ . " , 


■■ 8 . ,v ■ 


COt NS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


«r Metal. ; 

No ' Wt - Size. 


Reverse. 


V r ar. /j. 

Similar to var. a, but king Is Similar, but Karttikeya and 
stooping slightly, bis r. band peacock facing to front: bor- 
is empty and 1. rests on hip : der of dots, 
peacock facing to front. No symbol. 

xb 3 |xj: 

( MahendrakwnaraK) 


254 126-0 \N -8 On r. [ 




1“3W 


followed by six illegible char- 
acters. 


[1.0. C., 1882.] 


PL XV. 12. 


Bharsar board; J.A.S.B . , 1852, p. 397, no. 3, PL XII. 7 ; 
JA.S3. y 1884, p. 195, PL IV. 2 ; 1889, p. 105, 

PL III. 2. 


255 132-7 A? 75 Oni%EcUS^^q,Zrpj|L^ tC35X|] 


[Pres, by R. Taylor, Escp, 
1893.] 


PL XV. 13. 


JM.AX, 1893, p. 12 1, PI. III. 9. 


256 127.8 \M 


-75 Onr. [ECU^^'J 


followed by six illegible char- 
acters. 


[X]if3$xj 

[Cimningham, 1894.] 


PL XV. 14. 


4 Prom Allahabad J ; JJLA ,S., 1889, p. 105. 

There are three specimens of this variety in St. Petersburg, 
and two in the Indian Museum {Cat., i, nos. 33, 34). 





kumakagupta I 


87 


Motu 1. 
Size, 


N *71 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


; Pratapa ? Type. 


Male figure, wearing long 
loose robe, with arms on breast 
(in juanamuclra attitude), 
standing facing; on bis 1. 
female figure to r., wearing 
long loose robe and helmet, 
with shield on 1. arm, and 
holding out r. hand (closely 
resembling Minerva); on his 
r. a female figure wearing 
long loose robe, standing 1., 
holding out r. band and resting 
1. on hip ; the two latter appear 
to be addressing the central 
figure; Garu da standard be- 
hind central figure. 

On either side of central figure 


ek 




£ <* \midra guptali) 


Goddess (Laksmx) seated facing 
on lotus, holding lotus in up- 
iifted r. hand and resting 1. 
on knee ; border of dots. 


(Sn-Prcitapak) 


^ on L 

gtjAu: 

[Pres, by J. H. Rivett- 
Carn ac, Esq., 1884.] 

PL XV. 15. 


A long marginal inscription, 
of which only the lower parts 
of the letters remain on the 
flan, 

Proe, A.S.R, 1883, p. 144; J.E.A.R, 1889, p. 109, 

pi. ni. 4. 

No satisfactory explanation can yet be given of the obverse 
type of this piece, which is still unique ; it seems to be 
restruck on another, perhaps non-Indian, coin ; between the 
X and J of Kmnara may still be seen what looks like II 
in Roman numerals ; a portion of the original type may also 
be seen below the of gupta and below the shoulders of the 
figure on the right ; the central figure is Indian in style, while 
the two others are quite foreign. 



COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Obverse. 


Elephant-rider Type. 


King holding goad in r. hand, LaksmI standing facing on 
seated on elephant which ad- lotus liower, grasping stalk of 
vances L ; behind him is seated lotus growing beside her in 
an attendant holding chattra her r. hand and holding lotus 
over him. flower in 1. arm ; uncertain 

object (vase?) on 1. ; border 
of dots. 

No symbol. 


75 Traces of uncertain inscription, Inscription uncertain, perhaps 
which perhaps begins Ksiti- ends gqja. 

\pati\ on I. 

11 ■ J *m Ytr TO 


/. M. Cat., i, p. 315, no. 38 (PL XVI. 7). This coin was 
found at Mahan ad a in Bengal with an Archer coin of Kumara- 
gupta I and an Archer coin of Skandagupta (Proe. 

1882, pp. 91, 104), so that the attribution to Kumuragupta I 
is probable. 






KUMARAOUFTA I 


89 


Metal. 

Size. 


At -6 


At .6 


At *0 


At »5 


Obverse and . Reverse. . 


Silver Coins. 

Classes I-III : Western Provinces. 

■■■■; Class I. 

Var. a. 

Ohv . Bust r., as on silver coins of Candragupta II and later 
coins of the Western Ksatrapas. 

On 1. 2SH [vars(e)] but without trace of date. 

On r. degraded copies of Greek letters. 

[Rev, Garuda standing facing with outspread wings; below, 
KJO or Qu ; above, on r., cluster of seven dots ; 
border of dots. 

Inscr. around (beginning III) 

iJjv^ri izu*yi£[:] 

(Far am abhagavata-mahamjadhiraja-Sri- Kumaragupta - 
Mahendradityah) 


Ohv. 

II Oj[ 


V - w EO j 

PI. XVI. 1. [Da Cuillia, 1904.] 


Ohv. [fill] 

Her. yjx^ri -]jE0jE^t;^J r LM^ lr 3^ 

PL XVI. 2. [Da Cunlia, 1904.] 

Ohv. Hu i. ; 

Rev. Lljv^rj^virjE0jE^vjri,tfVir3Z| 
PI. XVI. 3. [Da Cufiha, 1904.] 

Oh'. OHu ' : 

Rev. yjv^riaAxir[— ijE^vjri,^vir3i| 

ri: ; fjs- a vS? La a S]: ; 1 [Bhagvanlal, 1889.]' 
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No. 


282 


Wfc, 


Metal. 

-Size.' 


Obverse and Reverse. 


263 


264 


265 


266 


267 


268 


33*5 Al *6 : ()bv. %j HO 

/, vr. yj^r WUW_ JJE0JE^ 

| PI. XVI. 4. [Bbagvftnlal, 1880.] 

24-1 .11 -7 j obv. rfdj; wOHC 

/lev. yjvf WVVJW - — '■'jj E 

PI. XVI. 5. [Bird, 1854.] 


25*3 


30*2 


31*9 


26-7 


31*9 


M * 35 ; obv. nulHOC 

Rev. UjXi ^F| &K]XUJEQJE^X]r^XU$ 

[Bhagviinlal, 1889. 


Al *55 


Obv. uhHIO 

Rev. UJ[— — . 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PI. XVI. 6. 


Al *6 | Obv. Traces of Greek letters. 


i It * 5 o 


Al * 3 


>virjEOjE^^jrL^r- w -^] 

[Cunningham. 1894.] 


Obv. UIHO 

Rev. dj-JZ^rj &A30TJ EOJEFJ^ ^jq,^[ w “ w -$] 

[Bird, 1854.] 


Obv. wHOI 
lief. Uj[ w -' JJJV ' 


[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 
PL XVI. 7. 


KUMA RAGTJ.PT A I 


91 




270 


271 


272 


273 . 


2 74 


Wt. 

Metal 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

1 

lj 30*4 

t,y,: 

M *6 

h ' 'V\ 

06 ®. wOIHOw 

J&p. LlJ3Z^q 

[Pres. by Dr. J. Burgess, 1888.] 

PI. XVI. 8. 

28-5 

i .■ :■ 

I ■ 

/E *55 

Obv. hlHO 

Rev. - - - - - -j A VITJ EOJ EfJ-f; VJ 

Pi. XVI. 9. [Cunningham, 1894. ] 

29*5 

Al *55 

Obv. oc 

Rev. [LijxirjaftxirjEOjE^xj 

v [Cunningham, 1894.] 

31*8 

Al *55 

Ob,. UHO*-» on 1. 

ll.,. “““-J]EojE^S£jri,t} L “- u -g] 

[Pres, by Dr. Burgess, 1888.] 

PI. XVI. 10. 

30*6 

Al *5 

Obv. IwHOI 

Rev. LlJX^Xia^-XLTJEOJE^VJIXtlVir^ 

[Steuart, 1853.] 

29*2 

2R *55 

Obv. OH 

Rev. d j^ r — jtrjEojE^xjrixfr- 3i^] 

[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 

33*1 

M -55 

Obv. 0\J 

Rev. JinifiAXlTJEOJE^ 

[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


275 ! 



COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal 

8ize. 


Obverse and Reverse. 


J. Burgess, 1890, 


jEOjE^vjq,^Yir| 

[Da Cunlia, 1904.] 


it ■ 

[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


jjEnjE^xja^ir 

[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


Rev. Uj^qa«[Vii‘j 


Rev. Ujv^riaA[’ 


PL XVI. 11. [Bliagvanlal, 1889.] 


JA-SOTJEOJE^t^Ja^ 

[Pres, by Dr. .T. Burgess, 1888.] 


llZlTJEOJE^^Jt 1 !^] 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


jaA^UJEOJE^^J] 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 



KUMARAGUPTA - 1 


Obverse and Reverse. 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


The following coins, 287-295, have defective legends. 


[Pres, by Dr. J. Burgess, 1888.] 

Pl. XVI. 16. 


Obv. uHO on L 

Rev. [LJj^— ]«JEOJ^[t"jri^] 


jjgjewjj 


Obv. Traces of Greek letters. 

Rev . dj^ria^oj^ 


[Dr. J . Burgess, 1890.] 


rjj V-qq VOJ *11 VJ [Dr. J. Burs 


94 


COINS OP THE GTJPTA DYNASTY 


No. Wt 


Obverse and Kever.se. 


'293j 31-6 -5 Rev. [Uj ' 


iirjEOj^vjj^-^j 

[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


1294: 31*1 E *55j Uei\ [ 


„ fWVV - W W KJ U v 


[Dr. 3. Burgess, 1890.] 


PL XVI. 17. 


|295j 31*7 .E «5 j ffwL [' 


UWU~IJ wuo — w - 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


; Var. p. 

I Obv. Bust of king r. as before ; traces of Greek letters. 

| Rev. Garuda standing facing ; cluster of seven dots *V* above 

on r. ; border of dots. 

Inscr. (beginning III) 

o^^f|EojEgtkj r lM^i^5t : ) 

(ParamaMdgavata^maJiara^idhirdja'&'l-Kumdragupta-- 
Make n dr Mi tya h) 

% 296 32*0 ill *6 Obv. OHOHCO on r. 

Rev. Q%j beneath Garuda. 

uj^rj oa^ij EojE^‘8’j[ru i ^r -§- w j 

[Pres, by Dr. J. Burgess, 1888.] 


297 28*3 M *55 Obv HOHO on 1. 

Rev, Uj^^iqOL 


PI. XVI. 18. 


U \J — W 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


Pl. XVI. 19. 




it - I • is l . ■ 


KUMARAGT7PTA. X 


95 



Metal, 

''■•Size,'.' 


Obverse and Reverse, 




[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


rjsr>Tr| oaitu-j 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890, 


Uj-s-^r] o^-arttj 


Uj^r-qrj o[ 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890.] 


Var. y. 

Oln\ As in var. j3. 

Rev. Closely resembles var. /? in style, but inser. (beginnin; 
III) has 3£ for H> and A for Q. 


[Dr. J. Burgess, 1890 


304 29*1 M *5 Rev. Seven dots below instead of above on r. 

Uj ^-nrri 

>.^:A:..; ; A : ' V ;V;.v . [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 



COINS m THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse and : Reverse. 


Uj3£^rjaAM!jE0[jE 


Class II, 


Obv. Head r. as before, but without Greek letters or date. 

Rev, Garuda standing facing, rudely executed ; without cluster 
of dots above or Ou below ; border of dots. 

Inscr. (beginning II) 

uj v^q a*j t SjEfjt 

(Pdramabhagavata-m^ Sri-ICumaraguptar 
Mahendradityah) 

Her. L]j^qfiAJEOJE^VjaH^3*5 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 
Pl. XVI. 24. ' 


Uj^rj a*jE0jEg^jry^ig££ 




tanning] 


dj^q ^jEojEm^jfLM^^S^ 

: [I - 1 

Pl. XVI. 25. 




KUMARAGUPTA X 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

■"Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

310 

25-4 

M *5 

Rev. With defective legend. 

Uj v^q w -]|i| 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

311 

30-0 

M *5 

Vai\ $. 

Obv . As in var. a. 

Rev. As in var. a, but inscription begins Bhctgavata in place 
of Para m a bhdg avata. 

loser, begins I (unless otherwise stated). 

Her. (X) ^q A*JE0JE[— 

PL XVI. 28. [Priasep, 1847.] 

312 

26-7 

Ai -5 

nei, ^q aajeoj E^ r w ~ w ^3^ i i 

\AAPP PI. XVI. 27. [Priasep, 1847.]! 

313 

29*2 

'' •kOk-VOd 

1 

ill *5 

Her. a^JEOJEf - ----- - ~]Z£ 

■ ' [i. o. c., issa.] 

314 

26-4 

Al -6 

Her. ^q AAJE0J[E -]jq,t| 

P1 - X VI. 28. [I.O.C., 1882.] 

315 

30-7 

M -5 

Rev. - — - - - - - - -jjq^-SZir^g 

d-d d d' ■ d ' ■ d dd ji. o. a, 1882.] 

316 

29*4 

ill *5 

Rev. [^qA^jEOjE^^jri^vip^i^ 

Pl. XVI. 29. [1.0. C., 1882.] 

317 

29-0 

ill *55, 

Rev. r™j]E0jE^^jri^tt[3£|] 
vVa, ■ [Da CuSha, 1904.] 




: ' ? V ^v.\ v. ■".■!; ‘ v".. ,■ '■.■■■k f ; : '< §1: 


8.8 


COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse, 

318 

30*0 

/II -55 

Tie*. 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

Pi. XVI. 30. 

319 

22*9 

/II *6 

/'*• ^jq^JEOJE^^I 

[Parkes Weber Gift, 1900.] 

320 

28*2 

/II -5 

Rev. aAjE0jE3rj(sic)E^ifjri^3ar3i^ 

[Bbagvanlal, 1889.] 




Class III. 


? ■ ' 

| ■; ■ » 

; ! 

' 

Var. a. M aharajadhiraja. 

ObiK Head r., with degraded Greek letters as before. 

Rev . Garuda standing facing with outspread wings as before, 
but more rudely represented. 

inscr. 

■■■A 

; 

(Param abhagavata-'maharajadMraja-Srl-Kima/nigupta- 

Mahendradityah) 

321 

30*9 

M *5 | 

Obv. uHuHu I.; HuH r. 

Rev. (X) oj-^^qaA^ijE0jE^-srjjqLt^3rT| 

Zh , [I. 0. C„ 1882.] 

c PI. XVII. 1. 

322 

:% 

29*0 

\JSi *5 

Obv. wHOH i. 

Rev. (XI) uj^ri aAYTjEOjEr w Uq^Tg 
Z£ [H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PI. XVII. 2. 



iiiHiiiijiiii 


KUMABAOUPTA I 


Obverse and Reverse 


HuHu r. 

(ni) ni^r]a«^TjEOjE^^jq,t^vT 

m [Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

■' PL XVII. 3, " 


OH i. 

an) U j Xr — - -jjEojE^^jn.^^! 

Zh [Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 


[Prinsep, 1847,] 


Ohv. OHOHV/ r 
Rev. (Ill) 


[I. 0. C., 1882.] 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 


(VIII) LTJ-^(sic)^q &AVTJE0JEU(sic)f^3£ 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 
PL XVII. 4. 


(viii) uj^r 


SEtytvjry**! 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





Metal. 

No - Wt - Size. 


COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Obverse and Reverse, 


329 26-5 At -5 Obv. OHaH 1 . 

liev. (Ill) OJVf 


]JE0E(sie)^3ZjrtT£-S£ 

[Cunningham, 1 894. j 


330 31-2 \M .£ 


•2 M *55 Rev, (III) UJV^rjZL^^IJEOE(sic)^VJITX^V | 

[Cunningham, 1894.]) 


PL XVII. 6. 


331 26-8 11 -55 Qbv. OHOH 1 . 

Rev. ; .UJ^qaAXTJEOJE^^Jll^^T|^ 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.J 


PL XVII. 7. 


Var. / 3 . Rcijddhiraja. 


Obv. As in var. a. 


Rev , As in var. a, but inscr . 1 

ujY^'q 

(Paramallidyavata-rdjadhiraja-^n-Kumaragujjta- 
Muhendradityah ) 

332 31-3 At -5 Hu 1. 

yto. uj^^riAAjEOjE^vjrL^^T|i| 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

PL XVII. 8 . 


333 33-0 At -5 Ok uHOH L; OHOH'*' r. 

Rev. (VIII) uj^qartjEajE^tYjri^^T^ 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 
■ , • PL XVII. 9. 

1 Beginning III unless otherwise stated. 





K U M A K AG U FT A I 


Metal 

..Size, 


Obverse and Reverse, 


[WHO] r. 

ujx^qar 


Obv. UHw r. 

/lev. UJ v^q a*jEOjE^ vjq,*j[ 
PL XVII. 10. I 


m OHOH r. . ■ 

llcv. (VIII) UJV^q&*JEOJE^Vr~^Hg£| 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 


uj^q &*je[ojef^ vjq,t£3qg£g 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 


Rev. uj^^q^jEOjE^^jri^^TI^ 

PI. XVII. 11. [Bliagvanlal, 1889.] 

obv. OHO I- ^mM0§B§WBM iilSilllll 

Rer. ujv^q aAjEOjEf^jqx^igzg 

Pl. XVII. 12. [Prinsep, 1847.] 


Obv. OHOHO r. 

Rev. (IV) UJ^qaftJEOJEFftXrt 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size, 

: Obverse and fieverse. 

342! 

32-4 

M .6 

Obv. OH 1. . . 

i!"-. (tv) oj-yr^rj -]qtj^t§££ 

PL XVII, 13. [I. 0. C„ 1832.] 

343 

29*9 

zR *55 

iuv. a*jEajEF3^jqt£VT|2£ 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

344 

28*3 

ill *5 

Rev, UJ^F] iSAJEOJE^^jr^t 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVII. 14. 

345 

29.6 

zR *5 

Rev. U] AAJEOJE^ 

[Cunningham, 1894."] 

346 

29-9 

/R *55 

Rev. UJ^qAAJEOJE^f 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

347 

31-6 

M *55 

Rev. uj a*jr ----- - 

; ■ • ■ ' [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

348 

31*5 

Ai *5 

Obv. OHO 1.; OHO r. 

Rev. UJY^r|a«JE0JE^^jq,l^^T|25 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

PL XVII. 15. 

349 

30*8 

M .5 

Rev. UJY^rjaftJEOJE^r' 

[I. 0. C„ 1882.] 
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No, 

WL 

Metal, 
Size. ■ 

Obverse and Reverse. 

350 

31*2 

M -u 

Ohc. OHu 1 ; HO r. 

Rev. UJ SZ^q AAJEOJE^ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PI. XVII. 16. 

351 

31*3 

Al -55 

obv. OHO 1. 

Rev. UJ 3Z^q aajEOjEF^ vjqAf^Igzg 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

PI. XVII. 17. 

352 

28*7 

/B *55 

Obv. OHO i. 

Her. (IV) uj^qr^-— 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

353 

32*0 

M *5 

Obv. HO r. 

Rev. uj v^q aAjEOjE^vjrt^ 

PI. XVII. 18. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

354 

31*0 

M *6 

Obv. HO r. 

i lev. if^vjrytpqgzg 

[Parkes Weber Gift, 1906.] 

PI. XVII. 19. 

355 

33*0 

M *5 

Obv. OHOHO 1. 

Rev. UJ v^q a*JE0jE*3f vj[qt£ — g " g] 

PI. XVII. 20. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

356 

32*4 

*5 

Obv. OHOHO r. ' 

Rev. ~ 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908,] 


■ 

: .4 

; 

S' 


1 

i 

I 


■■ -i 

jll 

1 


fill >i v wi 


' " k ■ \ 


:-®ii 

(&M 


ptpirfp^: 
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No, 

Wf, 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

357 

27-3 

*11 *5 

Obv. OHOHOH r 

Her. UJ Yf w w "JOfEOJE^ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] ' 

PL XVII. 21. 

358 

32-3 

M *5 

ner. uj^q &«jEajE^3Zjri^^T|2^ 

[I. O. C„ 1882.] 

350 

32.0 

zB *55 

Obv. OHO 1.; OHO r. 

Rev. UJ SfijEU ----- rt|t|VT|2^ 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

360 

30*4 

Al -5 

Obv. OHOHO r. 

Rev. r-]^qa*jE0jE^-tfjq, 

PI. XVII. 22. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

361 

31-8 

M *6 

Obv. OHOHO r. | 

Rev. UJ^qSAJE0JE^XJa^[T§*£l j 

: P- °- c - 1882.] 

*362 

32*5 

.'1 

IB. *5 

r^. r-j^qaAjEajE^XJOV* 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PI. XVII. 23. 

363 

30-8 j 

CD - 

1 

Obv. HOH r. 

Rev. [UJY]^q AAJEOJE^V [I- o. C„ 1882.] 

364 

28-0 

M -5 

Obv. OHO r. 

Rev. UJ Y^q AAJEOJE^r ~ w ~ w 
■ PI. XVII. 24. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal, 

Size. 

| : : ■ 

Obverse and Reverse, 

365 

31*4 

ill *5 

obv. HOH 

iuv. ^ « w - w « « — « — xjqxj'sqgzg 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

366 

32*5 

M *5 

Rev. uj^qaKjEOjE^j^qq^-sqgz^ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

367 

30-2 

M *5 

Rev. UJ iAJEOJEr 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

368 

32*2 

iii *5 

[; ■ 0-v 

The following coins, 368-84, of this variety have defective 
legends. 

obv. nHOHnu 
r^, (vii) ujr— 

PL XVII. 25. [I. O. C., 1 882.] 

369 

30*7 

\M .5 

L l/V 
|r ;■ ;.vv: ; );■ v 

m HOHO 

Rev. ujvr^qaAjEOj^vj^vT^^ 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

370 

27*4 

/II *55 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. 

PI. XVII. 28. [Da C null a, 1904.] 

371 

31*0 | 

j® *5 j 

Obv. HOHO Wi§SS&SX2M llllllf 

Rev. uj V[^q aA]jE0j Fjr ~ '•'jq^xigsg 

. . PI. XVII. 27. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

372 

34*7 

M *5 

Obv. HO 1.; HO r. V) 

Rev. UJ ^q &AJ EOJ -J|2^ 

/ V :() V ,| V.'.:;)) [I. 0. 0., 1882.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

. Obverse and 'Reverse. 

373 

28-7 

M *5 

Rev. UJ Y^q fi*JE0J^ Yjrjr w ~ 

[I. 0. C., 1882,] 

374 

31*7 

H . ■ *5 

Obv. [HjO 

Rev. [ WWV “ OWW ]JEO^^JIT^;^[-]| 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

375 

31*8 

M *5 

Rev. [Cunningham, 1894.] 

376 

30*9 

JR *5 . 

Obv. uHwHu 1. ; HO r. 

Rev. ujY^rja«jE0j^Yjq,^;vT|2^ 

PL XVII. 28. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

377 

32*0 

fllpll 

j®. *5 

Obv. OHO 1.; H r. 

Rev. uj Y^rj a«EG^ YjriAj Y?g££ 

[Pros, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

378 

32*8 

1:1 *65 

Obv. HO 1. 

Rev. UJY^rj AKJEOJFJ [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

379 

i 

32*5 

.M *5 

Obv. OHO i. 

Rev. (IX) UJY^JT] A*JF^ Yjq,tjYJ§££ 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

380 

32*3 

Ai *5 

Obv. OHOHO 1 

Rev. UJY^rjAAJEOJ^f — 

PL XVII. 29. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

381 

■■ ■ ■ • J 

,31-8 

" ' j 

11 *5 

Obv. OHOHO r. 

UJY^qA^JEJ^^JWj^] 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.]) 
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No. 

Wt, 

Metal 

Size. 

diverse and Eever.se, 

382 

29*4 

AX.. *5 

Ohr. OHO r. 

Her. UJ3^qaftJE0J^XJ*TM*n|*£ 

PL XVII. 30. [I. 0. C., 1882.] 

383 

28-7 

Al *55 

Ohr. OHOHO !• 

Rev. [— - — jJE0E^3fjq,^T[|] 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 

384 

; 

32*3 

i . V ./"V 

AX *55 

Rev. (VIII) 

2j5 [Cunningham, 1894.] 

e PL XVII. 31. 

Class IV. Central Provinces. 

Var. a. 

Obi\ Hoad of king to r. as on preceding silver coins ; date on 
r. in JBralimi numerals; no trace of Greek legends. 

: tier. Peacock standing facing ’with head to 1., wings and tail 
' outspread; uncertain object, probably lotus-flower, 

on L ; border of dots. 

Legend (beginning XII) 

*i n jr\ * *xr n . n 

a Ena <sijn[:]|X|ru^ z&ei/k 

( VijUavanir a vanipati(Ji) Kumaraguplo divam jaijciti) 

(Metre : Upagiti.) 

385 

31*4 

AX *65 

Ohr. L*l,]-<nJ 

See. &En&*J&*L]?i[ w “ w “jJf&ME j/?i 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 129. 

PI. XVIII. 1. [Purchased, 1878.] 

38 6 

30-2 

M *55 

Obv. [“ -CJnJ • 

Rev. {— A*|^y^x|ry^za[E'"^] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 2. 


COINS OP THE GUPTA. DYNASTY 


108 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

387 

29'0 

■ 

■ . , ; 

M *6 

Obv. [~ <n}j 

Rev. 

[EL Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

388 

31*7 

.11 -55 

oh-. fje= 

Rev. W ~~ W 1EiA 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 3. 

389 

. " ■ 

25-6 

f 

M *6 

Rev. aEna^|a*d^[|X|qjtJ]2ZSEiI/« 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

PL XVIII. 4. 

390 

30*3 

iE *55 

Rev. [ZSEnfi]aijaaidn|X|ITj^eZS[E^n] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

Pl. XVIII. 5. 

Tar /L 

Obv. As in var. a. 

Rev. As in var. a , but with three dots in place of lotus-flower. 

391 

28*5 

-E *55 

Obv. Traces of date. 

Rev. [ w u " u <J>|]&*Ll n|X|qj^eSEi/[o] 

[BbagvanliU, 1889.] 

PI. XVIII. 6. 

392 

31*1 

E *55 

Rev. AERa*j[&aUn$Y]]ruk2aEa/* 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 7. 



KTJMABAGUPTA I 


l69 


No. 

Wt. 

MotaL 

'Size*''.'': 

Obverse and Reverse. 




Var. y. 

Obi\ As in var. a. 

Rev . As in var. a, but field empty. 

393 

31-2 

M *6 

Oil.. [- -«] 

av. [aEn]£*ja*U%5qrh%2aE.i/[*] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 9. 

394 

31*0 

A S 

Oil’. [~]-W 

Rev. [ ow_vwww !*LlS|X|r|j [Cunningham, 1894.] 

395 

30*7 

■ 

j 

yll *55 

. 

:: 

oil.. Liien 

Rev. SEnaai|aaiLln5X}rX|tiZfiE<I/« 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 8. 

396 

36*2 

iB *55 

Obv. Traces of date. 

Rev. fiEn£*|&&[Li ~ w ]qjBf 2 AEaA 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XVIII. 10. 

39?: 

33*8 

A *55 

A*«-. &En&*j&*Uo|[Xjr^e&E-i/?i 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

398 

25*6 

/B *55 

oir. ney 

aw. r w - w ^" ,w ]*yo|xj J aj^2aEr w ] 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PI. XVIII. 11. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Eeverse. 

399 

32* 1 

M *55 

Obv. Traces of date. 

Rm nfXjrytJ £ AEd/[n] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PI. XVIII. 12. 

400 

31*9 

JS -55 

Rev. SEria[*|^ailJ]n|k|ru'lG2ziEI/S 

[Bhagvanliil, 1889.] 

401 

27-0 

At -55 

Rev. aEn[aai|Zi]^LJ^fX|ry^2AE3/S 

[Bliagvanlal, 1889.] 

PI. XVIII. 13. 

402 

22*8 

M *6 

'{plated) 

Rev. y w - w ]*J&*tA$5qr ~]2&EJ/n 

SSvRRfyM [H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 

PI. XVIII. 14. 

!: Var. 3. 

403 

27*4 

'M> *55 

| Obv. As in var. a~y, but different fabric. 

Rev. As in var. y, but with margin between border of dots 
and legend, which begins at X and reads dim 
for divam. 

■ H O -V ■: .Oi V' : ■■ ■■■ -StV t\ f\ ;: W O ; 

Rev. <3 En& A|ZL<JilJo|X|rLtj i ZEl/n 

[Purchased, 1902.] 

PL XVIII. 15. 



KUMARAGUPTA I 


1X1 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 




Class V. Silver-plated coins. 

Valabln fabric. 

Obv. Head r. as befox*e ; traces of Greek letters. 

Rev. Garucla, very crudely represented, standing facing ; 
border of dots. 

Legend 

uj 3 zAr\ 

(Paramabhdgavata-rdj adhiraga-Srl-K umaragu$>ta- 
M ahendmdityaK) 

404 

30-4 

M -45 
{plated) 

obv. HO 

Rev. LIJ ‘JZ’^Tr"] S^JEOJE [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

pi. xviii. le, ■ : 

405 

35-9 

M -45 
( plated ) 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. r — — — - 

PI. XVIII. 17. [Bliagyanlal, 1889.] 

406 

31*8 

M -4 
( plated ) 

Obv. HO 

Rev. — 

[Bliagyanlal, 1889.]; 

407 

23*7 

M -4 
(plated) 

Rev. UJ a[ v, — o— 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] ! 

PI. XVIII. 18. 

408 

! 28*3 

M -45 

Obv. OHOH 

Rev. [™~ www ]JE0JEf^3£jry^3£!§ 

PI. XVIII. 19. [Bliagyanlal, 1889.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

409 

25-5 

M -4 

Obv. H 

Rev. - -JOJE^ 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

410 

26-6 

M -45 

jb«. 

PL XVIII. 20. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

411 

34*3 

JE *45 

Rev. OJV^Trj [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

412 

33*5 

M -45 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

PL XVIII. 21. 

413 

22*6 

M -35 

Rev. 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

Pl. XVIII. 22. 

414 

29*3 

M -4 

Ofo?. OH on 1. 

to. uj 3J[— - v — ^ ^ 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

415 

28*4 

M -45 

r-jwi 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

Pl. XVIII. 23. 

416 

29*5 

M -45 

. ’■ - : ■■ ' ' v 

Rev. [^ - v — 3ZJjq,X^VT| 

PL XVIII. 24. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 
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No. Wt. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


Copper Coins. 

Type I. 

King standing L, wearing Garuda with, outstretched 
waistcloth and jewellery, 1. wings standing facing, 
hand on hip, apparently r 

throwing incense on altar with fXTriy*. (Kumdragujptah) 
r. hand. 




[Bodleian, no. 751.] 


■N. C., 1891, PL II. 15, p. 64. 


Type II. 


Altar ; border of dots. 
{Sri-Ku) 


— je -65 g$ 


Goddess (Laksmi) seated on 
lion couchant r. ? facing, hold- 
ing cornucopiae in 1. arm and 
lotus (?) in r. hand ; border of 
dots. 

[Indian Museum.] 
PL XVIII. 25. 


/. M. Cat , i, p. 120, no. 3, PL XVII. 2. 


\M *65 


JFj'l [St. Petersburg.] 

PL XVIII. 26. 

A third specimen of this rare coinage was published as 
a Hun coin by Vincent Smith in his paper on 4 White Hun 
Goins from the Panjab ’ (J.B. A. S. } 1907, p. 96, no. 1 on Plate); 
he wrongly read the inscription &rl To> and ascribed it 
to Toramana. 
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No. 

Wfc. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 




SKANDAGUPTA, A. D. 455 -c. 480. 




Issues on old standard 132 grains. 




Archer Type. 




King standing L, nimbate, as 

Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 




on preceding Archer types, 

seated facing on lotus, holding 




holding bow in 1. and arrow 

fillet in outstretched r. hand 




in r. hand. 

and lotus in L, which rests on 




Garuda standard bound with 

knee. 




fillet on 1. 

Symbol on 1. 




Beneath 1. ami {Skanda) 

l 





Legend incomplete ; 

(Srt-SJcandaguptah) 


■ 


on r. Eil^XlTnU 





( Jayati mah(i)tala(m) ) 





on 1. f-J 0 <3^ (sudhanvl) 


417 

130*2 

N *75 

n n 

E3J [n] on r. ; fjO ^ on 1. 





E (ja) between feet. 

If 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PI, XIX. 1. 




< From Ghazipur ? i, PL XXIX. 18 (?) ; J.A.S.B . , 1884, 




p. 198; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 112. 

418 

130*1 

N *75 

E2J on 1. ; fjO ^ no 1. 






[Brind, 1859.] 





PL XIX. 2. 




J.A.S.B., 1884, p. 198; 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 112. 

419 

129*5 

A *8 

[fi]0 ^ on 1. 





between feet. 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 





PL XIX. 3. 




Ibid. 



SKAHDAGTJPTA 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


1884, p. 198, PI. IV. 4; J.R.A.S., 188 9, 
p. 112, PL III. 7. 


132*0 \M 


J.&A.t S', 


132*3 LA7 -75! 


[St. Petersburg.] 


E between feet, 


Formerly in the Grant collection. 4 From Oudh%* J.A .S.JB. 
1884, p. 112; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 112. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Keverse. 




King and Laksmi Type. 




On L Skandagupta standing 

Goddess (Laksmi), nimbate, 




to i\, wearing waistcloth and 

seated facing on lotus, holding 




jewellery, holding bow by 

fillet in outstretched r. hand 




middle at his 1. knee in 1. 

and lotus in L, which rests on 




hand, while r. rests on r. hip 

knee. 




holding arrow; on r. the god- 

Symbol on 1. 




dess Laksmi standing L, hold- 
ing uncertain object in up- 
lifted r. hand and lotus with 





long stalk behind her in 1. 
hand ; between them Garuda 
standard. 

Legend as on precedingtype (?). 

(Sn-Skandaguptah) 

422 

128-8 

N -75 

E2Jn on r. ; ^ on 1. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 





PL XIX. 6. 




‘Purchased in Kanauj by Mr. Bacon and presented to 




Prinsep ? ; P.P., i, Pi. XXIII 

24, p. 279; 1884, 




p. 199, PI. IV.. 5; JJi.A.S., 1889, p. Ill, PL III. 6. 

423 

129-8- 

A7 -75 

ESI our.; [O] ^on I. 






[II. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PI. XIX. 7. 

- 

131-3 

M -8 

[E2Jn] on r. ; £J0 ^ on 1. 

[Indian Museum.] 





PL XIX. 8. 




/. M. Cat., i, p. 117, no. 7, PL XVI. 9. | 
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wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

■ Reverse. 

— 

N *75 

ECU on r. ; on 1. 





V [Bibl. Nat.] 




PI. XIX. 9. 


4 From Bhitari 9 y formerly in Mr. Vincent Smith’s collection ; 


1894, p. 169, PL VI. 6. 

The other known specimens of this type are the second 
I. M. specimen from Midnapur (Cat., i, p. 127) ; Mr. Ernst’s 
specimen (J.A.S.B., 1894, p. 170); and a specimen in the 
possession of Captain Reinhold. 


424 


425 


134*4 

(worn) 


150*0 

(mth 

ring) 


\N *8 


N -8 


Later Issues on Heavy Standard 146*4 grains. 

Archer Type. 

Goddess (LaksmT) seated facing 
on lotus as on preceding coins. 
Symbol on 1. 

r n 

(Krarn ddityali) 


King standing 1. as on early 
Archer type, but wearing long 
sash. 

Garuda standard on 1. 


If (Skanda) with crescent 
g above, beneath 1. arm. 

Eight uncertain aksaras fol- 
lowed by 

n o * e A 


(- - - jayati divarit 

Sri-Kramadityah) 
(Metre: Upaglti.) 

Traces of four characters on 
r., and on 1. 




[Cunningham, 1894.] 


? n 


m ***$ 

[Marsden, MLV.] 


PI. XIX. 10. 
J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 112. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

■ Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

426 

142-8 

iV *85 

Llpnf J[li][ESJn 

HP f &s- 

[Purchased, 1899.] 





PI. XIX. 11. 

427 

142*6 

N -85 

No trace of inscr. on r., ends 

nzagj [x~]g: on i. 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PI XIX. 12. 

428 

141*1 

N *8 

Final alone legible. 

[$] ! *** 





[Prinsep, 1847.] 




J.R.A.S., 1889, j 

112, PI. III. 8. 

429 

138*7 

M *9 

[t]j£fof |fE(?)E3J[n w 

iiili 

pjSp 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 




p 'd; /;d' ■ dv [ A '■ : 'd'y ■ ■ ' 'd-.p .V ''' 

PL XIX. 13. 



: 

‘ From Gaya 5 ; JJl.A ./S'., 1889, p. 112. 

- 

— 

\m -8 

Llpnf[li]E |f v ; |jrf 

[$]< & 2 s- 

PL XIX. 14. 

[From a plaster cast in the 
B. M.] 

- 

141*5 

N -75 

5^5 above on 1. ; no trace of 
legend. 

[In the Hon. Mr. Burn’s 
collection.] 





PL XIX. 15. 
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Metal 

Size. 


430 142*0 \Af *8 No trace of legend. 


[Pres, by PI. Rivett-Carnac, 
Esq.., 1887.] 

PI. XX. 1. 


431 141*7 W *8 No trace of legend, 


[Pres, by II. Rivett-Carnac, 
Esq. , 1887.] 

PL XX. 2. 

Nos. 430-1, which are from the same dies, were .found 
together; they differ considerably in fabric from the others, 
and do not appear to have had marginal legends. 


Silver Coins. (Western Issues.) 

Garuda Type . 1 

Obv. Bust of Idng to r., as on silver of Candragupta II. 

On 1 . Zitl \yars(e)\ and date ; traces of Greek legend 
on r. 


Rev. Garuda standing facing with outstretched wings : 

beneath Q\j cluster of seven dots •*.** ; above on r. : 
border of dots. 

Inscr. around (beginning III) 

fift vwjEOjErjii^tyirl^:] 

(Para7nabhagcivata-mahamjadlriraja-Srl-Slxtnclagu2)ta- 

Kramadityah) 

55 Obv. a hi 

Rev. uj aft virj 

PL XX. 3. 


.agvi 


Corresponding to silver coins of Candragupta II, and to Class I, 
var. a of Kumaragupta I. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

433 

29*2 

A *55 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. [uj^q^vifjEajEg3}|aM"''5 

PI. XX. 4. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

434 

31-6 

M -55 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. uj^rj a* vigEojEg^gry^veg 

PL XX. 5. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

435 

29*7 

M • 55 

Rev. uj^ria*vifjr w -- ]gj||jq,^J^ 

PL XX. 6. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

436 

244 

A -5 

Obv. OH 

Rev. gJJgllM [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

437 

28-1 

A *45 

\Rev. [—- — — jjEQjEgjj^t^J 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

438 

22-8 

iR. *5 

Rev. djv^q — v — 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

439 

33-4 

M *5 

: ■ .1 

■ i 

Obv. \J\J 

Rev. djv^q aa YujEOjEg^q^j^ag 

PL XX. 7. [Prinsep, 1847.] 




The following coins, 440-2, have defective legends. 

440 

29-? 

A *5 

Obv. OuO 

Rev. dj^qaaiqEogjjgqtjjYag 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Mefcal. 

Size. 

. '4 Obverse .-and Reverse. 

441 

314 

41 *55 

Rev. uj 

442 

31*2 

J3 -5 

Rev, 

PI. XX. 8. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

The following coins, 443-4, have V for 1£ in the inscr. 

443 

33 2 

M *55 

obv. Hnu 

Rev. UjV^qa^VTJEOJE 

[Claude Steuart, 1853.] 

444 

28-7 

k-X/l ■ 1 " ;/ ; ' ' ' 1 

£1 -5 

; ; ; 

Obv, %jO 

Rev, Llj%*^[ wwuw 

■ " [Prinsep, 1847.] 

, Bull Type. 

Obv, Head r. as before ; no trace of Greek letters. 

Rev, diva’s bull, Nandi, recumbent to r. 

Legends defective. 

445 

25*6 

-5 

Rev. djur— — 

[Claude Steuart, 1853.] 

PL XX. 9. 

446 

27*0 

-5 

Rev. Upj^rj&Aljg3Jg [Prinsep, 1847.] 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 131, Pl. IV. 5. 

PL XX. 10. 

447 

20*9 

iR -5 

Rev, Ujll^qflAJEOJE I [Prinsep, 1847.] 

448 

25*2 

M -5 

Rev, U]ue\^^^~]^ri^\}Z£ 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

Pl. XX. 11. 


B 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 


449 

24*6 

-6 

Rev. 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 

PL XX. 12. 


450 

29*5 

41 -5 

Rev. d |ij^ 

[Pres, by the Watson Museum, 1902.] 


431 

452 

453 

454 

455 

26*4 

26*6 

26*7 

27*8 

28*2 

41 -5 

4t -5 

41 .55 

41 -5 

41 -5 

Altar Type. 

Class I. Title Vikramaditya. 

V' 1 

Obv . Bust r. ; traces of Greek legend. 

Rev . Burning altar in centre. 

Inscr. (often defective) 1 

(Paramabhagavata-Sri- Vikramaditya- Skandagujptah) 

Rev. (VI) jg [Prinsep, 1847.] 

Willi: ■ pl xx. la 

Ofry. OHuO on r. 

Rev. 

PI. XX. 14. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

Obv. uH on r. 

[ u v w w w [Prinsep, 1847.] 

Obv. OHO on 1. 

Rev. yji^rjartgAjijgijgri^ [p r in Sep , 1347 .] 

Obv. HOH on r. 

Rev. [ vuw “ uw [Prinsep, 1847.] 
J.R.A.S.. 1889, p. 133, PL IV. 6. 

n 

"1 

m 

ill 

/ 1 1 
: -.H'l!' ; 

1 

i 

i 

f 

\k 

|| 

i 



1 Cf. Nos. 454-456, 459-461, 466, 467. 

1 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Keverse. 

456 

26*4 

.JEt,*5/; 

Obv. OH on l. 

Rev. 

PL XX. 15. 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

457 

32*8 

*55 

Rev. w ^ "J ^ 

PI. XX. 16. 

[Prinsep, 1847. J 

458 

26*8 

® -5 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

459 

30*6 

M -5 

Rev. Llju^rjAgaji; 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

460 

31*6 

M -5 

Rev. U|u^rfftjgr w -— 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

461 

27*3 

® -5 

Rev. n|u^qAgaju 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

462 

25*7 

! 

® -5 

Obv. OH on 1. 

Rev. 

PL XX. 17. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

463 

26*0 

® -4 

Rev. (VII) yp-^— 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

464 

20*6 

Ul -45 

Rev. [° ^ ^J^FJZSA^ZSJU [Cunningham, 1894.] 

465 

30*1 

® -5 

Rev. [y JU — v- — — 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

466 

26*1 

® -5 

Obv. uH on r. ; \j on 1. 

Rev. (ix) rjuj^qAgzsjui^ 

1 1. XX. 18. 

[Ogilvy, 1861.] 
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.No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

467 

30*7 

® -5 

" 

Rev. Ll|U^JTJZSJF|AJ [Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

468 

31-0 

.R -5 

Ohv. HUH on 1. 

Rev. U|U^rja[ w ~" w JgrT,[°] [Prinsep, 1847.] 

PL XX 19. 

469 

24-7 

At *5 

Rev. w [Prinsep, 1847.] 

470 

24-8 

At *5 

Rev. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

PI. XX. 20. 

471 

26*5 

:R -56 

Rev. Up"-''" — ^]U Zglfg [Prinsep, 1847.] 




Class II. Kramaditya . 




Var. a. 




Ohv. Bust r. as before ; traces of Greek letters. 

Rev. Altar. 

LJpj4ria*J]3jgri,t*jl%. 

{Paramabhagavata-Sri-Slandagupta-Kramadityah) 

472 

26*6 

I 

M -45 

Obv. HO 

Rev. (vi) 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

xx ' 2i. 

473 

28*1 

M • 6 

Rev. [Prinsep, 1847.] 
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Ko. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size, 

Obverse and Reverse. 

474 

28-3 

At -5 

Rev. — J3JZ| [Prinsep, 1847.] 

475 

30*7 

Al *5 

Rev. (VII) ^ ^ ^ JU [Priaaep, 1847.] 

476 

30*1 

At -5 

Rev. d|IJ^rjAAg^ri,t£JL]Z£ [Prinsep, 1847.] 
PI. XX. 22. 

477 

28*4 

At -5 

Rev. d|IJ^qaAg^|q,X£JlJZ£ [Prinsep, 1847.] 
PI. XX. 23. 

478 

26*2 

M *5 

Rev. [ www qriaAjgifgq, [BhagvSnlal, 1 889.] 

PI. XX. 24. 

479 

28-7 

At -5 

Rev. dju<qqar-- w -]t£jiiz£ illll 

480 

25*5 

M *45 

Rev. LlpjqqaAgip:! - " W T^g [Prinsep, 1847.] 




The following coins, Nos. 481, 482, have defective inscriptions. 

481 

29*4 

AP *5 

Rev. (X) L]|U<?jrig3J3> [Prinsep, 1847.] 

482 

29*7 

i; 

JEi *5 

te 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

1 ‘ 




I,,.- ; \ , ; V;!':; v : = ; 

Yar. ft. Fabric of Class 1. 

Obv. As var. a. 




Rev. As var. a. 

483 

30*5 

M *45 

Rev. (IX) [ ww U-q [Prinsep, 1847.] 

484 

27*2 

M *45 

Rev. ]^ 

PI. XX. 25. [Prinsep, 1847.] 


M ' 
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N o. 

Wt.. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

485 

31*4 

M -45 

Rev. Lilli-Tq f — -JJUi £ [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

PI. XX. 26. 

486 

28*6 

iH *5 

Rev. djU'nrq&r -_w ~- w ]D££ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

487 

28*6 

JR *5 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

488 

28-3 

M -45 

Rev. 

PL XX. 27. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.J 

489 

32-5 

11 -45 

Rev. 

PI. XX. 28. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

490 

29*6 

It -5 

Obv. HOH 

Rev. djij^ria*gij^t£jLj££ 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 129, PI. IV. 7. 

PI. XX. 29. 

491 

29*2 

H -5 

Rev. [ w ^~jrj&ftg5|^ri,i£ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

492 

30*5 

M -45; 

Rev. r --- ] rj^g^rT ) x^j 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

I 

493 

29*2 

H -45 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

494 

29*1 

M -45 

Obv. OH 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

i 

495 

27*6 

H -5 

Obv. OHO 

Rev. r^rjaag^q,^ 

PL XXI. 1. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 
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No 

Wt. 

Mefcal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. ' , 


496 

28*4 

JR -45 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

497 

28*2 

JR -45 

Rev. [^ii^riartgjjgrit^ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

498 

27*3 

/Ei *45 

Rev. iJ|u^r|^gr w -]t^ju£^ 
PI. XXI. 2. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

499 

26*3 

& -45 

Rev. UJU^[^--- W -~!JU££ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

500 

29*5 

M -45 

Rev. 

PL XXI. 3. [Claude Steuart, 1853.] 

501 

31*2 

M -45 

Rev. LlJU^rj ^ ~ -]JU4£ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

502 

26*7 

M -45, 

Obv. OHO on r. 

Rev. [ wv ]ii^r]zsAg3|g 

PL XXI. 4. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

503 

27*4 

.'ll -5 

Rev. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

504 

30*2 

.<R -45 

Obv. OHO on 1. 

Rev. r ww ]^jq&*gi|g if- 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

505 

29*6 

M -45 

Rev. [U - — 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

506 

20*5 

JR -5 

Rev. 

PI. XXI. 5. 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 

507 

26*9 

JR -5 

*» upjnngsfgq, 1 *-!^ 

[Prinsep, 1847.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Beverse. 

508 

29-8 

JR • 45 

Rev. [LiJUJ^qaAg^l [Prinsep, 1847.] 

509 

30-7 

JR -45 

Rev, LljlI^qAf [Prinsep, 1847.] 

510 

24*8 

JR -4 

Rev. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

511 

29*2 

*55 

Rev. r^-JJn&ftgj^lT^J [Prinsep, 1847.] 

pl xxi. e. 

512 

25*8 

JR -45 

Rev. [^JSJ^qAAg^ [Prinsep, 1847.] 

PI. XXI. 7. 

513 

;■ ■ ] 

28-7 

i 

/® .5 

Rev. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

Var. y. Coins of ruder fabric. 

Obv. As var. a. 

Rev. As var. a, but inscr. defective. 

514 

24*7 

JR -4 

I ■ ' 

Rev. 

[Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

PI. XXI. 8. 

515 

26*0 

!'"■ ' 

JR -4 

Rev. JfUi^ [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

516 

26*8 

1. 

JR -5 

Rev. [Pres, by Miss Newton, 1908.] 

517 

! 29*6 

JR -45 

Rev. [Claude Steuart, 1853.] 

^ 6 Pl. XXI. 9. ' 




Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse and Reverse. 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 
[Cunningham, 1894.] 


Class III. Without aditya title, 
Obv. As preceding. 

Rev . As preceding, but inscr. (VI) 


LS|u4ri^^ 3 f| x l > M 

(Paramabhagavata-&ri-Skan 


[Prinsep, 1847.] 


Central Provinces. 

Class I. 

Obv, Bust of Skandagupta r. ; date in Brahmi numerals 
vertically on r. 

Rev . Peacock standing facing with wings and tail outspread ; 
border of dots. 

Inscr. (beginning I) 

(Vijitdvanir avanipatir jay citi divam Bkandagupto ’yam) 

(Metre : Upaglti.) 

<55 Obv. : . 

Rev. &e a a 

• ' [Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXL 18. 


-A;:' A: : ^ ; 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

524 

324 

M • 6 

Obv. 

Rev. aisa*ja*Ll[n wwuu "~]gqj^I/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXI. 14. 

525 

32-4 

M -6 

Obv. x«[+] 

Rev. &in «e J/ s z&qgryiJi/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXI. 15. 

526 

32*0 

E -6 

obv. □«+ 

Rev. r w joAJ.ja<MjnEI/n£ 

[Pres, by Major R. C. Temple, 1892.] 

527 

34*3 

M S 

Obv. tXS 

Rev. a[Enfi*|]ZUdn£j/?> Z&^r\fj*U 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

• PL XXI. 16. 

528 

32*8 

M -6 

r 

i obv.tm 

Rev. ^SEn^i*J^a w ' J “ uu o]^ZlIgJqjtJi/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

529 

31*4 

E -6 

Obv. [-]«[¥] 

Rev. [- - - alJseiM 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

530 

32*7 

E <55 

Obv. 

Rev. 2En&&JA&lJnEd/n [Cunningham, 1894.] 

531 

i 

30*1 

E -6 

Obv. IXfJ 

Rev. [^^-^^jziAiJnEa/nea^iru^n 

. [Cunningham, 1 894.] 


SKANDAGUPTA 


131 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 
Size.' : 

Obverse and Reverse, 

532 

30-8 

li *55 

Obv. XSf] 

Rev. AEnaqa*lJ?iEI/nSaq|ITj^S/ 

[Pres. hy Major R. C. Temple, 1892.] 

533 

26-5 

/R -55 

obv. f H -] 

Rev. 2SEna*ja*Li«Ei/^2a3J^lTjiJl/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

534 

33-5 

M -55 

Obv. [t — ] 

Rev. Zi£na*|a<S!jnEI/ne2S5|gqjlJi/ ! 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

535 

26*5 

iR *6 

Rev. aioa*[JA*]Ll^I/?SZa^rjj^i/ 

[Cunningliam, 1894.] 

PI. XXI. 17. 

536 

35-4 

M *6 

Rev. AEnA*yA*Un^J/R2AJJgqj^J/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PI. XXI. 18. 

537 

30*2 

iR *6 

Rev. [ w u - u ]*ja*Lls£ Ur(iz&$r\}l- w ] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

538 

33*8 

JR *6 

Rev. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

539 

36*2 

M *55 

Rev. AEnA*[|A*]UnEi/a2Aq|qj^a/ 

PI. XXI. 19. [Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 

540 

27*9 

M *55 

Rev. ASnA*|A«LlSEi/s2A^jqj^I/ 

[Bhagvanlal, 1889.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 

541 

28*3 

*6 

Rev. aEna*|A«Li^EJ/nZa^[JqjtJ]I/ 

[A. Grant, 1885.] 

542 

36*7 

*55 

Rev. 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

543 

34*6 

iR -55 

Rev. ZSEnZiAJ2SJ\lJnEl/ni [Cunningham, 1894.] 

544 

34*4 

At -55 

Rev. 2SEna*|A*LinEJ/SiZS^qjL4l/ 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

545 

32*0 

JR *55 

Rev. aEna*|fl*LlnEi/A2aiJ^qjXJl/ 

[Cunningham 5 1894.] 

546 

28*7 

L.V | 

Lb .55 

Rev. &Enfi*J&*lJ kEi/kz&^l- ” u ] 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 




Class II. 

Obv. As in Class I. 

Rev . As in Class I, but inscr. 

1 E*a*JA*U S[:]^3J^qj'02AE S/n 

( Vijitavanir avanipatih Srl-SJcandagupto divam jjayati) 

(Metre: Upagiti.) 

547 

31*2 

At -55 

Var. a. 

Obv. [15T] 

Rev. AE*a*j&aiUni^r^£aEi/?i 

PI. XXI. 20. [Bhagyanlal, 1889.] 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 




Var. ft. Of different fabric. 

Obv. As preceding. 

Rw). As preceding. 

548 

33*5 

ffi. -55 

obv. 

Rev. 

PL X.X.I. 21. [Prinsep, 1847.] 

J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 133, PI. IV. 4. 

549 

36-0 

M -55 

Rev. aEr^iaALin^JJgqj^^aEI/n 

[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXI. 22. 

PI. 11. 10. 
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No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size, 

Obverse. 

Revei'se. 




PURAGUPTA (c. A. D. 480-485?). 




Archer Type. 




Var. a. With name Purci in field. 




King, nimhate, standing 1. as 

Goddess (Laksmi), nimbate, 




on preceding Archer types, 

seated facing on lotus, holding 




holding bow in 1. hand and 

lotus in 1. and fillet in r. hand. 




arrow in r. Garuda standard 

Symbol on 1. 




on 1. 

Beneath 1. arm 

cio 

on r. jaajx: 


A : ■. ; 

. • , ■ 


LJ (Pur a) with crescent above. 

I 

(Sri- Vikramah) 

' 



Legend -uncertain, probably 
similar to Skandagupta, Class 
II. 



— 

AT .95 

LJjiqfiEl r. 






[In Dr. W. Iloey ? s collection.] 





PL XXI. 23. 




Var. ft. Without Pur a. 




Similar to var. a, but without 
Pura under 1. arm. 

Similar to var. a. 

550 

142*7 

N -9 

U|lf r.; g 1. 

!£; fpJX 

[Purchased, 1893.] 




PI. XXI. 24. 

551 

141*4 

N -95 

Lljlf r.; £1 1. 






[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 




pi. xxi. 25 - 



PUR A GUPTA 


135 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

. Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

— 


N' -8 

•Tf r. ; £ 1. 

[In the ' Hon. Mr. Burn’s 
collection.] 




PL XXI. 26. 




[ ] Prakasaditya ; perhaps identical with 




PURASUPTA. 




Horseman Type, 




King to r. on horseback, slay- 

Goddess (Laksml), nimbate, 




ing with sword in r. hand lion 

seated facing on lotus, holding 




which leaps at him; bow round 

fillet in r. hand and lotus in 




his body, with string over 1. 

L, which rests on knee. 




shoulder. Garuda standard 

Symbol on 1, 




on r. 

Beneath horse J (ru or u). 





Legend, incomplete, ends 

(&rl-Prakd$adityah) 




[&E]gA^d2&Ecl£ 





(vijitya vasudhdm (Uvarh 
jayati) 





(Metre: Upaglti.) 


552 

145*2 

M -8 







4 





[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.] 





PI. XXII. 1. 

553 

145*1 

M ■ 7 

W (J 2AEcO[n] 

jjf; 




[Cunningham, 1894.] 





PL XXII. 2. 




Bharsar hoard? ; J.A.S'.B. 

, 1852, p. 400, PL XII. 9; 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 116. 
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No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

'■ : ■ 1 Obverse. 

Reverse. 

554 

145*0 

N *8 

j-vTw CTO CTO CTO CO CO SJ — ^ 

w ]^02aEcDn 

SjP 

[R. S., 1840.] 





PI. XXII. 3. 




J.R.A.S., 1889. p. 116, PL III. 9. 

555 

140.2 

N *75 

&£jdeaEa/R 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 





PL XXII. 4. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 116. 

556 

136*0 

AT *8 

j-CO CTO 

:|f i§yf^£i 

[Purchased, 1868.] 




Ibid. 

557 

145-8 

M *8 

[fiEcJUn] 

Three pellets in place of 
Garuda. 

[I. 0. C., 1882.] 





PL XXII. 5. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p 

116, PI. III. 10. 

! 

145-8 

[: ■ 

M *8 

r ^^oo« u - u j 

Ziffdc&EcUn 

[Indian Museum.] 





PI. XXII. 6. 




‘ From Hardoi in Oudh *; L M. Cat, i, p. 119, PI. XVL 10. 
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Metal 

Size. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


N ARASINH AGUPTA BALADITYA 
(e. a. i>. 485-530) 

Archer Type. 

Class I. 


King nimbate, standing 1., Goddess (Laksml) nimbate, 
wearing waistcloth with long seated facing on lotus, holding 
sash and jewellery, holding fillet and lotus ; border of dots, 
bow in 1. and arrow in r. hand. Symbol on 1. 

Gar u da standard on 1. r 

& {Nam) beneath i. arm. Zify* {Balaclityah) 


(?) between feet. 

Legend incomplete on known 
coins ; it ends 


[(E)3Jn] ? 

( jay ad N arasinhaguptah) 


[ w 2Jo] on: 


[Prinsep, 1847.] 


No trace of inscr. 


[Yeaman, 1859.] 




[-]; AUZg 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1910.} 
Pl. XXII. 9. 
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Metal. 


Reverse. 

No. 

Wt. 

Size. 

Obverse. 




Class II. 




Coins of very rude fabric without obverse marginal legends. 




King 1. as in Class I. 

Si (Nara) below 1. arm. 

I 

JT^ between feet. 

No trace of marginal legend. 

Goddess, &c., as in Class I. 

561 

143*5 

N *8 

0 






[Newman, 1853.] 





PI. XXII. 10. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 117. 

562 

146*5 

N -8 

. ■ . ■ : ■■ : :■ ■■■■■:■■ . ■ 

[-]; r~£J5j 





[Marsden, MLIV. 1 ] 




Ibid 

563 

147*8 

M -85 


m ; ruz£ 

[Cracherode Gift, 1799. r | 

564 

147*4 | 

N -85 


m ; *r*g] 

^ [Pres, by the E. I. C. 1 ] 

565 

144*4 

V -85 


H; r~-§\ 





[Pres, by the E, I. C. 1 ] 




1 Nos. 564-566 are coins from the Kalighat hoard (1783) presented 
by Warren Hastings through the Court of Directors of the East 
India Co. Nos. 562, 563, and 567 are almost certainly from the same 
hoard (cf. Marsden, p. 726) ; and the fact that nos. 568, 569 have 
been vigorously cleaned may be evidence that they once had a deposit 
of Ganges mud and are coins from this hoard. 




NARASINHAGTJPTA 


Similar 


[Miss Sarah Banks collection. 1 ] 

Pl. XXII. 12. 


[Cunningham, 1894. 1 ] 


[Cunningham, 1894. 1 ] 


See note on opposite page. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. ! 

Reverse. 




KTTMARAGUPTA II KRAMADITYA 
(c. A. D. 530-540) 




Archer Type. 




Class I. 


■ : : 


King nimbate, standing l. ? 
holding bow in 1. hand and 
arrow in r. 

Garuda standard on 1. 

^ (Ku) with crescent above 

beneath L arm. 

Traces of marginal legend 
which ends ^ possibly (Ku- 
mdragu)pta(h). 

Goddess (Laksrnl), nimbate, 
seated facing on lotus, holding 
fillet in r. hand and lotus in 1. 
Symbol on 1. 

On r.JYZ£: 

(Kramadityali) 

57o 

139-5 

00 

XJ on i. 

[Barstow, 1892.] 

Pl. XXII. 13. 

571 

143-0 

AI -8 

[^] «“!• 

[Teaman., 1858.] 

PI. XXII. 14. 

97; 1893, p. 120*. 




JJLA'S.) 1889, p. 



IvUMARAGUPTA II 141 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


; /V-: '' 


Class II. 




Coins of racier fabric. 



■■ ; ■; ..." 

Yar. a. go between feet. 




As in Class I. . 

^ (ku) with crescent above 

beneath 1. arm. 

■V* 

F| (go) between king’s feet. 
Legend around 

As in Class I, but legend 

( Sri-Kramadiiyiih ) 




r / r*\ / PI r 

mrfEojEg^xjri, 





&& 

(M aharagctdhiraja - Srt- Kuma • 
ragiqjta-Kramajdiiyalj) 


572 

148-1 

N -75 

No trace of inscr. 

[Cunningham, 1394.] 





PL XXII. 15. 




J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 

97 ; 1893, p. 129. 

573 

147*0 

N -8 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 




Ibid., and ('.ALL. ik 18, PI. II. 2. 

574 

147-0 

M -8 

■L : ; 


tg ; 

[Marsdeu, ML 11.'] 





PL XXIII. I. 


K 0 1 


J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 

97: 1893, p. 129. 




1 See note on p, M2. 


142 COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

575 

150-3 

N -8 

No trace of inscr. 






[Craclierode Gift. 1 ] 

576 

151-0 

Af -85 


r — ]; §fU£n 





[I. 0. C., 1882. 1 ] 

577 

149-2 

N -8 

rjUJEOJEgfUjr^ onr. 

[Pres, by the E. I. C. 1 ] 





PI. XXIII. 2. 

578 

150-2 

Af -8 


[_]; f — ZQ 





[Pres, by the E. I. C. 1 ] 

579 

150-1 

N -8 

UlfJEOJE 

m ; Ijju zn 

8 [Pres, by the E. I. C. 1 ] 





PI. XXIII. 3. 

580 

150-6 

Af -8 






■ 1 

[Pres, by the E. 1. C. 1 ] 




Var. fi. jd between feet. 




r 

As preceding, but E (jd) 
between Idng’s feet. 

As preceding. 

581 

148-7 

N -8 

! 

Traces of inscr. 

Hi ijuig 





[Payne Knight. 1 ] 





PI. XXIII. 4. 




Nuvi. Vet., p. 205, A. 1; J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 97, PI. II. 12 ; 
1893, p. 129. 




1 Nos. 577-580 and 585-587 are fz*om the K&lighat hoard, presented 
by Warren Hastings (cf. note on p. 188), while nos. 574-576 and 
581-585 are almost certainly from it. 


IOJMARAGUPTA II 143 


No. 

wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

582 

147*5 

M *8 

njEofe 

: 

JMul.S.y 1889, p. 

[Marsden, MLIII7] 

PI. XXIII. 5. 

97; 1893, p. 129. 

583 

147*8 

iV T *8 

njEOJE 

[Craclaerode Gift. 1 ] 

584 

; 

147*0 

[ 

N *8 

Mim Vet., i 

L -Is 

[Payne Knight. 1 ] 

). 205, A. 2. 

585 

146*8 

N *8 

[ w ~]|E0[jE] ] 

p./ py;;;.-:;.' ^ 

M lyllij 

[Pres, by the E. i. C. 1 ] 

586 

146*0 

M *8 

A ;.:A. | 

y : ■: ■■ ■■ p- ■: 

A-.'A,:.: ■ ■ A\. 

[Pres, by the E. I. C.M 

587 

147*2 

M .8 

r i 

| Pres, by the 17 L <V ! 




1 See note on opposite page. 



GOINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


CANDKAGUPTA III DVADASADITYA 
(date uncertain, between a. r>. 480 and 560} 

Archer Type. 


Goddess nimbate, seated facing 
on lotus, holding fillet in r, 
hand and lotus in 1. : border 
of dots. 

Symbol on 1. 


King nimbate, standing L, 
holding how and arrow as 
usual. 

Garuda standard on 1. 

Beneath 1. arm £ ( Candra ) 


with crescent above. 

e 

( bha ) between feet. 

Tnscr. uncertain, perhaps simi- 
tar to Skandagupta, Class II 
it ends 

( Dvadaiadit yah) 


( Srl-Dvadamdityah) 


n|£JF}££: 

[Marsden, MLVI.’] 

PI. XXIII. 6. 


J.R.A.S., 1889, p. 82, PI. II. 2 


[Marsden, MLI. 1 ] 

PI. XXIII. 7. 


These coins are presumably from the Kaligh&t hoard. 



VISNUGUPTA 


Metal 

Size. 


VISNU[GUPTA] CANDRADITYA 
c. A. D. 540 - 560 ? 


Archer Type. 

King, nimbate, standing L, Goddess, nimbate, seated facing 
holding bow and arrow. on lotus, holding fillet in r. 

Garuda standard on 1. and lotus in 1. hand. 

n Symbol on 1. 

£ {Yisnu) beneath 1. arm, e}**/: 

§ with crescent abo Ye. 

“ , x , , ■ ■ ( Srl-CandradityaK ) 

J (ru) between feet. x ‘ * 1 

No trace of marginal legend. 


Ainmng] 


596-605 are from the Kaliglmt hoard, as are presumably 



COINS OF THE CUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal. 

Size. 


Reverse. 


Obverse, 


No trace of marginal legend. [ — ] ; [’ 


[Pres-, by the E. I. G r | 


597 147*4 W 


by the E. I. C. 


[599 149-2 W 


[Pres, by the E. I. G 1 } 


Illegible. 


601 148*8 \N .75 


[Pres, by the E. I. G 1 ] 


I Illegible. [Payne Knight. 1 ] 
Nvm. Yet., A. 3, p. 205. 


[602 149-6 W 


[Pres, by the E. I. C. 


'604 152-0 \M -8 


605 1484 \M 


[Pres, by the E. I. G 1 : 


1 See footnote on p. 145. 



KA^ANKA 


Metal 

Size. 


Reverse. 


Obverse, 


SASANKA, c. a. i). 600-625 
King of Gauda ( Kama-Suvarna) 


Siva, uimbate, reclining to L Goddess (Laksml), nimbate, 
on bull (Nandi) to L, with 1. seated facing on lotus, holding 
hand uplifted, holding un- lotus in 1. hand which rests 
certain object ; moon (samhka) on knee, and with outstretched 
above on 1. r. hand empty ; above, on 

either side, elephant sprinkling 
On r. JFj * water over her (abhiseka). 

j ^ (hn-Sa) No symbol. 

below. Efil (jaya). Onr.^Ff F}'C '.(tirl-Satankah) 


606 143-0 A 7 -8 


[Cunningham, 1894,] 
PI. XXIII. 14.' 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXIII. 15, 


108 146*9 \N 


[Cunningham, 1894,] 

PL XXIII, 16, 


0.133-7 M- 
(plated) 


homas, 



COINS OP THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal, 

Size. 


Obverse. 


[St Petersbur 


La'ksmI holds lotus in r. hand 
also ; without abhiseka. 


« [Payne Knight.] 

PI. XXIV. 2. 

Num . Vet, B. 2, p. 206. 

This piece, which is distinguished by weight, purity of 
metal, and fabric from the preceding, seems to be a contem- 
porary imitation, and may be compared with nos. 620-622. 



toattbibuted 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse, 


UN ATTRIBUTED COINS OF GUPTA TYPES 


Ghato[tkacagl'pta] 


King, nimbate. standing to L, 
holding bow in 1. hand and 
arrow in r. 

Garuda standard on 1. 

Beneath i. arm 


Goddess (LaksmI), nimbate, 
seated facing on lotus, holding 
lotus in 1. and fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand. 

Ill on L 


(i Ghetto ) 


(Kram adit yah ) 
[St. Petersburg.] 

PI. XXIV. 3. 


with crescent above. 
Traces of inscr. on 1, 


•] Naeendeaditya . 

Goddess (Laksml), nimbate, 
seated facing on lotus, holding 
lotus in 1. and fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand. 

| Symbol (?) on 1. 


King standing L, holding bow 
in 1. hand and arrow in r. 
Bull (Nandi) standard on 1. 
Beneath 1. arm 


(N/i- N arendradityah ) 
[Indian Museum.] 
PL XXIV. 4. 




COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal 
: Size. 


Obverse. 


] Narkntdeaditya. 


8 King, nimbate, seated on Goddess (LaksmT), nimbate, 
couch with head to 1., 1. hand standing L, holding lotus in 
raised and r. resting at side; outstretched r. hand; behind 
female attendant on either her a lotus plant, and at her 
side (raj alii a). feet a ha-msct . 

Al «™' * (!W) j 

beneath couch, 0 (dha). j S S C 

I (Srl-NarcmlradityaK) 

i [Indian, Museum,] 

. pl xxiv i s. 

I. M. Cat. : i, p. 122, no. 1, PI. XVI, 13; J.A.S.B 1852, 

PL XII, 11 (found in Jessore with a coin of Sa&ahka). 


Jaya[oupta] 

Archer Type. 


King, nimbate, standing 1., Goddess (LaksmT), nimbate, 
holding bow in 1. hand and seated facing on lotus, holding 
arrow in r. lotus in 1. and fillet in out- 

Cakra standard on 1. stretched r. hand; above, on 

Beneath 1. arm I., an elephant sprinkling her. 


No trace of marginal legend 


( Pn- PraMndayasah ? ) 


tinning 



UK ATTRIBUTED 


Legend obliterated ; elephant 
on L distinct. 

[ In Mr. J. Stephens Blackett/s 
collect ion. ) 

PL XXIV. 8. 


M -8 

(plated) 


[in the 
collection.] 


Jayagupta 

(Probably distinct from the preceding) 

Copper. 

) Gam da stain ling facing. 

|[E]«bruM:3 

; , V';," [ Jci]payv![j)taK] 

' [Indian Museum.] 

PL XXIV. 10. 

/. J/. Cat- i, p. 121. no. 1. Pi. XV IT. 10. 


VlRASKNA (?) 

Bull Type. 

Goddess ( Laksml), mmbate, 
seated facing on lotus, holding 
lotus in 1. and fillet in r. hand. 
'l-Ylramui't) r n 
t ^ (KramadiUjah) 

1111] llti 

[Pres, by Colonel Rivett- 

^.11 oC:.]:;:;: Carnao, 1889.] 

PI. XXIV. U. 
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COINS OF THE GUPTA BYNASTY 


No. Wt. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


161*7 W *65 


S n 


[Indian M useum. ] 


PL XXIV. 12. 


616 41*0. \M -6 


Rivett-Carnac collection ; I. JL Cat i, p. 122, no. 1 (bis), 
PL XVI. 14 (found with the preceding near Benares). 


Harigupta (?) 

Flower vase (katam) on a [I$]XTJ[E] 

pedestal. [Srl-^maliar[aja\ 

n 

[ IIa~]riguptasya 
[Cunningham, 1894.] 
PL XXIV. 16. 

4 From Ahieehatra * ; C.M.L , PL IL 6, p. 19. 

The reading of this coin is very uncertain. - gwptasya 
alone can be considered certain. 



GUPTAS OP EASTERN MALWA 


153 


No. 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse and Reverse. 




GUPTAS OF EASTERN MALWA 




Budhagupta, e. A. d. 480-500 

617 

38*3 

At -55 

■<v - w : j 

i 

Obv. Head to r. with date in Brahmx characters in front. 

Rev. Peacock standing facing with head to L, wings and tail 
outspread. 

Inscr. (Ill) 

aSnZX*JZXALlR[:]§qorh^2fiEa/n 

( Vijitavanir avanipati(k) Srl-Budkagupto divi jayati) 

(Metre: Upaglti.) 

Obv. [=175] 

Rev. flEn[A www 4]Lln^q0qjti2aEI/n 

Pl. XXIV. 13. [Cunningham, 1894.] 

618 

33*6 ! 

: ■ v 1 

M *55 

M -WV 

1 

obv. [!"-] 

\ner. 2iEaAAjaaiLln§qarytj2aEi/o 

PL XXIV. 14. [Cunningham, 1894.] 

819 

: 33*8 

.11 -55 

Rev. [ w - uuuu W ]U n^qoro^zaEr g[ 

PI. XXIV. 15. [Purchased, 1902.] 



COINS OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


Metal. 

Size. 


Obverse. 


ANCIENT IMITATIONS OF GUPTA COINS 
CIRCULATING IN EASTERN BENGAL 


5 King standing i. s holding bow Goddess standing r. ; border 
in L hand and arrow in r. ; of dots. 

on r. a horse; on 1. horse- On r. meaningless copy of 
headed (?) standard. Gupta inscr. (?). 

Border of dots. 

Above on 1. Pf (Sri). 


[Cunningham, 1894.] 

PL XXIV. 17. 


621 92*5 AF *85 Similar, but without horse on Similar 
r, and Sn above. 


[Prinsep, 1847.] 
PL XXIV. 18# 


Of. A.A., PI. XVIII. 20 


622 81*7 AF *85 Similar; crescent between king i Similar, 
and standard. ! 


ADDENDA 


15 5 


No* 

Wt. 

Metal. 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 




ADDENDA 




Kumaragupta I 




Horseman Type. Class I* 




Var. S. 

218 

a 

125-7 

M -9 

King riding on horseback to 
r., as in var. a, lidding bow 
in 1. hand as in Class II, but 
with bowstring inwards. 
Legend uncertain ; it includes 

As in var. y. 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1913.] 

1 








Lion-slayer Type. 




■ Vai 


1233 

124*7 

M -8 

As on no, 233. v 

As on no. 233. 

I a 



Aifeo* 

[H. Nelson Wright, 1913.] 

! 

j 

! 

i 


1 

This coin confirms the suggested (p. 77) restoration of 
Xamdnha to complete the legend. 



INDEXES 

I. Eulers. 

II. Inscriptions. 

III. Characters in the Field. 

IV. Symbols. 

V. Types. 

VI. General Index. 


SSRi 



INDEX I 


RULERS 

Budhagupta, Ixii, cv, exxiii, 153. 

Blianugupta, lxii. 

Candragupta I, xvii-xx, Ixiv-lxviii, Ixxiii. 

Candragupta II, xxxiv-xli, lxviii-lxxxviii, cxii-cxv, 24-60. 
Candragupta III, liii, Iv, exxiii, 144. 

Gliatotkaca, xvi-xvii. 

Ghato[tkacagupta], liv, civ, 1 49. 

Gupta, xiv-xvL 
Harigupta, Ixi, cv, 152.; ; ; t jYY 
J ayagupta, Ixi, civ, 151. 

Jaya[gupta], Ixi, civ, exxiii, 150-1. 

Kumaragupta I, xli-xliii, lxxxviii-xeviii, cxv-exx, 61-113, 155. 
lvumiiragupta II, lx, civ, exxiii, 140-3. 

Narasiiiihagupta, Iv- lx, ciii-civ, cxxii, 137-9. 

Narendradiiya, Ixiv, exxiii, 149, 150. 

Prakfisaditya, li— liii, ciii, cxxii, 135, 136. 

Puragupfca, xlix-li, cii, cxxii, 134-5. 

Samudragupta, xx-xxxxv, Ixiv-lxxviii, cvii-cxii, 1-23. 
Skandagupta, xliv-xlix, xcviii-cii, cxx-cxxii, 114-33. 

SaSanka, Ixii-lxiv, cv-cvi, 147-8. 

Vlrasena, cv, 151-2. ' ' 

Yisnu[gupta], Ixi, civ, cxxii, ,145-6. 




INDEX II 

INSCRIPTIONS 

t ' ci Xj 6 - 7 . 

'. ; :i : n v A a o i n»» n 

' *JtJ*J6aE£f,*^0Ji'ieaEcD;»i cix,6-7. 

; ^yAj8aE£|AX&*[UA]?aEO>?i eix, 7 

ijEnXlt^'. cxvii, 69-76. 

1 cxiv, 45-9. 

| i^Votifjx: cxi, 21-s. 

f^rfx&EgeAf^j^Edu* cx, 15-17. 

I t&iaW cxix, 81-3. 

ffcjiytf cxx,87,I13. 
ffcFUMW^Afx: cxix, 80, 81. 
fkj^aEcGiJi^xisJeaEcD^ cxviii, 79. 
Ixviii, 8-9. 

tiijUg: Ixviii, 10. , ' 

^Ujnj: ex, 12-15. 
f^UJ-i^f^E^fEE^E^: ex, 12-15. 
cxxi, 117-19, 140, 149, 151-2. 

6?iij?i|g^aEcG|k|ruLieAEci»n CX vh, 71-3. 

|nlin|EnaEdL»X &JIT e^EcUn cxvii, 70-1. 

'|nUsjinxlr|[;]|X|q,^2aEcxA cxviii, 78-89 


■ inscriptions". . 

|*x&Egfj3j*2 T £Edu*&jk2£: cxxii, 35-7. 

rfx£ggq£lft[:]£Sqr\^2aEciA cxvi, 67-8, 
qlrq x£c A2iE2J«$5q cxv, 65. 


q,^|lfXaja|X^gf^£nEcDH cxvii, 75-6. 
rp^f 2jgxq F} EcXi^EcjGgnXU j; cxvii, 73-4. 

qj^T- 59. 


60. 

cx * v> 57-9. 


E5J 147-8. 


EiPiXIXn2l[ ]|X|q,^: cxv, 62-3. 

EXftxifn2l[ W°\ cxx, 114-17. 

Edu^^ruKfqc—jx^sixj cxix, 84-6. 

I a^xCfjE3fE^ cxii, 24-33, 44. 

2a^xlrfi3fE^|ixtj^ cxii, 33. 

2o^ff£3fE^eJgq,^J*oj4:d£g ««, 34. 

A J 5 £ § y <b r\ w ~ € A 

^ , V 00 n cxiii, 38-43, 45. 

ecu^ecij^ aaJ^ajx: 

*!-|1bira|r|j^tj6zii^dAEcL«(?) cxiii, 43. 
Ll|X^qaAx£rfE0fE§fXjixx|xb|2^[:] 

98-100. ^ 

U|X4fqa?ixCrfi3fEt§5|qjt^: exiv, 45-9. 
LS|x4qAnx£rfE3fE^|qjxj^: cxiv, 48. 
U|x4qA?jx£ffE8fE^|rytJ!;2fx2^: cxiv, 


INDEX II 







cxxi, 119-22. 
cxx, 96-7, 100-7, 

cxxii, 122-3, 

cxxii, 129. 

cxxii, 124-9. 

UfXJEOfE^XffL^: cxv, 63. 

Uj£fn(?)f |(?)j (?)E(?)Ecu?»2A^fSri^: cxxi, m-is. 

lEt cxxii, 134-5. 

^IC cxxiii, 144. 

Uf}x: 1-5. 

Ye£n2JX[J^^ r UEUgin: cxvi, 69. 
lv, 137-9. 

^qaAjEojE^iiji^^ybj^ (or » 7 _* 

x£rfca|qj^: exiv, 52. 

csiv > 52-3. 

XLffEOfEljXjrijtj: cxv, 64, 66. 
uufEafE^ixyri^Srl^: cxiii, 141-3. 
xfrfifofEifcgrijijj;: cxii, cxiv, 34, 44. 

XffE8|E^XJ^qjt^: cxi, 18-20. 
cxix, 84-6. 

fidfz: yci£x2z 

._ ■ Ctri Ol O 


CTO 1U 


r ^EXT^ES: cxvi, 69. 


141-3. 


T'eSt'e: zjg£x2 


t&E&gijxAdbiidb: 


cxi, 21-3. 


INSCRIPTIONS 


n -pn n 

jeoje: *jgaae£ 

• O #• T P 1 T CXI. 21. 

eaEcu^yrszscDzscju: 

fEw^ru^;: i7. 

5-uja cxii, 34. 

Jj^AcU; 8-11. 

AJ&2?j: cxii, 34-7. 

fiERA*|A*UA[:]fXjr|jo?AE2JA cxv, cxx, Gl-2, 
AE«A*JAALlS[:]|X|ri,^2AESI?i cxx, no. 
AisA*JA*y%]^qory^2AEI/n cxxiiij 153. 
Xg^A%A*u^[:]§^ry^eAEi/n cxxii, 132-3. 
AinA*|A*Unf^?i2A^rO^Jl/ cxxii, 129-32. 
ae^a^o2aecds Hi, cxxii, 135—6. 

gojuffx: cxi, 17-is. 

^V 0 X% cs,i, 88-0. 

£^|j cxx, 113. 

cxx, 67-s. . 

g^fcj^A s-ii. 

3f5r2g: cxx, Hi-3. 

^^fugxirfEafE^irt^Afk^ cxii, si. 

*§Ag 59. 

cxiv, 54-6. 

Ixi, 145-6. ■ S-^v; 
cxxiii, 144. 



cxxiii, 150-1 


cxvi, 61-6. 


cxiVj 56. 


9 tc 'J™ xcviii, 114-17. 

44. ^ 

&rx|F|« aAAaEaj§fiji|jE^2aEciu 

«JA|£^ cx, 15-17. 

13-20. 

Ixxvij 

cxix, 79-81. 

38-45. • ' 


i*\ cviii, l-o 


o<g 


INDEX III 


CHARACTERS IN THE FIELD 
(A) ABBREVIATIONS OF' NAMES OF RULERS 

j 15-1 7 - 

f f I I- 

% f <>1—3, 67, 82-3, 140-3. 


E 150-1. 

5J 


<R 137-9. 

I 


f 65-6. 

£ 

i 

$ 64. 

X 

I 

fkj 87. 

:Kli 

149. 


JJS 


1 


134. 


24-33, 144. 


CU 150. 

u 
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^ 43, 62, 146. 
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145, 146. 
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TYPES 


A 


Abliiseka of LaksmT, civ-cvi, 147-8, 
150-1. 

Altar, xcvii, ci, 113, 122-9. 

Ambika. See Laksmi-Ambika. 
Archer type of Candragupta II, 

: Ixxviii-lxxxi, 24-33. 

• of Candragupta III, liii-lv, 

civ, 144. 

— of Ghatotkacagupta, liv, civ, 

149. 

— of Jaya[gupta], civ-cv, 

150-1. 

— - of Kumaragupta I, lxxxviii- 

Ixxxix, 61-6. 

of Kumaragupta II, -civ, 

140-3. 

• of Narasimhngupta, civ, 

137 - 9 . 

of Narendraditya, liv, cvi, 

149. 

of Puragupta, cii, 134-5. 

of Samudragupta, Ixxii, 6-7. 

of Visnu[gupta], Ixi, civ, 

145-6. 

Asvamedha type of Kumaragupta I, 
Ixxxix, 08-9. 

of Samudragupta, xxxi, 

3xxvi-lxxviii, 21-3. 

B 

Battle-axe type of Samudragupta, 
lxxii-lxxiii, 12-15. 


Budhagupta, head of, to r., cv. 153. 
Bull, ci, 121-2, 151-2. 

Bust of Budhagupta, cv, 153. 

Candragupta II, Ixxxvi, 49- 

51, 53, 56-7. 

Kumaragupta I, xciii-xcvi, 

89-112. 

Skandagupta, c— cii. 119-33. 

C 

Candragupta I, standing to 1., hold- 
ing in 1. hand a crescent-topped 
standard bound with fillet, and 
with r. hand offering a ring to 
Kumaradevi, who stands on L 
to r. wearing head-dress, Ixviii, 

8-11. Ca'Ava 

Candragupta II, Lust of, Ixxxvi- 
Ixxxvii, 49-51, 53, 56-7. 

— riding on fully caparisoned 

horse, Ixxxv-lxxxvi, 45-9. 

— riding, holding bow, 47-9. 

— - riding, holding bow and 

wearing sword, 47-9. 

riding, wearing sword, 46. 

seated, head to 1. on high- 

backed couch, holding flower in 
uplifted r. hand, and resting 1. 
hand on edge of couch, Ixxxi, 
33-4. 

— standing L, holding bow in 1. 

hand and arrow in r. ; Gariida 


170 


INDEX V 


standard on 1., lxxviii-lxxx, 
24-6, 27-32. 

Candragupta II, standing r., holding 
how in L hand and arrow in r. ; 
Garuda standard on 1 ., Ixxx, 
32. 

standing, head to i\, holding 

bow in r. hand and resting 1. 
hand on hip ; Garuda standard 
on r., Ixxx, 33. 

standing L, holding bow in 1. 

hand and drawing arrow from a 
quiver in i\ hand ; Garuda 
standard on L, lxxix, 26-7. 

standing 1., casting incense 

on altar with r. hand while 1, 
rests on sword-hilt, behind 
him a dwarf attendant holds 
chattra over him, Ixxxi, 34-7. 

■ — — standing r. or 3., wearing 
waistcloth with sash which 
floats behind him, turban 
or ornamental liead-dress, and 
jewellery, shooting with bow at 
lion which falls backwards and 
trampling on lion with one 
foot, lxxxii-lxxxv, 38-41, 43. 

but not trampling on lion, 

Ixxxiv, 41-2. 

standing r., wearing waist- 

cloth only (without sash), shoot- 
ing lion which falls hack from 
its leap, Ixxxii, 42-3. 

standing r., with 3. foot on 

hack of lion retreating with 
head turned back and shooting 
it with bow in 1. hand, Ixxxiv, 
43. 

— standing 3., holding bow in 

r. hand and arrow in 1., lion on 
1. retreating, lxxxv, 44-7. 

standing r., with 1. foot on 

lion which retreats with head 


turned snapping at the king as 
he strikes at it with sword in 
uplifted r. hand, lxxxv, 45. 

Candragupta III, standing 1., holding 
bow in L hand and arrow in r., 
liii, 144. 

Chattra type of Candragupta II, 
Ixxxi-lxxxii, 34-7, 52, 53. 

Couch type of Candragupta II, Ixxxi, 
33-4. 

D 

Dattadevl, the mahis!, standing L, 
holding ehowrie, Ixxvii, 21-3. 


Elephant-rider type of Kumara- 
gupta I, xciii, 88. 

' F 

Flower-vase (kalaSa) with bowers 
which hang down the sides of 
the pot, ixxxviii, 60, 152. 

G 

Gahga, standing 1. on mahara, holding 
lotus in 1. hand and stretching- 
out r. empty ; on 1. crescent - 
topped standard, Ixxiv, 17-18. 

Garuda, standing facing, with out- 
spread wings, Ixxxvi-lxxxix. 
xciii, xcv, c-ci, cv, 49-59, 89- 
107, 111-13, 119-21, 151. 

— on altar, Ixxxvii, 56. 

with human arms, Ixxxvii, 

52-3. 

— holding snake, Ixxxvii, 57. 

Ghatotkacagupta, standing 3., hold- 
ing how in 1. hand and arrow 
in r., liv, 149. 

Goddess. See Gahga, LaksmT, Laksml- 
Amhikra 


E 



Kumaragupta I, riding to r., holding 
bow in 1. hand, xc, 73-4. 

riding to L, holding bow in 

L hand and wearing sword, 

xc, 75-6. 

standing 1., holding bow in 

L hand and arrow in r . ; Gariulu 
standard on L, Ixxxviii-lxxxix, 
61-6. 

standing L, nimhate, wearing 

waist-cloth and jewellery, cast- 
ing incense with r. hand on 
altar on 1., while 1. hand rests 
on hilt of sword at his side, 
Ixxxix, 67-8. 

standing iv, shooting lion, 

which falls backward on r. from 
its leap, with bow in 1. hand, 
V.d' xci, 76-81. 

standing I, shooting tiger, 

which falls backwards on 1., 
with bow in r. hand ; r. foot on 
tiger, xci-xcii, 81-3. 

standing 1., feeding peacock 

from bunch of fruit held in 
r. hand, 1. hand behind him, 
xcii, 84-6. 

— — - — holding goad in r. hand, 
riding to 1. on elephant, with 
attendant holding chaUra be! di id 
him, xeiii, 88. 

Kumaragupta II, standing L, holding 
bow and arrow, civ, 1 40-3. 


Hmhsa with LaksmI, cvi, 150. 
Horse, standing L, before sacrificial 
pole (yujpa), the pennons from 
which fly over its back, Ixxvii, 


r., wearing breast band and 

saddle before yujpa on altar, 
from which pennons fly over its 
back, Ixxxix, 68-9. 
Horse-sacrifice. See Asvamedha. 
Horseman type of Candragupta II, 
Ixxxv-lxxxvi, 45-9. 

of Kumaragupta I, lxxxix- 

xc, 69-76. 

— - of Praka&lditya, c’iit, 135-6. 

_ of Skandagupta, e. 


Jaya[gupta], standing L, holding bow 
in 1. hand and arrow in r., 
civ, 150-1. 


Kfica type of Samudragupta, xxxiii, 
Ixxiv, 15-17. 

Kalam (flower-vase), Ixxxviii, 60, 
152. 

Karttikeya, nimbate, three-quarters 
to L, riding on his peacock 
Para van i, holding spear in 1. 
hand over shoulder (SaMi - 
dham) y with r. hand sprink- 
ling incense on altar on r. (?) ; 
the peacock stands on a kind 
of platform, xcii, 84-5. 

lacing, 86. 

Kumaradevl. See Candragupta I. 

Kumaragupta I, bust of, xciii-xciv, 
89-112., 

riding to r. on fully capari- 
soned horse, Ixxxix-xc, 69-73. 


LaksmI, abhiseka of, civ, cv, cvi, 
147, 148, 150, 151. 

LaksmI, seated facing on high-backed 
throne, holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and cornu- 
copiae in 1. arm, Ixv-lxxii, 
Ixxviii-lxxix, 1-7, 12-14,24-5. 


Laksmi, seated facing on lotus, hold- 
ing fillet in r. and cornucopiae 
in 1. arm, Ixxiii, 13, 14. 

— seated facing on throne, hold- 

ing fillet in outstretched r. hand 
and lotus in 1. arm, Ixxiii, 1 4-15. 

seated facing on throne, hold- 
ing lotus in uplifted 1. hand , 

3 xxx, 26, 33, 34. 

— seated facing on lotus, hold- 
ing fillet in outstretched r. hand | 
and lotus in outstretched 1., 
Ixxx, Ixxxix, 26-9, 64-6. 

— seated facing on lotus, hold- 

ing fillet in outstretched r. hand 
and lotus in 1. which rests on hip, 
Ixxx, Ixxxviii— Ixxxix, xeviii— 

C, civ, 28, 29-32, 61, 62, 63, 
67-8, 114-19, 134-46, 149, 
151-2. 

seated facing on lotus, hold- 
ing lotus in 1. hand which rests 
on hip, r. hand empty, Ixxxviii 
62-3. 

seated facing on lotus, hold- 
ing lotus in r. hand, 1. empty on 
knee, Ixxxviii, 63, 87. 

- seated to 1. on wicker stool, 
holding fillet in outstretched r. 
hand and cornucopiae in 1. arm, 
lxxv, 18-20. 

- seated to 1. on wicker stool, 
holding fillet in outstretched r. 
hand and lotus behind her* in 1., 
lxxxvi, xc, 45-9, 70-1. 

seated to 1. on wicker stool, 
holding lotus in outstretched r! 
hand while 1. rests by her side, 
xc, 69. 

seated to 1. on wicker stool, 
holding lotus behind her in 1. 
and offering fruit to peacock 
with r. hand, xc, 71-6. 


Laksmi, standing facing on lotus, 
grasping stalk of lotus beside’ 
r. with r. hand and lotus-flower 
in 1., xciii, 88. 

— standing facing (rising from 
lotus?), holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and lotus with 
long stalk in ]., lxxxii, 35. 

— standing to 1., holding lotus 

in r. hand ; behind her a lotus 
plant and at her feet a liaihsa , 
cvi, 150. 

standing to 3., holding lotus- 

flower in r. hand and cornu- 
copiae in 1. am, lxxiv, 15- 
17. 

- standing 1. in lotus plant (?), 
holding lotus with long stalk 
behind her in 1. hand and feed- 
ing peacock with fruit in r. 
hand, xcii, 81-3. 

standing 1. on lotus, holding 

fillet in r. hand, lotus in 1., 
Ixxxi, 34* 

standing 1. on pedestal 

(altar?), holding fillet in out- 
stretched r. hand and lotus in 
1. behind her, lxxxii, 36. 

standing three-quarters to L, 
holding fillet in outstretched r. 
hand and lotus behind in ]., 
lxxxii, 36. 

— walking to 1., holding fillet 
m r. hand and lotus in' 1. be- 
hind her, lxxxii, 36. 

~ walking to 1., holding lotus 
in outstretched r. hand, with 1. 
hanging empty by her side, 
lxxxii, 37. 

Laksml-Ambika, seated facing on 
eouchant Hon, holding fillet 
in outstretched r. hand and 
cornucopiae in \, } lxvii-lxviii, 



types 

Jxxiii— Ixxiv, Ixxxiii, xei, 8-1 1, 
38-9,77,118. 

Lak smT- A m bika, seated facing on 
eouchant Hop, Holding fillet in 
out-stretched r. hand and lotus 
in L, Ixxxiii-Ixxxv, 39, 41-2, 

44, 45, 79, 81. 

— seated facing on eouchant 
lion, holding lotus in 3. hand j 
and r. empty, lxxxiii-lxxxiv 

39, 42-3. 

seated facing on lion walk- 
ing to r., holding fillet in r. hand 
and lotus in Ixxxiv-lxxxv, 

40, 44. 

■ seated astride of lion to 1., 
holding lotus in front of her in 
r. hand and resting L on lion’s 
haunch, Ixxxiy, 40, 41. 

— seated facing on lion, hold- 
ing lotus in r. hand and lean- 
ing on L arm which rests on 
knee, xci, 78-9. 

— ~ holding lotus behind her, and 
Skandagupta holding how and 
arrow, xcix-c, 116-17. 
ton-slayer type of Candragupta II, 
lxxxii— Ixxxv, 38-45. 

oi> Kumaragupta I, xei, 76- | Peacock 


arm, and holding out i\ hand 
(closely resembling Minerva) ; 
on his r. a female figure wear- 
ing long loose robe, standing 3., 
holding out r. hand and resting 
b on hip; the two latter appear 
to be addressing the central 
figure; Gar tula standard be- 
hind central figure, xcii, 87. 


Nandi. See Bull. 
Narasimhagupta, standing I 
how and arrow, civ, 1 ■ 
Narendriidifya, standing 1. 3 
bow and arrow, liv, ] 


NarendrSditja, seated 3. on couch 
between female attendants, cvL 


yrist type of Samudr 
1-xxvi, 18-20. 


isi. See, Queen. . 

'am. See Gunga. 

2 figure, wearing long loose robe, 
with arms on breast (in jnana- 
madra attitude), standing 
facing; on bis 1. female figure 
to r., wearing long loose robe 
and helmet, with shield on 1. 
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spear bound with fillet, xxxi, 
Ixxvii, 21-3. 

Queen (the MahisI AnantadevT), 
standing 1., holding chowrie over 
r. shoulder and unceitain object 
in 1. hand ; on 3. is a sacrificial 
spear bound with fillet, lxxxix, 
68-9. 

E 

Hajalila. See Narendraditya. 


Samudragupta, standing 3. and hold- 
ing in 1. hand standard bound 
with fillet, dropping incense on 
altar with his r. hand; on 1., 
behind altar, is a Garuda stan- 
dard bound with a fillet, Ixviii- 
lxxii, 1-5. ;Y" 

- holding battle-axe (paraSii) 
in 1. hand, while r. hand rests 
on r. hip; on I. boy or dwarf 
to r., behind whom is a cres- 
cent-toppecl standard, Jxxii- 
Ixxiii, 12-15. 

standing to 1, shooting tiger 

which falls backwards on 1., with 
bow held in r. hand, 1. hand 
drawing string of bow ; bis r. 
foot tramples on tiger; crescent- 
topped standard on I. Ixxiv 
17-18. ’ 

standing 1., holding bow in 1. 

hand and arrow in r.; Garuda 
standaid on 1.; Ixxii, 6-7. 


Samudragupta, standing to 1., iiolcl- 
ing standard surmounted by 
a wheel (caJera) in 1. hand and 
sprinkling incense on altar 
with r., lxxi , 15-17. 

Samudragupta, seated eross-Ieggid 
on high-backed couch, playing 
ixxiv-lxxv, 18-20. 

Siva, reclining on bull to l.,cv, 147-8. 

Skandagupta, standing 1., holding 
bow and arrow, xcviii, 114-15 
117-19. 

standing r., with Laksmi, 

xcix, 116-17. 

~ bust of, c-cii, 119-33. 

Standard type of Samudragupta, 
Ixviii-lxxii, 1-5. 

Swordsman type of Kumaragupta I, 
lxxxix, 67-8. 


T 

Tiger type of Samudragupta, Ixxiv, 
17-18. 

Tiger-slayer type of Kumaragupta I, 
xci-xcii, 81-2. 

Two Queens. See Pratapa, 87. 

U 

Umbrella type. See Chattw. 

f|;ff v 

Vinmgupta, standing 1., holding bow 
and arrow, Ixi, civ, 14 7-g. 
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Auckland, Earl of, his collection 
acquired, xii. 

Avamukta, Nllaraja of, conquered 
by Samudragupta, xxiii. 
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Bilsad inscription of Kumaragupta I, 
xlii. 

Bodb. Gaya, monastery at, built by 
king of Ceylon, xxv ; Fa-HienV 
account of, xxxix. 

Buddhamitra, a bhiksu, xlii. 

Budhagupta, lxii, cv, cxxiii, 153. 

Bulandsbahr seal of Mattila, xxiii. 

Bull (Nandi). See Index V. 

C 

Cakrapalita, governor of Junagaclh, 
xlvi. 

Candra, MeharaulT inscription of, 
xxxvi-xxxviii. 

Candragupta I, xvii~xx, lxxiii, 
8 - 11 . 

Candragupta II, xxxiv-xli, Ixxviii- 
lxxxviii, cxii-cxv, 24-60. 

Candragupta III, liii-liv, civ, cxxiii, 
144. 

Candravarman, conquered by Samu- 
dragupta, xxi. 

Candraditya=Yisnugupta, lxi, 145- 
146 ; other rulers of this name, 
Ivi, note 2. 

Gandrajprahasa , not a personal name, 
xliv, Iv. 

Ceylon, embassy to Samudragupta 
from, xxv, xxxii-x xxiii. 

Chagalaga, a Sanakanika maharaja, 
xxxv. 

Chattra type. See Index Y. 

Clive-Bayley collection, xiii, 69. 

Couch type. See Index V. 

Cowrie currency in the Gupta do- 
minions, xl. 

D 

Dacca, imitations of Gupta coins 
found near, cvii. 

Dai vaputra, xxv-xxvii. 


Daksa, inscription set up by, Ivii. 

Damana of Erandapalla, conquered 
by Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Dandapa4adhikarana, seal of the, xli. 

Da&apura, inscription from, xliv. 

DattadevI, queen of Samudragupta, 
xxxiii, Ixxvii. 

Davaka, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxii. 

Devarastra, Kubera of, conquered 
by Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Denominations of coins, cxxxiv. 

Devavisnu, endowment 'by, xlviii. 

Devi and Mahadevl , use of the titles, 
xviii. 

Dharmaclitya, inscriptions of, xxxiv, 
cvi and note. 

Dhruvadevi or Dhruvasvamini, xvii, 
xl. 

Dhruva&arman, endowment by, xlii. 

Dinaras mentioned in inscriptions, 
cxxxiv. 

Dvadasaditya = Candragupta III, 

E 

Eden collection, acquisition of, xii. 

Era, Gupta, xix-xx. 

Eran inscription of Bhanugupta, lxii. 

of Budhagupta, lxii, 

of Samudragupta, xxx-xxxi. 

Erandapalla ( = Erandol), Damana 
of, conquered by Samudragupta, 
xxiii. 

F ? 

Fa-Hien, his travels in India, xxxix- 
xl. ’ ' 

Farldpur inscriptions of Dharma- 
ditya, xxxiv, cvi and note. 

Finds of Gupta coins, cxxiv-cxxxi. 

Fit -Nan == Siam, xxix. 
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Gmiga, tlie goddess, Ixxiv, 17. 

Gadhwa inscription of Candra- 
gupta II, xxxvi. 

of Kumaragupta I, xli, 

xlii. 

of Skandagupta, xlviii. 

Ganapatinaga, conquered by Banin- 
< Iragupta. xxi, xxii. 

Garuda. See Index Y. 

Garntmadau'ka , meaning of, xxv and 
note. 

Gauda, Sa&anka, king of, lxii-lxiv, 
ev-cvi, 147-8. 

Ghatotkaea, xvi-xvii. 

Ghatotkacagupta, a member of 
Oandragupta ITs family, seal 
of, xvi-xvii, liv. 

— — a descendant of Skanda- 
gupta, liv. 

Goparaja, an ally of Bhanugupfca, 
Ixii. 

Govindagupta, son of Oandragupta 
II, xvii, xl. 

Gupta, the maharaja, xiv-xvi. 

Gupta, use of, as a proper name, xiv. 


H 

Harigupta, lxi, cv, 152. 
Harsavardhana, xx, Ixiii, Ixiv. 
Hastings, Warren, Kalighat hoard 
sent to England by, xi, cxxiv- 
cxxvi, 138. 

Hastivarman of Yeiigi, defeated by 
Samudragupta. xxiii. 

History and chronology, xiv-lxiv. 
Horseman type. See Index Y. 
Horse-sacrifice. See Adramedha. 
Hugh” hoard, cxxviii. 

Hunas, xlvi, Ivi, lviii, lix, lx. 


I 

I-Tsing, a Chinese pilgrim quoted, 
xv. 

Indore inscription of Skandagupta, 
xlviii, 

I&varavasaka, a village, xxxv. 

Jaya[gupta], lxi, civ, cvi, cxxiii, 

150-1. . ■ 

[ J a]yagu[pta], lxi, civ, 1 51. 

Jfmfigadh inscription of Skanda- 
gupta, xlvi-xlvii. 

K 

Kabul, Kushans of, xxviii. 

Kaca, a name of Samudragupta, 
xxxiii, Ixxiv, cx, 15-17, 

Kahaura inscription of Skandagupta, 
xlvii. 

Kailakila Yavanas, xlv. 

Kakas, conquered by Samudragupta, 

Kakanfibota, vibfira of, xxxv, 

Kala&a . See Index V. 

Kalighat hoard, xii, lx, Ixxx, civ, 
exxiv-cxxvi. 

Kamarupa, king of, xxiv. 

Karamadande, lingam inscription of 
Kimifiragupta I from, xlii. 

Karsapana, cxxxiv. 

Kartrpura = Kartarpur, xxiv. 

Karttikeva. See Index Y. 

Jvanclii, Visnugopa of, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

K&nyakubja, the Marundaraja of, 
xxix ; taken by Gupta, Ixiv. 

Kaurala, Mantaraja of, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 
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Kharaparikas, conquered by Samu- 
dragupta, xxiv. 

Kidara Kushans, xxvii. 

Ko6ala, Maliendra of, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Rosam = Kausambi inscription of 
Bhlmavarman, xlviii. 

Kotwalipa|*a, coins from, cvii. 

Ksatrapas, Western = Sakas, xxvii i ; 
conquered by Candragupta II, 
xxxviii-xxxix ; their coins 
copied, xciv-xcv, cxiv, cxxxiv. 

Kubera of Devarastra, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Kuberanaga, a queen of Candra- 
gupta II, oxxxvi. 

Kukubha = Kahaum, inscription 
from, xlviii. 

KumaradevT, queen of Candragupta I, 
xvii-xix, Ixxiii, 8-11. 

Kumaragupta I, xli-xliii, lxxxviii- 
xcviii, cxv-cxx, 61—11 3, 155. 

— ■ II, 1, lx, lxi, civ, cxxiii, 

141-3. 

Kumaramatyadhikarana, seal of the, 
xl. 

Kunahraghat find, cxxviii. 

L 

LaksmL See Index Y. 

Lampaka, xxx. 

Legends, discussion of, cvii-cxxiv. 

Licchavis, xviii and note, xix, 8-11. 

M 

Madhvaraja I, a maharaja, Ixii. 

II, a tributary of Sasahka, 

Ixii. 

Madra, endowment by, xlvii. 

Madrakas, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxiv. 


Magadba, tributary to the Kushans, 
xxii. 

Mahadandanayaka, seal of the, 
xlix. 

MahadevI and Devi, use of titles, 
xviii. 

Maharaja and Maharajadhiraja, use 
of titles, xviii. 

Mabakantara, Yyfigbrarfija of, con- 
quered by Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Mahal aksmldevT, queen of ISTara- 
simbagupta, 1. 

Mabendra, king of Kosala, conquered 
by Samudragupta, xxiii. 

king of Pistapura, conquered 

bv Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Mahendraditya, a title of Kumara- 
gupta I, xliii, xlix note, cxx> 
89-107, 111-12. 

Maitrakas, a Buna tribe, xlvi. 

Malavas and Samudragupta, xxiv. 

Mandasor inscription of Kumara- 
gupta I, xlii. 

inscriptions of Ya&odliarman, 

lvii-lx. 

Mankuwar inscription of Kumara- 
gupta I, xlii. 

Mantaraja of Kaurala, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Marund as. See Murundas. 

Mapow&u. See Murundas. 

Mathura inscription of Candragupta 
II, xxxv. 

of G. E. 135, xlviii. 

Matila, conquered by Samudragupta, 
xxii. 

Mattila, Bulandshahr seal of, xxiii. 

Megbavarna, king of Ceylon, and 
Samudragupta, xxxiii, 

Meharaull inscription of Candra, 
xxxvi-xxxviii. 

Meou-loun = Murundas, xxix. 

Metrology, cxxxi-cxxxiv. 
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Mihirakula, king of tlie Hfmas, lvi~ 
lx. 

Mirzapur hoard, cxxix. 

Mlecehas, defeated by Skandagupta, 
xlvi-xlvii ; allusion by Soma- 
deya to, xlix note. 

Ifrgaiikhavana, temple built by 
Gupta at, xv. 

Muharamadpur in Jessore, coins 
from, cvii, cxxvii, 150. 

Murunclas or Marundas and Saxnu* 
draguptu, xxv, xxix-xxx. 

M 

Magas of PadmavatT, xxii. 

Magadatta, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxi. 

Magasena, a king of Aryavarta, con- 
quered by Samudragupta, xxi, 
xxii. 

a member of the Mfiga house, 

mentioned by Ban a, xxii. 

Mandi, a king of Aryavarta, xxi, 

- — Siva’s bull. See Index Y. 

Mandi standard, liv note, Ixiv, 149. 

Maras imhagupta Baladitya, 3, Iv-lvi, 
lix-lxi, cxxii, 137-9. 

Marendraditya, a king, liv note, Ixi, 
Ixiv, cvi, 149-50. 

Marendragupta, a name of Sasauka 1 
Ixiv. 

Mepala, king of, and Samudragupta, 
"xxiv. 

NiJariija of Avamukta, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

O 

OHjX), type of Kushan coins, xxviii. 

Sy;:' P 

Padmavati, Magas of, xxii. 

Palakka, Ugrasena of, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 


Parakrama, a name of Samudragupta, 
xxxi, 1-5. 

Paramartha’s life of Yasubandlm, 1, 
Iv. 

Parnadatta, governor of Surastra, 
: xlvi. 

Pataliputra, xiv, six, xxiii, xxix, 
xxxvi, lxxxi. 

Pisiapura, Mahenclra of, conquered 
by Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Prthivisena, an officer of Kuimara- 
gupta I, xlii. 

Prarjunas, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxiv. 

Praka&aditya, li-liii, ciii, cxxii, 135- 
136. 

Pratyantanrpati , xxiv. 

Puragupta, xlix~li, cii, cxxii, 134— 
135. 

Pural, sacrificial spear from, lxxviii. 

Purnavarma, restores Bodhi tree, 
Ixiii. 

Puspapura = Pataliputra, xxiii and 

note. 

Pusyamitras, conquered by Skanda- 
gupta, xlv. 

Q 

Queen, See Index V. 

11 

Rajafciraja, the title, xxvi. 

Eajyavardhana, slain by Sa&lhka, 
Ixiii-lxiv, 

Banal >h and agar adl h k a ran a, seal of 
the, xli. 

Eivett-Carnac, Colonel J. H., dona- 
tion by, xii. 

Bohtasgadh seal of Salanka, Ixiii. 

Budradeva, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxi. 
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s 

Saba, a minister of Candragupta II, 
xxxvi. 

Sahanusahi, the title, xxv-xxxviii. 

Sahi, the title, xxv, xxvii. 

Sakas and Samudragupta, xxv, 
xxviii. 

Samatata, king of, xxiv. 

Samudragupta, xx~xxiv, lxiv-lxxviii, 
cvii-exii, 1-23. 

Sanakanikas or Sanakanikas, xxiv, 
xxxv. 

Sanchi inscription of Candraguptall, 
xxxv. 

Sarvanaga, a governor for Skanda- 
gnpta, xlviii. 

Sarvarajocchetta, a title of Samudra- 
gupta, xxxiii, cx, 15-1 Z. 

Sa6ahka, lxii-lxiv, cv~cvi, cxxiii, 
147-8. 

Sikharasvamin, a minister of Candra- 
gupta II, xlii. 

Sihhala = Ceylon, Samudragupta’ s 
relations with, xxv, xxxiii. 

Siva. See Index V. 

Skandagupta, xliv-xlix, xcviii-cii, 
cxx-cxxii, 114-33. 

Somadeva’s allusion to Yikramaditya, 
xlix note. 

Standard type. See Index V. 

Sudarsana, inscription of Skanda- 
gupta at, xlvi. 

SuraSmicandra, a governor of Budha- 
gupta, lxii. 

Suvarnas, mentioned in inscriptions, 
cxxxiv. 

Swordsman type. See Index Y. 

■ T 

Tanda hoard, cxxviii, 

T chen-tan, the title, xxvii. 

T*ien-tzu = devajputra , xxvi. 


Tlra and Tirabliukti, xli. 

Tiger-slayer type. See Index V. 

Types, discussion of, lxiv-cvii. 

U 

Udayagiri inscriptions of Candra- 
gupta II, xxxv, xxxvi, xxxviii. 

inscription of Kumaragupta I, 

xlii. 

Udanakupa, a locality, xli. 

Ugrasena of Palakka, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Umbrella. See Chattra. 

Undana, father of Amrakardava(q.v.), 
xxxv. 

V 

Yahlikas, conquered by Candra, xxxvi . 

Yamana, couplet referring to the son 
of Candragupta preserved by, 
xliii-xliv, 3v. 

Yasubandhu, date of, 3, Iv note. 

Vatsadevi, queen of Puragupta, 1, Iv. 

Vehgi,Hastivarman of, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Yikramaditya = Candragupta II, 
xxxiv, cxii, cxiv, 34-7, 49-51, 
56. 

: = Skandagupta, xlix and 
note, cxxii, 122-4. 

- — ,= Puragupta, li. 

— in Somadeva, xlix note. 

- — — the patron of Yasubandhu, 
xlviii-xlix. 

Yinaya&ura, a malupratihara, seal of, 
xli. 

Virasena = Saba, a minister of 
Candragupta II, xxxvi. 

Yisama§ila, a name of Yikramaditya 
in Somadeva, xlix note. 

Ylsnudasa, a Sanakfuiika maharaja, 
xxxv. 
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Yisnugopa of Kanclii, conquered by 
Samudragupta, xxiii. 

Yisnugupta, Ixi, civ, cxxiii, cxxvi. 

Yisnuvardhana, a tributary of YaSo- 
dharman, lvii-lyiii. 

Yisvavarman, father of Mandlmvar- 
man (q. v„), xliii. 

Yyagliraraja of Mahakfintara, con- 
quered by Samudragupta, xxiii. 


Y 

Yasodharman, not Piukasfiditya, lii ; 

inscriptions of, lvi-lviii. 
Yasobblta, a Silodbhava maharaja, 
Ixii. 

Yaudheyas, conquered by Samudra- 
gupta, xxiv. 

Yuvaraja, the title, xl. 
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CANDRAGUPTA IU ARCHER AND COUCH TYPES 
































KUMARAGUPTA I: HORSEMAN TYPE 







PLATE XIV 


KUMARAGUPTA I: LION-SLAYER TYPE 









KUMARAGUPTA : UON-SLAYER, PEACOCK, ETC, TYPES 






KUMARAGUPTA I: SILVER 

















KUMARAGUPTA Is SILVER AND COPPER 
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SA§/WKA: VARIOUS UNATTRIBUTED, 



